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Statement by the delegation of Chile dated 7 April 1982
[Original: Spanish]
[7 April! 982]
The delegation of Chile has taken cognizance of a note,
sent to you by the representative of the delegation of Argentina, Enrique Candioti. dated 1 April 1982, which appears in
Conference document A/CONF.62/WS/17 of 2 April 1982,
concerning the statement which the undersigned made at the
plenary 164th meeting on 1 April 1982.
In that statement I referred to the subject of the straits used
for international navigation, which is dealt with in the draft
.convention, and to the specific case of the Strait of Magellan.
-In this connection, the delegation of Chile considers it inadmissible that the delegation of Argentina, by the aforesaid
note, should presume to define the waters and territories
belonging to Chile.
• -In particular, the delegation of Chile rejects the assertion,
made by the Argentine representative, attributing to his country the status of a State bordering the Strait of Magellan.
Under the Boundary Treaty signed in Buenos Aires on 23 July
1881, the Strait of Magellan in its entirety—and certainly
including its two shores—is under the sovereignty of Chile.

The foregoing is without prejudice to the reservation in
respect of rights which the Government of Chile duly entered
with regard to the sea boundary in the region of the eastern
mouth of that Strait, a question which is still pending.
The delegation of Chile also rejects the assertion in the
above-mentioned note that the aforesaid Strait is the only
strait used for international navigation on which Chile has a
coast. In accordance with international law and the provisions
of the draft convention itself, only the Strait of Magellan
meets the qualifications, requirements and conditions to be
considered a strait used for international navigation, the
regime of which was established in the above-mentioned
Treaty of 1881. The other water courses under the sovereignty
of Chile form part of its internal waters and its navigation is
subject to the regime pertaining to that maritime space, a
matter which was confirmed by Decree No. 416 of 1977 concerning the system of straight baselines, issued in accordance
with Her Britannic Majesty's Arbitral Award, all of which
instruments are fully in force.

