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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/WS/3S

Statement by the delegation of Argentina dated 8 December 1982

On 30 April 1982, at the 182nd plenary meeting,59 the
Conference, on your initiative, adopted together the text of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and of
four resolutions. Argentina voted in favour because it wanted
to fulfi l the commitment of the Group of 77 to adopt the text
of the Convention as soon as possible.

On that occasion, however, the Argentine delegation placed
on record its formal reservation concerning resolution I I I ,
reiterating the reservation it had expressed on 31 March in the
informal plenary, to the effect that the resolution was unac-
ceptable to Argentina and that if separate votes had been
taken on the individual documents, it would have voted
against it.

It was not possible to do that because all the texts were sub-
mitted as a "package", thus precluding separate voting. The
wording of resolution III, particularly that of paragraph 1 (b).

[Original: Spanish]
[9 December 1982]

completely invalidates the principles contained in paragraph 2
of the former Transitional Provision with regard to territories
concerning which a dispute exists.

In this connection the Argentine Republic wishes
specifically to place on record its position that resolution III in
no way affects the "Question of the Malvinas (Falkland)
Islands", which is governed by the following specific resolu-
tions of the General Assembly: 2062 (XX), 3160 (XXVIII) ,
31/49 and 37/9, adopted within the framework of the
decolonization process.

In this connection and bearing in mind that the Malvinas
ind the South Sandwich and South Georgia Islands form an
integral part of Argentine territory, the Argentine Govern-
ment declares that it neither recognizes nor will recognize the
title of any other State or the exercise by it of any right relat-
ing to the exploration and exploitation of resources which are
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alleged to be protected in resolution I I I . Consequently, it like-
wise does not nor will not recognize and will consider null and
void any activity or measure that may be carried out or
adopted without its consent with regard to this question,
which the Argentine Government considers to be of major
importance.

Thd:Argentine Government will accordingly interpret the
occurrence of acts of the kind mentioned above as contrary to
the above-mentioned resolutions adopted by the United
Nations, the patent objective of which is the settlement of the
sovereignty dispute concerning the islands by peaceful

means—through bilateral negotiations—and through the good
offices of the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

For all these reasons the Argentine Government deeply
regrets that it will be unable to sign in Jamaica the Final Act
of the Conference or the Convention. Nothing would have
pleased my Government more than to be able to do this, since
the Convention is the product of efforts made in good will by
many countries for many years to achieve a balanced interna-
tional system in this field.

I request that this communication be issued as a document
of the Conference.
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