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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/WS/24

Statement by the delegation of Romania dated 30 April 1982

On the occasion of the adoption of the draft convention on
the law of the sea, the Romanian delegation, on instructions
from its Government, wishes to make the following state-
ment:

1. The Convention contains a whole series of provisions
governing the access of States to the fishing resources of other
countries' economic zones, thereby giving expression to the
need to promote international co-operation in this field.

However, the right accorded to countries with special geo-
graphical characteristics regarding access to fishing resources
is limited to the strictly regional level. Insufficient account is
taken of the situation of countries in this category, Romania
among them, which are located in regions or subregions with
few fishing resources and therefore require access to the
fishing resources of the economic zones of countries in other
regions or subregions.

My delegation hopes that sufficient account will be taken of
Romania's special situation both in the conclusion of bilateral
fishing agreements and within the relevant international
bodies.

2. The Convention provides that delimitation of the con-
tinental shelf shall be effected by agreement between the
interested parties on the basis of international law, in order to
achieve an equitable solution.

The delimitation principles and criteria contained in the
Convention provide a general framework which should be

[Original: French]
[4 May 1982]

applied on the basis of international law, relevant jurispru-
dence and State practice. In that connection, in order to
achieve an equitable solution, account will have to be taken of
all relevant factors, including the fact that small, uninhabited
islands with no economic life of their own can in no way affect
the maritime spaces belonging to States' coastline proper.

3. With regard to the passage of foreign warships through
the territorial sea of other States, we believe that the solution
contained in the statement made by the President of the
Conference at the 176th plenary meeting of the Conference
on 26 April 1982, regarding the amendment to article 21, in
document A/CONF.62/L.117, reflects the willingness of the
30 sponsors of the amendment, who represent almost one and
a half billion of the world's population, to co-operate in the
effort to adopt a convention which conforms to the principles
of national independence and sovereignty and the protection
of the security interests of all States.

According to that statement, the agreement reached is
without prejudice to the right of coastal States to adopt meas-
ures to safeguard their security interests.

We hope that this solution, as well as all the other agree-
ments and understandings reached in the course of the
Conference, will be applied in good faith, thereby committing
the entire Conference and the credibility of the Convention.

4. With regard to declarations on and reservations to the
Convention, the Romanian delegation has consistently advo-
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cated a solution which would give expression to the right of
sovereign States to make reservations to and declarations on
multilateral international treaties.

The Romanian delegation believes that, by virtue of the
general rules of international law which are reflected, inter
alia, in the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties,42

States maintain their right to make reservations and declara-
tions when they become parties to international treaties.

5. With regard to the international sea-bed area, the
Romania delegation would like to reiterate that the applica-
tion of the resolution governing preparatory investments
should be in full conformity with resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17
December 1970 of the General Assembly and with Part XI of
the Convention.

As the Romanian delegation already emphasized
throughout the Conference, Romania is deeply attached to
the concept of the common heritage of mankind proclaimed
solemnly by the United Nations General Assembly in relation
to the sea-bed situated beyond the limits of States' national
jurisdiction, and amplified in the relevant provisions of the
Convention. In the light of that position and in accordance

with the principles of equity and justice, the Romanian dele-
gation considers it extremely important that the implementa-
tion of the relevant provisions of the Convention and of the
resolution on the treatment of preliminary investment should
in no way affect this heritage and that its resources should be
explored and exploited for the benefit of all States, in particu-
lar the developing countries.

In this spirit, Romania cannot agree to any measure which,
in implementing the Convention and the above-mentioned
resolution, would depart from the fundamental principles
governing the common heritage of mankind and its explora-
tion and exploitation for the benefit of all the countries of the
world.

6. Since the Romanian delegation, like many other delega-
tions, agreed to the texts drafted in the course of the Confer-
ence and to the final draft convention in the expectation that
the latter would be adopted by all States, my delegation
expresses its regret that, despite the efforts and concessions
made by the vast majority of participant countries, it was not
possible to reach a consensus on the text of the Convention.
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