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204 Eleventh Session—Documents

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.89

Report of the Chairman of the Drafting Committee

1. During the first stage (8-26 March) of the eleventh ses-
sion the Drafting Committee continued its article-by-article
textual review of the draft convention on the law of the sea
(A/CONF.62/L.78).21

2. During this stage of the Conference there were 61
meetings of the language groups, 3 meetings of the co-
ordinators of the language groups under the direction of the
Chairman of the Drafting Committee and 1 meeting of the
Drafting Committee.

3. The language groups have worked intensively on
annexes III and IV. The review of these provisions has posed
some serious problems for the Drafting Committee. One such
difficulty is that the provisions of these annexes are of a
detailed and complex nature. In reviewing these provisions
the Committee was faced with the necessity of making choices
between terms such as: "areas" and "sites"; "plans of work"
and "contracts"; "operator" and "contractor"—all of which
entailed substantive implications, both technical and legal.
The absence from the Drafting Committee of many of the
delegates who participated in the negotiations of these articles
has impeded the progress of the Committee.

4. A further difficulty is that the Drafting Committee is
now being requested to hasten the pace of its work just when

[Original: English]
[26 March 1982]

it is reviewing some of the most novel, technical and complex
provisions of the draft convention. It should be recalled that
in my capacity as Chairman of the Committee I stated inter
alia at the 14th meeting of the General Committee at the
fourth session of the Conference that I hoped "that every
effort would be made to a.void referring drafting problems to
the Committee at the last moment under great pressure. The
Drafting Committee should not be asked to accomplish its
work hurriedly".21

5. It is recommended that the work of the Drafting Com-
mittee continue during the second stage of the Conference (29
March-1 April) with a viev/ to the early completion of its work
on annexes I I I , IV, VI, VII and VIII, Parts XVI and XVII,
preamble, article 1 and thi; transitional provision followed by
the necessary meetings of the co-ordinators of the language
groups and the Drafting Committee.

6. It should be noted that, pursuant to the decision taken
by the Conference on 28 August 1981 (A/CONF.62/116),22 it
is required that the plenaiy Conference process the Drafting
Committee's report by 1.2 April. This will clearly require
further intensive work by the Drafting Committee under
severe time constraints.

21 Ibid., vol. XV (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.83.V.4). 22 Ibid., vol. V (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.V.8).
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