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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/WS/32

Statement by the delegation of Colombia dated 30 April 1982

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
today became part of history. It codifies the new law of the

sea which will govern the seas and oceans under a unitary and

integral concept according to which all problems relating to
maritime space are inseparably linked and concern the inter-
national community as a whole, and have to be solved in that
spirit.

In our capacity as members of the Permanent Commission
of the South Pacific we hereby reiterate the terms of the docu-
ment transmitted jointly with the delegations of Chile, Ecua-
dor and Peru on 28 April (A/CONF.62/L.143).

We believe that universal recognition of the rights of
sovereignty and jurisdiction of the coastal State within a 200-
mile limit is a fundamental achievement of the countries

[Original: Spanish)
[4 June 1982)

members of the Permanent Commission of the South Pacific,
in accordance with the basic objectives of the Santiago
Declaration of 1952, to which Colombia subsequently ac-
ceded. '

Those objectives have been compiled and developed in the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which
incorporates into international law principles and institutions
essential for a more appropriate and fair exploitation of the
resources contained in coastal waters, to the benefit of the
over-all development of the peoples concerned, on the basis
of the duty and the right to protect those resources and to
conserve and guarantee that natural wealth for those peoples.

45See Yearbook of the International Law Commission, 1956, vol. 1.
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The delegation of Colombia repeats the substance of its Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea constitutes a his-
statements made at the 165th and 172nd plenary meetings, on toric act of paramount importance and strengthens the role
| and 16 April and its belief that the adoption of the United which the United Nations should rightfully play in the world. -
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