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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.158

Letter dated 24 September 1982 from the representative of the United States of
America to the President of the Conference

(Original: English]
[27 September 1982]

The delegation of the United States of America. referring to the letter dated 28 April
1982 from the representatives of Chile. Colombia, Ecuador and Peru (A/CONF.62/L.143)%°
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and to the written statement by the delegation of Colombia dated 29 April 1982
(A/CONF.62/WS/32), wishes to note the fundamental balance between the rights and
duties of coastal and other States in the adopted text of the Convention on the Law of the Sea
relating to zones of coastal State jurisdiction.

The relevant provisions of the Convention recognize, beyond and adjacent to the terri-
torial sea, specific resource-related rights and jurisdiction of the coastal State in the exclusive
economic zone, while all States continue to enjoy in that zone the high seas freedoms of navi-
gation and overflight and of the laying of submarine cables and pipelines, and other interna-
tionally lawful uses of the sea.

The United States delegation has the honour to request that this letter be circulated as
an official document of the Conference.
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(Signed) T. A. CLINGAN, Jr.
Representative of the United States

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea
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