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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/L.92
Report of the Chairman of the Third Committee
[Original: English]
[30 March 1982]
1. I wish briefly to inform the Conference on the work
which has been done by the Third Committee with regard to
Parts XII, XIII and XIV of the draft convention, particularly
on some drafting changes. Let me reiterate for the record that
the substantive negotiations of these parts of the convention,
namely on the protection and preservation of the marine
environment, marine scientific research and transfer of technology, were completed as I had the honour to report to the
Conference at its tenth session in my report contained in
document A/CONF.62/L.71.24 Consequently, no meetings of
the Third Committee were held at the current session.
2. At this session, we examined the recommendations of
the Drafting Committee relating to specific articles within the
terms of reference of the Third Committee, and put forward
some drafting changes with a view to achieving the necessary
harmony and uniformity of the text. As stated in my letter
addressed to the President of the Conference and'to the Chairman of the Drafting Committee contained in document
A/CONF.62/L.88, a number of drafting changes were suggested. Some of them reflect directly the recommendations of
the Drafting Committee regarding articles 194, 196, 201 and
242 while others were amendments suggested by the Chair24
See Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, vol. XV (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.83.V.4).

man of the Third Committee after considering the recommendations of the Drafting Committee relating to articles 204, 207,
209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 216, 217, 222 and 226.
3. It should be recommended further that, in order to
attain harmonization amongst the different parts of the draft
convention when referring to the protection and preservation
of the marine environment, the phrase "protection and
preservation of the marine environment" be used in the
relevant provisions of Part XI, articles 145, 155 and 165, and
jmnexJII, articles 2, 13, 14 and 17.
4. With respect to article 212, paragraph 1, and article 216,
paragraph 1 (b), the expression "vessels or aircraft flying their
flag or of their registry" should be substituted by "vessels
flying their flag or vessels or aircraft of their registry". In our
view this drafting change corresponds to the fact that while
aircraft are only registered in accordance with the Chicago
Convention on International Civil Aviation,25 vessels are
identified by the flag and the registry. Such distinction may be
relevant particularly in some cases when vessels are not
required to fly a flag but nevertheless need a registration.
5. There might be some other matters of a drafting nature
which should be considered in order to attain harmonization
25
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and uniformity of the text throughout the convention. In this
connection, it should be pointed out that while in some parts
of the draft convention within the terms of reference of the
Second Committee, the term "ship" in English is used, in
Parts XII and XIII, for instance, the term "vessel" is used.
This question has been considered at an early stage of the
Conference, and after consultations with some experts, including the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization (IMCO), it was the understanding of the Third Committee that the broader term "vessel" was more appropriate, for it
would cover not only ships but also other floating structures
whose use or operation might cause pollution of the marine
environment. For this reason, in all international multilateral
treaties, in the field of the protection and preservation of the
marine environment and especially those adopted under the
auspices of IMCO, the broader term "vessel" has been used.

6. There might be some other questions of a drafting
nature which should be considered with the Chairmen of the
other Committees and the Chairman of the Drafting Committee at an appropriate time.
7. I wish to take th:s opportunity to reiterate my appreciation of the excellent work done by the Drafting Committee
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Beesley. The recommendations put forward by the Drafting Committee constitute a distinct improvement of the text and their later examination
gave us the opportunity to clarify some matters with a view to
achieving the necessary harmony and uniformity of the text.
8. Finally, I should like to express my gratitude to the
secretariat for their exemplary diligence and most valuable
assistance extended to me in the discharge of my duties.

