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Statement by the delegation of Mali dated 30 April 1982

Finally, we have just adopted the draft convention on the
law of the sea in favour of which my delegation voted.

You have spared no effort—physical or intellectual—to
bring safely into port the ship on which we all embarked to
keep our rendezvous with history.

While the hour of that rendezvous is still striking, I feel I
must express my delegation’s appreciation for the results
achieved thanks primarily to your talents, which are, more-
over, no secret to any of us.

Your humanism, your high sense of duty well done, your
great clear-mindedness when faced with the tidal waves which
threatened to engulf us all, your exemplary courtesy so for-
tunately coupled with the necessary flexibility and essential
firmness, in short, your availability at all times, which you
consistently demonstrated, were all very important factors.

1 should therefore like to extend to you once again the
warm and sincere congratulations of the delegation of Mali
for these universally recognized qualities.

I should like to include in these congratulations the thanks
of the delegation of Mali to the entire Collegium, the entire
Secretariat, and all those who contributed to our Conference
their unflagging and daily efforts.

My delegation has been very much aware of the fruitful
contribution of all delegations and their untiring efforts to
ensure the success of our common endeavours.

We have now arrived at the end of our programme of work

of which we were able to keep abreast, as anticipated, thanks )

to your own ingenuity and the goodwill of all.

Thus a highly instructive period has ended.

Thus a new period is beginning which will be marked by
the implementation of unprecedented legal provisions, intro-
ducing fundamental elements of a more humane future and,
to sum up, of our collective destiny.

Thus tnere is a hope that this period may—for the first time
in the history of mankind—be one in which the universal will
to share a common heritage among all peoples of the world
will be expressed in practical terms.

[Original: French]
(4 May 1982]

Is not this concept, which defines both the political and legal
elements of such a hope, a sign of a fundamental change in
the thinking which has prevailed in an out-of-date, unjust,
contradictory and profoundly unbalanced world?

But, does not wisdom also prompt us not to place too much
trust in appearances, no matter how attractive they may
seem? In that regard, I should like merely to point out that all
human endeavour is subject to improvement and that nothing
in the world is permanent—neither people nor things—since it
is true that even the balances achieved in any context are
vulnerable.

Nevertheless, the gaps which we have all noted, the
weaknesses which appear here and there and the very frustra-
tions encountered can be overcome and corrected, time being
our best friend.

It is in this context that the interdependence of our
interests, so particularly characteristic of our contemporary
world, imposes its real constraints by means of rules, the
breaking of which always leads to general disaster, as can be
seen from daily experience.

It is true, therefore, that we are in vital need of each other;
our awareness of this phenomenon would seem to entail a
serious commitment to the future that transcends current
national or other contingencies.

The fact remains that each of us has assumed his responsi-
bilities before history, at the same time as reciprocal
obligations. These obligations were not only dictated by our
own interests; they were also assumed at the cost of reciprocal
concessions so that they might become commitments to all
mankind.

There is therefore no need to repeat what has already been
said. [ should merely like to state that my delegation main-
tains its solidarity with the group of African States and the
Group of 77, and with the Presidents and Chairmen to whom
my delegation pays a well-deserved tribute because they
addressed themselves to our concerns and common interests
with intelligence and effectiveness. Similarly, my delegation
expresses its solidarity with all the relevant positions that led
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to an improvement of the legal instruments which we have This is also an opportunity for my delegation to thank all
just adopted. unfortunately by voting and not by consensus as delegations that supported the proposals we introduced in our
was the wish of the overwhelming majority of delegations. statement at the 161st plenary meeting of 31 March 1982.
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