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Artiele 1

1. A Contracting Stnte shall grant its nstionality to a person born
in its territory who would otherwisc be strteless. Sueh nationelity
shall be granted:

(a) At birth, by operation of law, or

(b) Upon anh application being lodged with the appropriate
authority, by or on bechalf of the person concerned, in the
manner prescribed by the national law, Subjeet to the
provisions of p=ragraph 2 of this artiele, no such
application may bes rcjected.

A Contracting State which provides for the grant of its nationality in
accordancs with sub-psragraph (b) of this paragraph may also provide
for the grant of its nationality by operation of l=w at such age and
subject to suech conditions as may be prescribed by the national leaw.
2. A Contracting State may make the grant of its nationelity iIn
accordznce with sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 1 of this article
subject to ons or more of thes folldwing conditions:

() Thet the application is lodged during a period, fixed by the
Contracting State, beginning not lster thon at thoe age of
eighteen years and ending not carlier than at the sge ef
twenty-ones ysars, so, however, that the person conecerncd
shall be allowed =t lenst onz year during which he nay
himself make the spplication without having to obtain

legal suthorizstion to do s0;
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(b) That the person concerncd has habitually resided in the
territory of the Contracting State for such psriod as may
be fixed by thot State, not exceeding five years immecdiotely
proceding tha lodging of the appliestion nor ten years
in all;

(e) That the person has neither been convicted of an offcnce
ngainst national sceurity nor hns becn scntenced to
imprisonment for a term of five ycars or nore on a
crininal charge;

(d) That the person has not acquired a nationality at birth or
subscquently.

3. Notwithstanding paragraphs 1 (b) and 2 of this artiole, a child
born in wedlock in the territory of a Contracting State, the mothor
of which is a national, shall acquire at birth the nationanlity of
that Stete if it otherwisc would bo stateless.

4. L Contracting State shall grant its n~tionzlity to a person who
would otherwlse be stateless =nd who is unabls to acquirc the
nationnlity of the Contracting Statc in whose territory he was born
becnuse he has passcd the age for lodginghis application or has not
fulfilled the required rosidence conditions, if the nationality of one
of hls parcnts at the time of tho person's ‘birth was that of tho
Contracting State first above mentioned. If his parents did not
possess the same nationality at the timc of his birth, tho gquestion
whether the netionality of tho person concerned should follow that of
the fnther or thmt of the mother shall be dctermined by thce national
lsw of such Contracting Staste. If applicetion for such nationzlity
is required, the application shall bs mndc to the appropriate authority
by or on bechalf of the applicant in the mamncer preseribed by the
notional lswy, Subjeet to the provisions of paragraph 5 of this
Artiele, such application shall not be refuscd.

5. The Contracting State may makc the gront of its nationality in
accordance with the provisions of paragrnph 4 of this article subject
%o one or both of the following conditions:

() That the application is lodgod before the applicant reachcs
an age, being not loss than twenty-three ycars, fixcd by
the Contracting State;
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(b) That the applicant hrs habitually resided in the territory
of the Contracting State for such period immediately
preceding the lodging of the application, not oxceeeding
three years, as may be fixed by that Statc.

(e) 'That the applicant has not acquired a nationality eb
birth or subscquontly.

Article 2

A foundling found in the territory of a Contracting State shall,
in the absence of proof to the contrary, be conmidsrod as born
within that territory by parcents possessing the nationality of
that State,

Lrticle 3

For the purpose of debermining the obligations of the Contracting
Stotes under this Convention,
(a) Birth on a ship flying the flag of a State,
or
(b) Birth in an sircraft registered in a State, shall bc deemed

to have taken place in the territory of that State.
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Article 4

1. i Contraecting State shall grant its nationality to a parson, not dborn in the
territory of a Contr:zcting 3tate, who would otherwise be stateless, if the
nationality of one of his pzrents at the time of the person's birth was that of
that 3tate. If his parents did not nossess the same nation2lity =t the tims of
his birth, the question whether the natiocnality of the psrson concerned should

follew that of the Tather or that of the mother shall be determined bv the

national lew of such Contracting State. Nationality granted in accordance with the

provisions of this paraszraph shall be grantsd:

(a) at birth, b~ operation of law, or

(b) wupon an application being lodged with the appropriate authority,
by or on behalf of the psrson concerned, in the manner prsscribed
by the national law. 3ubjset to the provisions of paragraph 2 of
this irticle, no such application may be rejected.

2. A Contracting State may make the grant of its nationality in accordance with
the provisions of paragraph 1 of this -.rticle subject te one or mors of the
following conditions:

(a) +that the application is ledged befors the zpplicant reachss 2n -ge,
being not less than twenty-three y:ars, fixed by the Contracting
State;

(b) that the applicant has habitually rosided im the territory of the
Contrzeting State for such period immediately praceding the
lodging of the application, not exceeding three ysars, as may be
fixed by that 3tate.

(¢) that the applicant has not been convicted of an offence =gainst

aational security; and

(3 5.)
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(d) that the applicant has not aequired a nationality at birth or

subsequently.
irticle 5

1. I7 the law of a Contracting 3tate entails loss of natienality as =z
consequence of any change in the personal status of 2 person such as marriage,
termination of marriage, legitimation, recognition or adoption, such loss shall
be conditional upon possession or acquisition of another nationality.

2. If, under the legislation of a Contracting 3tate, a natural child loses
the nationality of that State in consequence of o recognition of affiliation,
he shall be given an opportunity to recover that nationality by written
application to the appropriate authority, and the conditions governing such
application shall not be more rigorous than those laid down in article 1,

paragroph 2, of this Convention.

1. .avery treaty between Contracting States providing for the trsansfer of a
territory shall include provisions designed to secure that no person shall
become stateless as a result of the transfer. A Contracting State shall use its
best enduavours to secure that any such treaty made by it with a State which is
not = party to this Convention includes such provisions.

2. In the abseénce of such provisions a Contracting State to which territory
is transferred or which otherwise acquirss territory shall confer its
nationality on such persons as would otherwise become stateless as a result of

the transfer or acquisition,
Artiels 11°

The Contrzcting States shall promote the establishment within the framework
of the United Nations, s soen ns may be after the deposit of the sixth
instrument of ratification or accsssion, of a body to which a person claiming
the benefit of this Convention may apply for the sxamination of his claim and

for assistance in presenting it to the appropriate authority.

* Adoptcd subjeet to a right of reservation
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1. This Convention shall be opened for signature at Geneva on ... April 1959
and shall thersafter be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations., It shall be open for signsture at the ‘juropean Office of the United
Nations from ..., April to 30 June 1959 and shall be re-opsned For signature
at the Headquarters of the United Nations from 3 August 1959 to 31 Deecember 1960.
2 This Convention shall be opsn for signature on behalf of:
{a) Any State Member of the United Nations;
(b) .4ny other State invited to attend the United Nations Conference
on Elimination or Reduction of uture Statelessness;
{c) .sny State to which an invitation to sign or to accede may be
addressed by the Gensral ._ssembly of the United Natlons.
3. This Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of ratificatiomn
shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
4, This Convention shall be open for accession by the States referred to in
paragraph 2. \ccession shall be cffected by the depvsit of an instrument of

accession with the Seeretary-Gensral of ths United Nations.
Article 14

1. The present Convention shall enter into force two years after the date

of the deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession.

2., For each 3tute ratifying or acceding to this Convention after the deppsit
of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, it shall enter intg
feres on the ninetieth day after the deposit by such State of its instrument
of ratification or accession or on the date on which this Convention enters
into force in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 of this artiecle,

whichever is the later.
Article 15

:ny Contracting State may denounce this Convention at any time by a
written notification addrassed to the Secretary-Genaral Of the United Nations.
Such denunciation shall take effect for the szid Contracting 3State one ysar

after the date of its receipt by the Secretary-General.
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New article (territorial applicabion clause)*

—

1. This Convention shall apply to all non-self governing, trust, colonial and
other non»metropﬁlitan territories for the international relations of which any
Contracting State is responsible; the Contracting State concerned shall, subject

to the provisions of paragraph 2 of the present article, at the time of signature,
ratification or accession, declare the non-metropolitan territory or territories

to which the Convention shall apply ipso facto as a result of such signature,
ratification or accession.

2. In any case in which, for the purpose of nationality, a non-metropolitan
territory is not treated as one with the metropolitan territory, or in any case

in vhich the previous consent of a non-metropolitan territory is required by the
constitutional laws or practices of the Contracting State or of the non-metropolitan
territory for the application of the Convention to that territory, that Contracting
State shall endeavour to secure the needed consent of the non-metropolitan territory
within the period of twelve months from the date of signature of the Convention by
that Contracting Stats, and when such consent has been obtained the Contracting
Party shall notify the Secretary-Gensral of ths United Nations. The present
Convention shall apply to the territory or territoriss named in such notification
from the date of its receipt by the Secretary-General.

3. After the expiry of the twelve-month period in paragraph 2 of the present
article, the Contracting Statss concerned shell -inform the Seeretary-General of
he results of the consultations with those non-metropolitan territories for whose
intel‘national relations they are responsible and whose consent to the application

°f the present Convention may have been withheld,

L.
e,
Mt S S —

Adopted subject to the right to enter reservations to this article.

(3 p.)
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New Article* (Settlement of disputes)
Any dispute bstween Contracting States concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention which cannot be settled by other means shall be
submitted to the International Court of Justice at the request of any one of the

partizs to the dispute.

New Article (Effect of Convention)

1. In relation to a Contracting State which does not, in accordance with the
provisions of article 1 or of article 4 of this Convention, grant its nationality
at birth by operation of law, the provisions of peragraph 1 of article 1 or of
article 4, as the case may be, shall apply to persons born before as well as to
persons born after the entry into force of this Convention.

2. The provisions of paragraph 3 of article 1 of this Convention shall apply to
persons born before as well as to psrsons born after its entry into force.

3. The provisions of article 2 of this Convention shall apply only to foundlings
found in the territory of a Contracting State after the entry into force of the
Convention for that State.

Article '7%*%¥
1. (a) Renunciation, if permitted by the law of a Contracting State, shall not
result in loss of nationality unless the 'person renouncing it possesses or
acquires another nationality.
(b) The provisions of the preceding sub-paragraph may not be invoked against
the exercise by a person of the rights defined in articles 13 and 14 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
2. A national of a Contracting State who seecks naturalization in a foreign country
shall not lose his nationality unless he acquires or has been accorded assurance

of acquiring the nationality of that forzign country.

* Adopted subject to the right to enter reservations to this article.

**%  As adopted paragraph by paragraph. The article has not yet been voted

upon as a whole.
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3, Subject to the provisions of paragraphs 4 and 5 of this Article, = national
of a Contracting State shall not lose his nationality, so as to become stateless,
on the ground of departure, residence abroad, failure to register or on any
similar ground.

4+ A naturalized person may lose his nationality on account of residence ebroad
for a period, not less than seven consecutive years, specified by the law of the
Contracting State concerned if he fails to declare to the appropriate authority
his intention to retain his nationality.

5. In the case of a national of a Contracting State, born outside its territory,
the law of that State may make the retention of its nationality after the expiry
of one year from his attaining his majority, conditional upon residence or

registration.





