
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea 
 

1973-1982 
Concluded at Montego Bay, Jamaica on 10 December 1982 

 
 

Document:- 
A/CONF.62/WS/20

 
 

Statement by the delegation of Turkey dated 17 April 1982 
 

Extract from the Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of  
the Sea, Volume XVI (Summary Records, Plenary, First and Second Committees, as well as 

Documents of the Conference, Eleventh Session) 
 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © United Nations 
2009 



Documents of the Conference 259

DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/WS/20

Statement by the delegation of Turkey dated 17 April 1982

The Turkish delegation has chosen to devote its initial
statement solely to the introduction of its formal amendment
in document A/CONF.62/L.120 in order to highlight the cru-
cial importance of securing the minimum conditions under
which Turkey would be able to adhere to the new convention.

In asking for the right to formulate reservations, it has
never been the Turkish delegation's intention to upset the bal-
ance of the package deal, since the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties of 1969 has prudently provided that reserva-
tions should be permitted if they are not incompatible with
the object and purpose of the Treaty. Therefore, the insinua-
tions purporting to prove the contrary are not, in the view of
the Turkish delegation, valid or justified. In our opinion, the
only route through which universality could be obtained is the
flexible approach which can be achieved by allowing the for-
mulation of reservations.

Turning now to the other formal amendments before the
Conference, the Turkish delegation supports those contained
in document A/CONF.62/L.100 regarding the composition of
the Council, of which it is also co-sponsor, as well as in docu-
ment A/CONF.62/L. 103 on the same subject.

The delegation of Turkey also lends its support to the Iraqi
amendment contained in document A/CONF.62/L.10I con-
cerning the participation of the national liberation movements
and A/CONF.62/L.102 relating to the signature of the con-
vention by the United Nations Council for Namibia.

The Turkish delegation finds the amendment by the United
Kingdom contained in document A/CONF.62/L.126 relating
to article 76. paragraph 8, reasonable and can go along with it.

The amendment by France contained in document
A/CONF.62/L.106 concerning article 60, paragraph 3, of the

[Original: English]
[17 April 1982]

draft convention deserves, in the opinion of the Turkish dele-
gation, favourable consideration.

With regard to the amendment in A/CONF.62/L.108 for-
mulated by Venezuela, the Turkish delegation supports the
main principle on which it is based, namely the possibility to
formulate reservations.

The Turkish delegation is strongly opposed to the deletion
of paragraph 3 of article 121 as proposed by the United King-
dom in A/CONF.62/L. 126.

Article 39 of the draft convention on duties of ships and air-
craft sets out in paragraph 3 (a) that the State aircraft will
normally comply with the Rules of the Air established by the
International Civil Aviation Organization. The present draft-
ing of the text is not fully compatible with article 3 (a) of the
Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation,44 signed
on 7 December 1944, which stipulates that the provisions of
the Convention are not applicable to State aircraft. The Span-
ish amendment in document A/CONF.62/L.109 aims at ex-
acerbating this incompatibility by deleting the word "nor-
mally". For this reason, the Turkish delegation is against this
proposal.

On the other hand, the Turkish delegation supports the
Spanish amendment to article 42, paragraph I (b). contained
in document A/CONF.62/L.109.

Finally, the Turkish delegation is not able to go along with
the amendments contained in documents A/CONF.62/L.97
and L.I 17 concerning article 21 of the draft convention.

•"United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 15, No. 102, p. 295.
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