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54 Resumed Eleventh Session-Plenary Meetings

188th meeting
Tuesday, 7 December 1982. at 3 p.m.

President: Mr. T. T. B. KOH (Singapore)

Statements by delegations (continued)

\. Mr. RIPHAGEN (Netherlands): On behalf of the King-
dom of the Netherlands I should like to stress the historic
importance of this final session in Jamaica. The Kingdom has
traditionally taken a great interest in the regime of the sea.
Not only has the sea been the path along which traffic to and
from other States has passed but also fisheries have always
constituted an important part of our economy.
2. The results of scientific research, particularly in the last
few decades, have brought about a radical change in a
number of views concerning the various uses of the sea. At the
same time, there has been a growing realization that not only
the riches of the land but also those of the sea are finite. It is
against that background that the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea started work. Its task, as we

all know, was far from simple, since it had been decided that
its terms of reference should include every single use of the
sea. The fact that the Conference has lasted so long has at the
same time resulted in a definite interplay between national
legislation on rights concerning the use of the sea and the
establishment of internationally acceptable rules of law. As has
been pointed out many times during the course of the Confer-
ence, the outcome of these protracted negotiations is a
compromise with which only a very few States will be entirely
satisfied.

3. At the beginning of these negotiations the Kingdom
adopted the stand that a system should be devised for the
international area that would be for the benefit of the interna-
tional community and of mankind as a whole and that special
account should be taken of the needs of developing countries.
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Undeniably, the definition of what constitutes the interna-
tional area has been radically reduced in the mean time as a
result of the wishes of the coastal States concerning jurisdic-
tion over coastal waters. In a comparatively short space of
time the concept of economic zones has been incorporated
into the domestic legislation of many States.
4. The great importance of the Convention is, however, that
it formulates rules of law applicable to all the users of the sea.
Each State can require other States to observe the rules con-
tained in it, and we feel it to be of very great importance that
the Convention provides procedures for resolving conflicts in
a peaceful way should they unfortunately occur. We consider
this to be of particular importance in preventing conflicts
relating to the many different uses to which the sea can be
put.
5. The Government also regards the establishment of the
Convention to be a major contribution to the further develop-
ment of North-South relations.
6. It is a special privilege for me to be able to announce that
the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands has
resolved to sign the Convention during this final session. This
is a clear indication of the importance with which the Govern-
ment of the Kingdom views the establishment of the Conven-
tion.
7. The decision to sign the Convention was not reached
without difficulty, however. In particular, the provisions in
the Convention concerning deep-sea mining are still subject to
various objections. This includes those provisions concerning
the mandatory transfer of technology. These objections are
shared by other industrialized States and give rise to uncer-
tainty as to whether the regime will function sufficiently
effectively as to make it possible for sea-bed operations to be car-
ried out by the companies concerned.
8. The Government of the Kingdom will therefore continue
its efforts to implement these provisions during the prepara-
tory stage in such a way as to remove those objections as far
as possible. In our view, it is in the interests of the interna-
tional community as a whole that the international sea-bed
regime be implemented in such a way that all enterprises
interested in deep-sea mining can regard the regime as^a spur
to continue their work. It is, after all, an experiment which has
no precedent, and we hope therefore that it will be imple-
mented with wisdom and that business-like arguments will
continue to be decisive in the choices that still have to be
made. It will therefore also be necessary to restrict the finan-
cial costs to a reasonable minimum. States which are still hesi-
tating about whether or not to participate in the Convention
must be given no pretext for refusing on the grounds that the
financial costs are too high.
9. My delegation recalls that my country is a member of the
European Economic Community and that it has transferred
competence to the Community in certain matters governed by
the Convention. Detailed declarations on the nature and
extent of such competence will be made in due course, in
accordance with the provisions of annex IX of the Conven-
tion.
10. I should like to make clear that a decision to sign the
Convention does not necessarily mean that the Government
of the Kingdom has definitely decided to ratify it in due
course. A separate decision will have to be taken concerning
ratification. The outcome of the further negotiations, includ-
ing the financial consequences and the overall acceptability of
the regime in its final form, will play its part in taking the
decision whether or not to ratify the Convention.
11. On behalf of the Netherlands delegation 1 should like to
thank you, Mr. President, in particular for the indefatigable
way in which you have presided over these negotiations, espe-
cially in the closing stages. You have acted as a sincere inter-
preter of the wishes of the international community, seeking

to do justice to the interests of both the developing countries
and the industrialized world. You have shown concern for
both the States which stand to gain much from the Conven-
tion and those which will gain less.
12. It is also fitting here to recall the work of your predeces-
sor in office, Mr. Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe of Sri Lanka,
since it is because of his leadership that the foundations for
the Convention were so solidly laid. I mention in particular
his efforts in preparing the articles concerning dispute settle-
ment in the Convention.
13. I regret that it is not possible in the time available to
thank every member of the Bureau and of the secretariat per-
sonally. Suffice it to say that the Conference would never
have succeeded without the unrelenting efforts and co-
operation of everyone who was called on to shoulder particu-
lar responsibilities during the negotiations.
14. I should like to conclude by thanking our hosts, the
Government and people of Jamaica, for their warm hospital-
ity.
15.. Mr. de FIGUEIREDO (Angola): The presence of the
overwhelming majority of States Members of the United
Nations is proof that mankind has a choice of the direction
the world will take and that, if we are to exercise this choice
intelligently and responsibly, then our solidarity must tran-
scend our differences.
16. "We have not inherited the earth from our fathers, we
are borrowing it from our children." Each generation there-
fore has the moral obligation to treat this trust with respect
and not to overuse, misuse or abuse the earth's bounty and
the earth's resources, but to use them for the good of all and
not just of a few.
17. No longer are the seas and oceans merely adjuncts to life
on land, used only for navigation and fishing. They are
becoming more and more important for their vast resources of
energy, food, minerals and even space. As the demands of the
peoples of the earth mushroom, we will turn more and more
to the water mass to answer increasing demands.
18. Science and technology have enabled the world to har-
ness the resources of the sea-bed and ocean floor. It should be
obligatory on us all to ensure that the riches which technology
and science have placed within man's reach do not become a
source of further conflict.
19. The land mass has seen conflict and violence for
thousands of years, violence whose origins lie in the concept
of personal property attained by birth and by acquisition.
While the seas have remained free of this concept, some
imperialist Powers with their advanced technology have
attempted to transplant economic imperialism to the seas by
treating them as their national preserve. Their chauvinistic
policies have resulted in the extension to the high seas of the
colonialism, imperialism and expansionism which have
already victimized the land mass of the third world.
20. This economic exploitation is backed by muscle and mil-
itary might. My delegation hopes that the ocean-based activi-
ties generated by military pacts will be controlled by the
coming into force of the Convention and that it will act as a
deterrent to the formation of new military pacts such as the
proposed South Atlantic treaty organization.
21. This Convention and its application will have far-
reaching consequences in the way the international commu-
nity works together. It is an attempt that is called a globaliza-
tion of policies, an attempt to find a global answer to a global
problem. The draft convention may not fully answer all our
concerns and needs, but it is at least an attempt to work out a
system, if not on the principle of identical interests, then on
the principle of parallel interests.
22. Building on these parallel interests between developed
and developing countries, between North and South, is the
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essence of the new international economic order. The draft
convention is the product of years of arduous negotiation,
compromises and consensus. It is regrettable, indeed, that
those for whom the most compromises were made to enable
this Convention to be formulated have now reneged on their
earlier commitment.
23. The Convention is not a perfect document. While I am
directed to express the intention of my Government to sign
both the Final Act and the Convention, I am also directed to
place on record the right reserved by the People's Republic of
Angola to interpret certain articles in the Convention in the
context of Angola's sovereignty and territorial integrity. We
intend to refer to our interpretation of certain articles of the
Convention at a later date, at the time of ratification.
24. However, we will be signing the Convention with good
will and sincerity, with due regard to the norms and,the prin-
ciples of international law. We expect no less from others, in
particular on those issues which deal with State sovereignty.
25. We are signing the Convention but we are not signing
away our sovereignty. Certain issues with which the Conven-
tion deals, such as the right of transit and access to the sea and
its resources, are matters to be negotiated in good faith
between the States involved and will be considered by my
Government on the basis of solidarity, co-operation and
friendship, and not as another State's inherent right, under
either this or any other convention.
26. Someone once wrote that 30 years was the life of most
great treaties, while Hall Fisher in his Political Prophecies said
that if a treaty served its turn for 10 or 20 years the wisdom of
its framers was sufficiently justified. The Angolan delegation
hopes that this Convention which we are gathered here to sign
will prove to be both just and durable.
27. In conclusion, on behalf of my delegation I wish to
thank the Government and people of Jamaica for acting as
hosts for such a historic Conference. Mr. President, I should
like to pay a tribute to you, to the Secretary-General of the
Conference and to the secretariat, whose hard work through
all these years has contributed much to the drafting of this
Convention.
28. Mr. MARTYNENK.O (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republics) (interpretation from Russian): The delegation of the
Ukrainian SSR notes with satisfaction that the United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea has approached, thanks to
the combined efforts of its participants, the final stage of its
work after completing the tremendous task of drafting the
Law of the Sea Convention.
29. This document embodies in a very special way interna-
tional legal principles and rules governing the uses of the seas
and the exploitation of the resources of the oceans of the
world. The great majority of the participants in the Confer-
ence have shown their firm conviction to work out a Conven-
tion based on the principles of equality and mutual benefit,
and a high sense of responsibility with regard to the situation
on the world oceans, and they have demonstrated a great deal
of moderation and patience. All this has made possible a
gradual accommodation of the positions of individual States
and has helped to overcome unilateral trends.
30. It is particularly important also to stress the fact that the
majority of the participants in the Conference have per-
sistently tried by the adoption of the Law of the Sea Conven-
tion to establish a legal regime on the seas and oceans that
would contribute to the development of international co-
operation which would promote the uses of the ocean space
and its resources in the interests'of all States, taking into spe-
cial account the interests of the developing countries.
31. Our delegation believes that the Convention can and
must be regarded not only as an outstanding legal act but also
as an extremely important political document aimed at the
strengthening of peace and security and co-operation among

States with different social and economic systems in using the
wealth of the world oceans for the benefit of their peoples and
for the interests of mankind as a whole.
32. The fact that compromise agreements have been
achieved at the Conference is a direct consequence of the
deep changes in the whole system of international relations
which came about in the 1970s under the impact of the relax-
ation of international tension. The United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea has come into being as a result of
the efforts made for so many years. It reflects objectively the
needs of the world's political and economic development and
is testimony to the victory of a reasonable and realistic
approach to the solution of international problems. We
believe that the main merit of the Convention consists in the
fact that the principles of mutual respect and sovereign equal-
ity of States underlie its provisions.
33. However, we cannot say the same thing concerning reso-
lution II, which contains unequal requirements with respect to
different groups of States as far as the preparatory invest-
ments in the pioneer activities for the exploration of poly-
metallic nodules are concerned.
34. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR would like to
express, as it did at previous sessions, its regrets with regard to
the open refusal of the United States to uphold the agree-
ments reached on the question of exploiting the mineral
resources of the sea-bed. It must be noted that these agree-
ments were reached with the active participation of the
United States delegation. The United States stand in relation
to the new Convention on the Law of the Sea has been con-
demned by the absolute majority of States from the rostrum
of the Conference and in the General Assembly. The state-
ments of many participants in the Conference have quite
rightly taken note of the refusal of the United States to
uphold the agreements previously reached, which is in con-
tradiction with the generally accepted principle of continuity
in inter-State relations and pursues the goal of obtaining uni-
lateral benefits for transnational corporations to the detriment
of the interests of other countries and peoples.
35. Starting with the consideration of law-of-the-sea ques-
tions in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea-Bed
and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of National Jurisdic-
tion and throughout all eleven sessions of the Conference, the
delegation of the Ukrainian SSR, as well as most other parti-
cipants in the Conference, made every effort to seek mutually
acceptable compromise decisions which would contribute to a
speedy adoption of a convention and make it possible for
most delegations to adhere to it. It is obvious that not all the
problems have been solved in the Convention text in a way
which would be suitable to each individual delegation, includ-
ing that of the Ukrainian SSR. But we took account of the
fact that the Convention represented a complex package of
compromise decisions and abstained from attempts to intro-
duce any amendments in the text of the Convention. We
acted in this way in order to preserve the Convention as a
whole, for the sake of maintaining a balanced agreement.
Therefore, we shall object categorically to proposals aimed at
amending, under any pretext, the provisions of the Conven-
tion and related resolutions of the Conference.
36. We shall also oppose in the most resolute manner
attempts to obtain unilateral advantages from the Conven-
tion. The Convention is indivisible, and those who do not
want to enter into commitments in this international docu-
ment cannot count on enjoying the rights granted to the
Convention's participants.
37. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR would like to take
this opportunity to state that the Government of the
Ukrainian SSR has decided to sign the United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea at this closing session of the
Conference.
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38. Our delegation would like at the same time to note that,
in signing the Convention, the Ukrainian SSR will abstain
from making the declarations provided for in article 310 of
the Convention. We expect the same approach from other
delegations. We proceed from the assumption here that this
kind of interpretative declarations would inevitably provoke
many responses from States having a different viewpoint on
each question involved and that this might aggravate and
complicate the situation at the session and affect the Conven-
tion itself. If such declarations are made, the Ukrainian SSR
reserves the right to determine its attitude on them at a later
stage.

39. As to the option of determining the means for the settle-
ment of disputes provided for in articles 287, 292 and 298 of
the Convention, the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR will, in
signing the Convention, declare that it opts for arbitration, as
set forth in annex VII, as the main means of settling disputes
concerning the interpretation and the application of the Con-
vention. To consider disputes concerning fisheries, navigation,
marine scientific research and the protection and preservation
of the marine environment, including pollution from vessels
and by dumping, the Ukrainian SSR opts for special arbitra-
tion, as set forth in annex VIII.

40. The Ukrainian SSR intends also to declare that it
accepts the competence of the International Tribunal for the
Law of the Sea, under article 292, related to questions of
prompt release of vessels or their crews.

41. In accordance with article 298, the Ukrainian SSR will
state that it will not accept the binding procedures envisaged
in paragraph 1 of this article, which entails a binding decision
on disputes relating to the delimitation of marine boundaries,
disputes concerning military activities and disputes in respect
of which the Security Council is exercising the function
assigned to it by the United Nations Charter.

42. Our delegation would like to confirm once again the
position of the Ukrainian SSR on the question of participa-
tion in the Convention. As we have previously done, we
firmly uphold the position that the United Nations Conven-
tion should be signed by the authorized representatives of the
People's Republic of Kampuchea. The bloody Pol Pot regime,
which has been discredited by the Kampuchean people, does
not have and cannot have any such credentials because it does
not really represent anyone.

43. As to the question of participation in the Convention by
"self-governing associated States", the delegation of the
Ukrainian SSR would like to state the following. If the stra-
tegic Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands—Micronesia—which
is under the trusteeship of the United States, or any part
thereof desires to participate in the Convention, we shall
proceed from the fact that under the United Nations Charter
any change in the status of a strategic Trust Territory or the
conditions of the Trusteeship Agreement can be made only by
a decision of the Security Council in accordance with Article
83 of the United Nations Charter.

44. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
should be open for full participation by the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization and other national liberation movements
recognized by the United Nations. We consider that the
declaration of the resources of the subsoil of the seas and
oceans beyond the limits of national jurisdiction as the com-
mon heritage of mankind would be deprived of some of its
sense and meaning if the peoples struggling for national liber-
ation could not enjoy their rightful part of this heritage.

45. In conclusion, the delegation of the Ukrainian SSR
expresses sincere gratitude and best wishes to the Govern-
ment and the people of Jamaica for their cordiality and hospi-
tality and thanks you, Mr. President, and the Bureau for your
efforts.

46. Mr. GAYAN (Mauritius): The Mauritius delegation has
gladly accepted the invitation of the Government of Jamaica
to come to Montego Bay in order to conclude the work of the
final session of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea. We are grateful to the Jamaican Government
for having offered at short notice to act as host to this large
Conference and for the excellent arrangements that have
been made to ensure the success of our work here. This
augurs well for the Preparatory Commission, which is
scheduled to meet in March 1983 in Jamaica, and later, when
the Convention on the Law of the Sea has entered into force,
for the International Sea-Bed Authority.
47. As we hold in our hands the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea, we cannot escape the sentiment that
this Convention is much more than a legal instrument: it is a
monument to peace and order in the oceans. We are all for-
tunate in having a part to play in the historic moment when
the Convention becomes a living instrument. This is a
moment which all of us here have been waiting for, and it is
fitting that we should have come back to the Caribbean,
where the new law of the sea was initiated, to see the work of
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea
crowned with success.
48. More than 150 sovereign States, as well as Territories not
yet independent, have actively participated in the shaping and
drawing up of the provisions of this landmark Convention-.
This Convention is unique not only for what it has achieved in
the progressive development of the international law of the
sea but also and more so for the promises it holds for the
poorer members of the international community. This Con-
vention has also been able to ensure in one text that the
interests of all States, big and small, have been taken care of
to the maximum degree possible. It has a claim to universality
as no other convention has ever had in the history of man-
kind.
49. Although a convention of this magnitude cannot satisfy
every State fully, it is still important to note that this Conven-
tion represents the best possible compromise which human
effort could have achieved.
50. The Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the
Sea set out to establish a legal order for the seas and oceans
which would facilitate international communication and pro-
mote the peaceful uses of the seas and oceans, the equitable
and efficient utilization of their resources and the study, pro-
tection and preservation of the marine environment. This has
been done in a Convention which contains 320 articles and
nine annexes. This is no small achievement. Much time was
spent on each one of the articles, and compromises were
reached after long and painful negotiations. The legitimate
interests of States were fully gone into before an article was
included in the Convention. The Conference has had to inno-
vate constantly with negotiating techniques and mechanisms.
At no time during all these years of negotiations did we
despair of one day succeeding in our efforts to draft a univer-
sally acceptable convention. The text of the Convention is by
no means a perfect text—it cannot be by the nature of
things—but it does represent a political compromise, indeed
the best political compromise possible in the circumstances.
51. We look upon this Convention as a package, the con-
tents of which have to be taken as a whole. It contains various
mini-packages and it is not possible to open a package
without unleashing the danger that all other packages could
fall apart. It is on account of this fact that we as a delegation
do not compute our gains and our losses in the Convention.
We realize that somebody's gains must result in somebody
else's losses.
52. When we assess the articles in the Convention individu-
ally we cannot but conclude that developing countries have
had a raw deal on the whole. The benefits from the exploita-
tion of the exclusive economic zone and the continental shelf
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which the developed countries are likely to derive far exceed
the benefits which the developing countries can ever hope to
derive from their own exclusive economic zones and con-
tinental shelves. States like the United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia, the Soviet Union have much more to gain from the
Convention than other States, especially those in the develop-
ing world.
53. The same comment can be justifiably made with regard
to sea-bed mining. The system of exploration and exploitation
which is enshrined in the Convention is the embodiment of
the preference of the industrialized countries for the parallel
system, to the detriment of the unitary system. It is good to
note that this compromise on the system was made possible
by the undertaking given by industrialized countries to give
the means, both financial and technological, to the Enterprise,
the operational arm of the International Sea-Bed Authority,
to make it viable. We may rightly ask ourselves the question
whether this undertaking has been fulfilled. We all know the
answer to that question.
54. We can also ask the question whether the interests of
those developing States that are producers of minerals to be
mined from the Area have been adequately protected. These
are pertinent questions and the answers, unfortunately, will
have to be postponed for a while. What is definite, however, is
that Part XI of the Convention represents the ultimate
compromise. Any further tampering with it will result in mak-
ing a mockery of the common heritage of mankind.
55. We do not, however, believe in dissecting the articles in
the Convention individually; we prefer to look at the Conven-
tion as a whole as a gigantic package.
56. A large part of the Convention is merely a codification
of existing customary international law and as such does not
pose any problem. Certain matters which were considered as
notions during the 1974 session of the Conference held at
Caracas have now been translated into international law as a
result of widespread State practice. These matters relate to a
territorial sea of 12 nautical miles, for example.
57. This Convention confirms the existence in international
law of the common heritage of mankind and it has also pro-
gressively developed international ocean law. It has recog-
nized the existence of archipelagic States and the rights of
land-locked States. This is a matter of special concern to us in
Africa because the African continent alone has the largest
number of land-locked States.
58. We are particularly gratified to see reflected in the Con-
vention a basically African idea which permits land-locked
States to have access to the surplus of living resources.
59. By its insistence on sharing equitably the benefits of
the oceans, with regard both to living and to non-living
resources, in relation not only to resources lying within the
limits of national jurisdiction but also to those lying outside
those limits, the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea has started preparing the stage for a new international
economic order.
60. This Convention has received extensive support from the
world community; this indicates that the work of the Confer-
ence has been worth while. The Convention has paid particu-
lar attention to the needs and interests of the major maritime
Powers, particularly to those of the United States and the
Soviet Union. We can only express the hope that the reports
one hears from the United States to the effect that it is out to
kill the treaty because it smacks of world government are not
accurate and that at a future date the United States will
decide to become a party to the Convention.
61. There can be no possible or viable alternative to this
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Any other
arrangement, by whatever name it is called, will be outside
the framework of legality. By even contemplating a mini-
treaty, States sponsoring such a move are seriously undermin-

ing the fabric of international co-operation on which the
peace and security of the world depend. A mini-treaty would
effectively result in the carving up of the international sea-bed
area in a manner reminiscent of the way in which the con-
tinent I come from was carved up in the last century. Such
steps will be in flagrant violation of the agreed notions in the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
62. As the Conference winds up its business here this week
we shall then set the stage for the Preparatory Commission to
start fulfilling its mandate. The mandate of the Preparatory
Commission is to deal with technical matters, to put flesh on
some of the bones of the Convention, to prepare draft rules,
regulations and procedures. It will have to clarify certain arti-
cles in order to ensure that there are no ambiguities. On the
work and reports of that Commission will largely depend
whether or not those States that experience difficulties with
the Convention today will eventually become parties to it.
63. The Commission will have to ensure that the same spirit
of understanding and mutual accommodation which inspired
the work of this Conference to arrive at a universally accept-
able Convention on the Law of the Sea is present throughout
the deliberations of the Preparatory Commission. In its desire
to be realistic and business-like the Preparatory Commission
must shed all ideological inferences; it must be in position to
call for and accept independent advice and suggestions. It
must also avail itself of the powers it will have to make use of
outside sources of expertise in accordance with United
Nations practice to facilitate its work. It must also ensure that
the Enterprise is brought into effective operation as soon as
possible.
64. Every State which has been at the forefront of the nego-
tiations and which has fully participated in the drafting of
many of the controversial articles of the Convention, and
which is thinking of staying out of the Convention, must in
my submission think again. It must be in a position to demon-
strate its ability to overcome short-term national preoccupa-
tions in order to prepare for long-term universal agreement.
At a time in the history of the world when mankind needs
above all to strengthen international structures and ideals, it is
sad to witness the revival of nationalism in some parts of the
world.
65. As the curtain is about to fall on the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, after so many
years of arduous and lengthy negotiations, it is my pleasant
duty today to pay a tribute to the invaluable contributions to
this Convention made by Mr. Shirley Amerasinghe, the late
President of the Conference, and by Mr. Arvid Pardo.
Without their contributions and their inspired guidance we
should not be here today celebrating the success of the Con-
vention.
66. It is also my pleasant duty to pay a tribute to you, Mr.
President, to the other leaders of the Conference—particularly
the Collegium—the Secretariat and the non-governmental
organizations, especially the International Ocean Institute and
the Neptune group, which helped many representatives from
the third world to understand the intricacies of certain vital
issues in the Convention.
67. In conclusion I should like to say that as we enter the
virgin territory of the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea we can understand the apprehensions of some peo-
ple when they are about to do it for the first time. We can
only hope that these apprehensions will be short-lived and
that those people can enjoy the benefits of the Convention
while helping us to share some of the burdens.
68. As far as Mauritius is concerned, we believe that we can
live with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea. Faced with the choice between a legal regime for the
oceans, which only a few years ago was acceptable even to the
United States, and a situation which promotes chaos in the
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oceans, we have decided to opt for the legal regime. On Fri-
day, 10 December 1982, Mauritius will sign the Final Act of
the Conference and the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea.
69. Sir Thomas DAVIS (Cook Islands): I am delighted to be
here today in Jamaica to participate in this special session of
the Law of the Sea Conference. My representative to the vari-
ous sessions of this Conference has reported to me in glowing
terms your personal active and most positive role in these
negotiations, Mr. President. In this respect we are most grate-
ful for your efforts and the efforts of all those who have
worked so hard to achieve this milestone in international co-
operation.
70. I should also like to express my deepest thanks to our
hosts for the excellent facilities provided and for the generous
courtesies they have kindly extended.
71. When we first decided to accede to this Convention we
did so because we felt very strongly that it would serve the
long-term interests of our country in particular and the small
island States of the South Pacific region in general.
72. It is my understanding that at one of the plenary meet-
ings of the Conference the question of participation in the
Convention by self-governing and Associated States was dis-
cussed. 1 am grateful that the Conference has recognized our
right to sign this Convention and thereby receive the benefits
and protection of its provisions. On the same note 1 should
like to add that the international community must view the
position of small island States realistically. It must accept that
there now exists a new breed of State whose dreams and
expectations are no different from those of States defined
under international law.
73. To this end I should like briefly to review the situation of
the Cook Islands, which I believe is representative of many
other scattered small island States in the South Pacific, to
indicate how important the effect of this Convention will be to
a large number of us.
74. The exclusive economic zone of the Cook Islands covers
an area of 1,360,000 square kilometres in the centre of the
Pacific Ocean. It is one of the larger zones claimed by any
country. The Cook Islands comprises 15 small islands span-
ning a distance of 800 miles from north to south and 400 miles
from east to west. Half of these are atolls relying on tradi-
tional atoll economies. The islands in the southern group
depend upon agriculture and tourism, while those in the
northern group depend on copra production, pearling and
fishing. The total land mass of the Cook Islands is only 94
square miles. Therefore the importance of the resources of the
zone cannot be underestimated.
75. Although the Cook Islands has no commercial fleet of its
own, we have entered into agreements with Taiwan and
South Korea to fish in the zone. We are now negotiating with
other countries to develop the resources of the zone through
partnership agreements.
76. Because of its limited resources, the Cook Islands is
unable to patrol the zone within its own capabilities. Accord-
ingly, assistance has been given by New Zealand and offered
by Australia for air surveillance, and by France for any
surface-surveillance requirements.
77. Possessing, as we do, the rights and responsibilities of all
nations, we have enacted laws having extraterritorial effect.
In particular, in 1977 the Parliament of the Cook Islands
enacted the Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone
Act. In 1979 we declared our zone.
78. The Cook Islands Parliament makes its own laws. No
other parliament can make laws for the Cook Islands. Only
the Cook Islands Government and legislature can take the
steps necessary to give effect to obligations under the Conven-
tion within the Cook Islands.

79. Following our accession to this Convention, we will be
placing before our Parliament the appropriate statutory
instruments of ratification.
80. This brief description is representative of many other
Pacific nations. We, like others here, are of course disap-
pointed that some large and important countries have chosen
not to sign the Convention at this time. Naturally there were
questions of principles involved.
81. For our part, we would like to assure these countries that
they will be welcome to utilize their much greater technologi-
cal capabilities in our zone and to exploit the resources in
partnership with us and to the benefit of all. It is only a matter
of simple negotiation to our mutual benefit.
82. There is in some quarters a distressing and perhaps
capricious reluctance to accept some of us as members of the
international community. As a result, our problems and those
of our neighbouring countries in the Pacific are likely to be
overlooked. That is why this Convention, preserving as it does
the common heritage of mankind, is so important to us. What
is now needed is for some countries that are unfamiliar with
the problems of small developing island countries to accept
this. In the final analysis, the status of a community depends
upon and is a result of the readiness of other States to deal
with that community as possessing international personality.
83. I, as Prime Minister of the Cook Islands, have journeyed
to sign this Convention because of its economic importance to
us. It is my sincere hope that the document before us will
indeed assist us and other scattered island nations with a lim-
ited land mass but a generous exclusive economic zone. It is
also my sincere hope that larger and more fortunate nations
than our own will be sympathetic to our future hopes for both
the utilization and the nurturing of this resource so that it will
be of mutual benefit to us and to those who wish to share it
with us.
84. Mr. HAMOUD (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): I
wish at the outset to extend to the people and Government of
Jamaica a cordial greeting on behalf of the Government and
people of Iraq and on my own behalf. We express to them our
thanks and appreciation for the generous hospitality extended
to us and for the fine facilities and preparation of the Confer-
ence, notwithstanding the short amount of time that has
passed since the Government of Jamaica assumed responsibil-
ity for acting as host to this Conference.
85. My delegation is also pleased to express its appreciation
to you, Mr. President, for the important role you have
assumed in the service of this Conference and for bringing it
to a successful conclusion from the moment you assumed the
duties that fell to you at the death of Hamilton Shirley
Amerasinghe, who carried out his responsibilities with great
ability and with distinction. Our thanks go also to the other
officers of the Conference as well, all of whom have played a
most worthy role in ensuring the success of its work.
86. At a time when the Conference is drawing to a close, my
country's delegation must also express its thanks and appreci-
ation to the Secretariat and the Secretary-General's Special
Representative, Mr. Zuleta, the Executive Secretary. Mr.
David Hall, and the other members of the Conference, for
having played their important roles so skilfully and with such
dedication. We must also pay a tribute to the translation and
interpretation services, notably the Arabic interpretation and
translation services for the excellent assistance they have pro-
vided in spite of the fact that the use of the Arabic language is
a_recent innovation in United Nations deliberations.
87. The Unitea Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which we are about to sign, represents an important develop-
ment in international law. It is an instrument comprising a
delicate balance and compromise among all the peoples of the
world: it does not confine itself to protecting the interests of a
given group to the exclusion of other groups. All the States



60 Resumed Eleventh Session-Plenary Meetings

here have sacrificed a part of their interests, and they have
done so in order to preserve the vital and noble interests of
the international community.
88. Iraq has decided to sign this Convention, in spite of the
fact that it does not meet all of Iraq's needs as a geographi-
cally disadvantaged State. The Convention gives some rights
to such States, but it imposes some restrictions upon them. We
have, however, accepted the Convention, in spite of the
exclusive economic zone, which we find unacceptable. We
continue to believe that that shortcoming can be redressed
with good faith on the part of the countries of the region con-
cerned, notably the coastal States on semi-enclosed seas. The
Convention has left to those States the possibility of conclud-
ing additional, regional conventions to ensure the optimum
exploitation of the biological riches of the sea and to provide
protection against the risks of pollution, as well as to promote
joint scientific research efforts.
89. We would have wished to see the Convention confer
upon national liberation movements the status of full-fledged
parties, and not merely the status of observers. We base that
view on the principle of the rights of peoples to self-
determination and to ensure the protection of their national
riches. Indeed, that is a principle that has already been
approved and recognized by the United Nations. We have,
nevertheless, accepted the Convention because we are con-
vinced that victory for those movements is inevitable and that,
after that victory, once they have shaken off the yoke of colo-
nialism and foreign occupation, they will adhere to the Con-
vention as full-fledged members.
90. We would also have liked to see a regime set up for the
exploration and exploitation of the international zone beyond
the limits of national jurisdiction, a regime that would have
been immune from exploitation by monopolies belonging to a
handful of States. Nevertheless, the nature of the negotiations
and the results we have achieved have led us to accept the
regime provided for in the Convention, in spite of its many
shortcomings.
91. In spite of the criticisms that can be made of the Con-
vention, we believe that it provides us with an excellent
regime for the seas and oceans and that it contains a great
many positive points. The Convention constitutes a true
framework for peace on the seas and the appropriate
implementation of its provisions would be a true guarantee
for the protection of the interests of peoples and for overcom-
ing all negative factors. For example, the application in good
faith of the regime of navigation in international straits, and
the extension of that regime to access to straits and their
islands, could make of such straits a channel for co-operation
and for peace among nations.
92. Iraq's pragmatic policy is based on the principles of
non-alignment and peaceful coexistence and on the concern
to establish international relations on the basis of mutual
respect for the rights of all peoples. That policy has led Iraq to
take the decision to sign this Convention. We view the Con-
vention as constituting a codification of the existing rules of
international law. It is the sole international instrument that
will in the future govern the seas, be it a codification of the
existing rules of actual international law currently obtaining
between States or the reflection of the will of the overwhelm-
ing majority of the international community, as expressed in
the vote that took place on 30 April this year. It is our view
that any domestic legislation or international convention
among a few States that runs counter to this Convention
should be considered as lacking any legal validity. We repeat
here what has been said by the Chairman of the Group of 77,
namely, that any agreement concluded outside the framework
of this Convention should be considered as having no legal
value and would give States the right to take any measures
they deemed necessary to ensure the protection of their rights.
The abstention of certain States from signing the Convention

is most regrettable, and we address an urgent appeal to those
States to reconsider their position and to join us as soon as
possible.
93. Finally, I extend my delegation's greetings and thanks to
all those who have contributed so whole-heartedly and devot-
edly to the success of this Conference.
94. Mr. LUSAKA (President of the United Nations Council
for Namibia): On behalf of the delegation of the United
Nations Council for Namibia, I should first like to express our
gratitude for the warm and generous hospitality extended to
us by the Government and the people of Jamaica as the host
of this historic final session of the Third United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea, which will culminate in
the signing of the Final Act of the Conference and the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
95. I should also like to pay a tribute to you, Mr. President,
for the skill and wisdom with which you have conducted the
conclusion of the historic task of preparing this Convention,
and to the memory of your predecessor, Mr. Hamilton Shirley
Amerasinghe, who for years played a leading role in guiding
the work of this Conference.
96. It is a long way from 1609. In that year the Dutch jurist
Hugo Grotius published a treatise, Mare Liberum, which held
that the oceans beyond a narrow belt of territorial waters were
open to all nations. As is well known, this concept gradually
won widespread acceptance, and the doctrine of the freedom
of the seas served well for nearly three centuries. However,
the accelerating pace of technology and economic and social
progress in recent years have led to the global efforts of which
this Conference is a part.
97. The United Nations Council for Namibia as the legal
Administering Authority for that Territory until independence
has participated in the United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea since 1977 with a view to ensuring that
Namibia's interests are protected. It was a source of great
satisfaction to the Council when Namibia became a full
member of the Conference in 1980 and later attained the right
to sign and ratify the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea.
98. Namibia has a vast littoral and sea, rich in fisheries and
mineral resources that are a potential source of great wealth
for the Namibian people. However, at the present time these
resources are being ruthlessly exploited by the illegal occupa-
tion regime of South Africa and by foreign economic interests
which operate with no regard whatsoever for the welfare of
the Namibian people or the integrity of a future independent
Namibia. The Council denounces and condemns such activi-
ties and reiterates that the exploitation of the resources of
Namibia by foreign economic interests under the protection
of the illegal South African regime is illegal and contributes to
the continuation of the illegal occupation of that Territory.
99. As the legal Administering Authority for Namibia until
independence, the Council for Namibia is fully conscious of
its responsibility to protect the natural resources of the Terri-
tory, which are the inviolable heritage of the Namibian peo-
ple. To that end the Council has enacted Decree No. 1 for the
Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia and has
actively promoted its implementation. The Council has also
defended and promoted the interests of the Namibians by
holding consultations with Governments, by representing the
Territory in international conferences and by encouraging
wider public support for Namibia's struggle for independence
under the leadership of the South West Africa People's
Organization, the sole and authentic representative of the
Namibian people.
100. Since it began participating in the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea on behalf of Na-
mibia, the Council has worked in close consultation with the
Group of 77 in matters of particular importance to Namibia,



188th meeting-7 December 1982 61

such as the basic conditions of prospecting, exploration and
exploitation of marine resources, and the transfer of technol-
ogy-
101. In this and other forums, the Council has solemnly
declared that Namibia must accede to independence with its
territorial integrity intact, including Walvis Bay and the
offshore islands, and has unequivocally reaffirmed the
relevant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly to
the effect that Walvis Bay and the offshore islands are an
integral part of Namibia and that any action by South Africa
to separate them from the Territory is illegal and null and
void.
102. In signing the Final Act and the Convention on the
Law of the Sea, the United Nations Council undertakes to
ensure the rights of Namibia over its territorial sea and its
exclusive economic zone in accordance with the Council's
mandate and the decisions that it adopted in its Arusha
Declaration and Programme of Action on Namibia of 13 May
1982. In this connection the Council strongly condemns South
Africa's attempts to extend in its own name Namibia's terri-
torial sea and to proclaim an exclusive zone for Namibia, and
therefore declares such acts to be null and void.
103. The United Nations Council for Namibia, which on
behalf of Namibia now joins in the celebration of this historic
occasion, wishes to take this opportunity strongly to reaffirm
that it will continue to intensify its efforts to end the illegal
occupation of the Territory by South Africa so that the
Namibian people may freely exercise its inalienable right
to self-determination and independence.
104. Mr. TORRAS de la LUZ (Cuba) (interpretation from
Spanish): My delegation would like first to express publicly its
gratitude to the delegation of Jamaica for the exemplary way
in which it has shouldered its responsibilities in preparing for
this session, which will enable us successfully to conclude it by
10 December here.
105. I should like also to pay a tribute to the late President
of the Conference, Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe, who
among his many contributions undoubtedly rescued it from
failure at the second session, when, with his characteristic
energy, he ensured that the rules of procedure would be
adopted in the envisaged time-limit. We pay a tribute, too, to
Mr. Tommy Koh, whose intelligence and negotiating and
diplomatic skill made il possible for us to achieve what many
delegations, including my own, had thought we could not
achieve. Like previous speakers, I would stress the services
rendered to the Conference by the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General, Mr. Bernardo Zuleta, a tireless and
skilful negotiator. Finally, justice demands that we also thank
Mr. David Hall, the irreplaceable Executive Secretary of our
Conference, and all the personnel of the secretariat, as well as
the three vice-chairmen of the main committees, who were
the co-architects of our Convention. The efforts of everyone
were necessary to achieve the goals that we had set for our-
selves.
106. We have travelled a long road, as has been said by a
large number of speakers, and we are now at the point of
signing the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea. There have been few events of such great historical
importance. Indeed, this event, by its significance, is secon-
dary only to the signature of the United Nations Charter
itself. The Convention that we are about to sign establishes a
legal regime for the use of the seas and the oceans and the
exploitation of their resources. It is an extremely important
step in the development of international law and a valuable
contribution to the maintenance of international peace and
security, and the elimination of the cause of many conflicts—
namely, the refusal of some great Powers to recognize the
needs of what is euphemistically called the countries of the
third world in regard to the use of their seas and the resources
thereof.

107. Our signature of the Convention is justified by the
Convention's importance. Moreover, we have now seen that it
is possible, if there is a will to negotiate, to achieve a docu-
ment that can be accepted by an overwhelming majority of
States—and at a time when so many negotiations that are
important to a large number of States are failing because of
the absejice of the indispensable political will on the part of
certain Powers; that is the case of the North-South dialogue in
regard to the new international economic order.
108. All that highlights the historic importance of the Con-
vention that we shall be signing on behalf of our countries.
This is the first triumph in our struggle to establish the new
international economic order—even if it is a limited triumph.
We now have an international system for the exploitation of
the polymetallic nodules of the sea-bed situated beyond the
limits of national jurisdiction established by the Convention.
The fact that the International Sea-Bed Authority, made up of
all the Member States, will regulate the exploitation of these
immense riches, in order to ensure so far as possible that in
the contemporary world these resources will be used for the
benefit of countries that are relatively less developed, heralds
without any doubt the beginning of a new international
economic order in this sphere, which is so important precisely
because of its enormous wealth.

109. For all those reasons, which highlight the importance of
the Convention, all developing countries and all socialist
States that are struggling for social peace and a new interna-
tional economic order, and even all capitalist countries that
share our ideals, must sign the Convention. We cannot over-
look the political importance of the Convention to the Group
of 77.
110. Namibia is represented by the United Nations Council
for Namibia and by the only legitimate representative of its
oppressed people, the South West Africa People's Organiza-
tion. Thus, the representation of Africa is now complete.

111. The Palestine Liberation Organization, which so coura-
geously defended the city of Beirut against the Israeli aggres-
sion, thereby winning the admiration of the entire world, is
also represented here as an observer. We wish that we could
have welcomed it here as a full member, which would have
constituted recognition of the sovereign rights of the Pales-
tinian people. Nevertheless, its presence also constitutes an
important precedent for other national liberation movements.

112. Despite all these decisive reasons for the Convention to
be signed by the countries which voted for it and those which
abstained, the United States Government—as has been
reported in the international press—has been exerting pressure
on some States not to sign the Convention. By acting in that
way in regard to a treaty that is supported by the overwhelm-
ing majority of the international community, the United
States is isolating itself and committing a grave error that will
do harm to its own interests, as was stated by even the princi-
pal negotiator of the United States during the final period of
the Conference. In an article published in the periodical
Foreign Affairs, he indicated his disappointment about the
inflexible attitude of the United States Government, which
was preventing that Government from gaining further advan-
tages through negotiations, and he stated:

"But this loss may seem less important if one compares it
with the possibility of the United States deciding to remain
on the sidelines of a new international instrument of nego-
tiation and regulation which may count among its members
all our allies, as well as the countries of the third world and
the socialist countries. This new institution will safeguard
the mining interests of our industrial competitors and will
reject the claims of our companies with regard to their
rights".

113. Thus, this process which has been predicted by such an
astute negotiator as the representative of the United States,
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Mr. Ratiner, will begin with the signing of the Convention in
Montego Bay.
114. This is very important, since when 50 signatures will
have been collected, we will decide on the establishment of
the Preparatory Commission of the International Sea-Bed
Authority and the International Tribunal for the Law of the
Sea, which, among its duties, manages the exploration of the
sea-bed by pioneer investors, who will only have the right to
participate legally when they accede to the Convention. Some
of those who advocate the non-signature of the Convention
by the United States claim that that country will neverthe-
less gain certain advantages from the Convention. But, as Mr.
Koh has said, the Convention is indivisible; one cannot accept
one part of it and reject another part.
115. By signing the Convention, we shall be contributing to
its entry into force, which cannot occur until it has been
ratified by 60 States. Therefore, we call ardently upon all
countries of the Group of 77 to do so as quickly as possible.
116. Mr. J~ESUS~(Cape Verde): On behalf of my delegation,
I should like at the outset to thank the Government and the
people of Jamaica for acting as host to this final session of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea and
^o say how honoured my delegation is to be in such a lovely
country, where no effort has been spared to make our stay
comfortable and pleasant.

117. After many years ot patient and laborious negotiations,
the Conference has succeeded in adopting the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, which my delegation,
along with the majority of countries represented at this ses-
sion, will sign on 10 December.

118. With a view to accomplishing its complex task, the
Conference has devoted many years to drafting hundreds of
articles governing various uses of the oceans and seas and the
exploitation of their resources.

119. Notwithstanding the many crises experienced by the
Conference, especially over the past two years, in the final
analysis the results are very positive. The Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea has proved that
understanding among nations can no longer be based on old-
fashioned and outdated rules of conduct.

120. The active participation of developing countries in the
Conference has clearly demonstrated that they are fully com-
mitted to the creation of a new concept of international law
which protects not only the interests of the traditional Powers,
on whose exclusive interests international law was founded in
the past, but also the needs and legitimate aspirations of new
partners in the international law-making process. In this con-
text the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea is
an instrument of utmost importance in contemporary interna-
tional law in that it embodies customary international law and
is a major achievement in the establishment of new rules and
principles.
121. My delegation is confident that, as stated in the very
preamble to our Convention,

" . . . the codification and progressive development of the
law of the sea achieved in this Convention will contribute to
the strengthening of peace, security, co-operation and
friendly relations among all nations in conformity with the
principles of justice and equal rights and will promote the
economic and social advancement of all peoples of the
world, in accordance with the purposes and principles of
the United Nations as set forth in the Charter".

122. This Convention does not fully protect the interests of
any nation, since that is an impossible achievement in any
kind of negotiation. In the prevailing circumstances, it does,
however, represent the balance of the interests of each nation
and all groups of countries that it has been possible to
achieve. It is a matter of common sense that the Convention is

based on compromises and that its text was fixed by con-
sensus. That is why my country sincerely hopes that the hand-
ful of countries which voted against the Convention will join
the overwhelming majority of the international community in
signing it, and ratifying it when the time comes.
123. My delegation shares the view of those delegations that
maintain that no nation is entitled to any right under the Con-
vention or any one of its parts without assuming the correla-
tive obligations.
124. Over the years States came into conflict with each other
on the breadth of the territorial sea. Fortunately, the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea which we are
about to sign solved this problem by allowing the coastal State
to extend its sovereignty up to 12 miles from the baseline. The
rights that the coastal States are entitled to in that maritime
zone coincide with those of its land territory—subject, how-
ever, to the right of innocent passage by foreign ships. While
establishing this exception to coastal-State sovereignty by set-
ting up rules for innocent passage of foreign ships through the
territorial sea, the Convention recognizes to the coastal State
the right to enact laws and regulations to safeguard its security
interests in accordance with articles 19 and 25. as was clearly
recorded in the 182nd meeting of 30 April 1982.'
125. My country is one of many that claim archipelagic
status. That is why it considers that recognition by the Con-
vention of the concept of archipelagic State is a major
achievement for the protection of its legitimate interests in
preserving the unity and integrity of its territory.
126. Since almost the beginning of its work the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea has achieved con-
sensus on the establishment of a 200-mile exclusive economic
zone as part of a widely accepted package deal. This consensus
was achieved for the sake of compromise, in prejudice to the
national interests of a group of countries—among which is my
own—which had advocated or already had national legislation
establishing a larger territorial sea. The legal nature of the ex-
clusive economic zone as defined in the Convention and the
scope of the rights recognized therein to the coastal State leave
no doubt as to that zone's character of a sui generis zone of na-
tional jurisdiction different from the territorial sea and not a
part of the high seas. The regulation of the uses or activities
which are expressly provided for in this Convention but are re-
lated to the sovereign rights and the jurisdiction of the coastal
State in its exclusive economic zone falls within the com-
petence of that State, provided that such regulation does not
hinder the enjoyment of freedom of international communica-
tion which is recognized to other States.
127. The legal regime of the exclusive economic zone under
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea also
protects the conservation of straddling stocks. In accordance
with all the relevant provisions of the Convention, where the
same stock or stocks of associated species occur both within
the exclusive economic zone and in an area beyond and adja-
cent to the zone, the States fishing for such stocks in the adja-
cent area are duty-bound to enter into agreement with the
coastal State upon the measures necessary for the conserva-
tion of such stock or stocks of associated species.
128. The Convention deals with other important matters I
have not mentioned due to lack of time and sets forth rules
and principles which constitute the foundation of the new law
of the sea, namely, the principle of peaceful uses of the oceans
and the principle of common heritage of mankind.
129. It has been pointed out in the course of this session that
one significant achievement of our Conference is the con-
secration of the principle of common heritage of mankind
applicable to the resources of the sea-bed beyond the l imits of

1 See Official Records of the Tlurd United Nations Conference on the
La;:-of ihe Sea. vol. XVI.
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national jurisdiction. The Convention establishes in its Part
XI a balanced legal regime, thus enabling the orderly exploi-
tation of the resources of the sea-bed for the benefit of man-
kind as a whole. We believe that the interests of all countries in
the exploitation of these resources have been properly accom-
modated and, therefore, no one can justifiably deny it.
130. Before concluding, I should like to pay a tribute, on
behalf of my delegation, to the late President of the Confer-
ence, Mr. Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe, in memory of his
great and valuable contribution to the development of the
new rules of the law of the sea; and to you, Mr. President, for
an equally valuable contribution in this regard.

131. Mr. WH1TEMAN (Grenada): Every now and then,
sometimes once in many decades, mankind takes a giant step
forward to resolve a difficulty that faces humanity and to chart
a course for the progressive opening up of socio-economic
opportunities for the people of the world.
132. The delegation of Grenada believes that this is such a
period. The imminent coming to fruition of the United
Nations Law of the Sea Convention is such a genuinely his-
toric event.
133. In the first place, the draft treaty before us gives recog-
nition to the 12-mile territorial sea and to the 200-mile
exclusive economic zone. These are important steps forward
for the developmental prospects of many States world-wide.
134. Secondly, the creation of an international regime of the
sea and ocean, as contemplated, is a shining example of
mankind's ability creatively and jointly to use its talents, its
energies and the resources of the world for development, with
equitable benefits for all of humanity. It is significant to note,
in this regard, that the peculiarities and interests of the land-
locked States are also taken into account. In other words, this
proposed Convention opens up new avenues and possibilities
for nations throughout the world.
135. However, there is another aspect which is just as impor-
tant if not more so. It is that the provisions of the Convention,
by clarifying issues with respect to conflicting claims among
neighbouring States, will actually help to enhance the cause of
peace.

136. After nine years of effort, a comprehensive document
covering all aspects of the use of the sea for peaceful purposes
has now been realized. It is our duty to express our gratitude
to all those who inspired, guided and laboured on several
draft documents over the years, so much so that today we
have before us a finished product with world-wide consensus.
137. The People's Revolutionary Government of Grenada
has always taken the firm and clear position that our Carib-
bean Sea must be recognized and respected in practice as a
zone of peace, independence and development. This pro-
posed Convention is consistent with our Government's per-
spectives.
138. This Convention, the culmination of years of discus-
sion, demonstrates once more that in reality our nations do
have quite a great deal in common. It shows that it is possible
to make progress in the North-South dialogue and in the
quest for a new international economic order, along the lines
indicated by the Brandt Commission. After all, in a certain
sense one can see the creation of this very International Sea-
Bed Authority as a step in the direction of a new international
economic order, which is so vital to island States and other
developing States.
139. The Government of Grenada fully supports this Con-
vention. We see it as a positive step for the development of a
brighter future for all mankind. We look forward enthusiasti-
cally to the signing of the document.
140. We are also pleased that the national liberation move-
ments, including the South West Africa People's Organiza-

tion and the Palestine Liberation Organization, have partici-
pated in the discussions.
141. No nation, no matter how large and technologically
powerful, could realistically have expected the Convention to
meet all its objectives. It is, after all, an international effort to
take into account the concerns and interests of all States.
Therefore, we express the hope that all States will see their
way to ensuring the full acceptance, of the Convention. We
find it highly inadvisable that even at this late stage, despite a
clear world consensus, attempts are being made to put
together a so-called mini-treaty. This will merely place the
interests of the transnational companies above the interests of
the people of the world. Such an attempt is, at the very least,
divisive. It will also widen the socio-economic and technologi-
cal gap between States and is of questionable legality.

142. At this point in time it is the duty of the entire world
community to take the necessary practical steps to make the
substance of this treaty a living reality.
143. In conclusion, my delegation wishes to express our
appreciation to the United Nations staff for its dedicated work
on this Convention. We also express our gratitude to the
Government and the people of Jamaica for acting as host to
such a historic and successful Conference. Grenada believes
that future generations will be pleased with the work which is
taking place here this week since it is so clearly in the interest
of humanity.
144. Mr. ZUMBADO JIMENEZ (Costa Rica) (interpreta-
tion from Spanish): Mr. President, we are fortunate that a per-
son of your ability and talent has taken up the torch in con-
ducting the negotiating process, following a tradition of exem-
plary leadership. It is also most fortunate that we have the
assistance of Mr. Bernardo Zuleta and an efficient secretariat
in this effort.
145. My delegation shares the view of the Prime Minister of
Jamaica, Mr. Edward Seaga, and other speakers regarding the
great importance of the Convention to be signed on Friday, 10
December. It is the most important document to be signed since
the signing of the United Nations Charter.
146. Indeed the Convention constitutes an important step in
the implementation of the fundamental principles that
inspired the Charter, especially the quest for greater equity in
economic relations among States and the promotion of
machinery to foster a climate of peace and security.

147. This Convention moreover comes at a time when the
United Nations has as Members more than three times the
number of States it had when it was founded. It is the product
of a high level of consensus and the active participation of
young nations and nations that have enjoyed a longer period
of independence. It is therefore an agreement that looks to
the future but is based on present political reality.

148. For that reason the now commonplace statement that
the sea-bed is the common heritage of mankind is most for-
tunate in view of the number of sovereign citizens making up
the universal consensus who are represented here.

149. For Costa Rica this is a special occasion: the adoption
of a Convention that states that a frontier yet to be explored
and exploited should be given special consideration as regards
the rationality and equity of its exploitation. We are thus
presented with an opportunity to put technology which is now
available to a few to good use in the service of all, thus laying
the foundations for the expansion of the limits of scarcity and
more fully satisfying the urgent needs of all countries, espe-
cially those that are less developed.

150. If we hope in some way to close the gap separating the
rich countries from the poor countries, we must spare no
effort to make the technology available for the exploitation of
the oceans' riches serve to close that gap, not widen it.
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151. My country therefore considers it vital that we continue
to give special attention to problems pertaining to the transfer
of technology and issues of technical co-operation since we
are attempting to ensure not only that those who have
technology today will use it for the benefit of all but also that
as many of us as possible are in a position to extract from the
sea its many benefits.
152. My country also considers that one of the most positive
achievements of this Convention is the strides it takes in
universal understanding of the importance of the protection
and preservation of the oceans and the conservation and
sound management of ocean resources. The sea makes us
realize how closely the fate of other peoples is related to our
own, how fragile and how great is the potential of nature. This
is an area in which international legislation is indispensable.
In our judgement this Convention is an important step for-
ward with respect to international legislation relating to the
environment.
153. Our country takes special interest in the rational exploi-
tation of highly migratory species, since tuna is one of the
riches of our exclusive economic zone in the Pacific. For the
Government of Costa Rica, the provisions of our national law
requiring that foreign vessels pay for fishing permits to fish in
our exclusive economic zone apply also to fishing for highly
migratory species, which is in conformity with articles 62 and
64 of the Convention.
154. Costa Rica is a country whose security depends upon
respect for international law. We could not be absent on this
occasion. On 10 December we shall with our signature make
our own small contribution to that new international
economic order to which we aspire.
155. With all respect we wish to urge those States that have
reservations about the Convention to take this step forward
with us. Universal acceptance of this Convention is a neces-
sary, though not in itself sufficient, condition for the reaching
of that ultimate goal we have set for ourselves, that of ensur-
ing that the sea will in fact be the heritage upon which we
shall base a large part of our well-being. We are confident
that ultimately goodwill, solidarity and indeed national
interests themselves will ensure universal acceptance of the
Convention.
156. Finally, we should not like this opportunity to pass
without expressing our thanks to the Government of Jamaica,
the worthy representative of its people, for the wonderful hos-
pitality it has shown. It is a fortunate circumstance that our
Atlantic coast is relatively close to this marvellous island, so
that a great many of our own people see Jamaica as a second
home. Knowing this country as we do, it comes as no surprise
to us that, small though it is, Jamaica has shown itself to be
more than equal to the task entrusted to it by the international
community on this occasion.
157. Mr. BOUSSE (Belgium) (interpretation from French):
Mr. President, on behalf of Belgium I have the pleasure and
honour of congratulating you and the members of the United
Nations Secretariat and all your associates and co-workers on
the efforts that have so significantly contributed to the success
of this Conference. 1 also wish fully to associate myself with
the heartfelt expressions of gratitude that other delegations
have addressed to those eminent persons that have been the
principal promoters and actors in this long and sometimes
difficult process of negotiation. I myself have for some three
years been an inhabitant of this wonderful island of Jamaica,
where we are meeting today. It is therefore with full
knowledge of the facts and special affection that I wish most
especially to thank our friends and hosts in Jamaica for their
warm hospitality. I also hope that the establishment of the
headquarters of the International Sea-Bed Authority, the
crowning of the tireless efforts of the Jamaican delegation at
this Conference, will be completely successful, benefiting the
Authority as well as the host country.

158. Belgium fully understands the importance of the Con-
vention before us for signature by the States participating in
this Conference. We are aware of its economic and political
implications. My country believes that, as other speakers have
stated, the Convention is based on the quest for a global
compromise and that it attains that objective in the majority
of issues it addresses through the adoption of texts that are the
result of real compromises among all. the points of view
upheld during the debate.
159. Questions such as the status of the territorial sea, the
exclusive economic zone, passage through straits, the circula-
tion of warships and so on have been solved to the satisfaction
of practically everyone.
160. However, with respect to the regime of exploitation of
ocean mineral resources, Belgium takes the view that the
spirit of compromise was not maintained to the same degree.
As a result, the provisions of Part XI of the Convention give
rise to concerns on the part of my Government that, in our
view, justify its making a more exhaustive study of the matter.
On the basis of that study, which is currently being conducted,
the Government of Belgium will reach a definitive decision as
to whether or not it will sign the Convention.
161. The signing of the Final Act of this Conference by Bel-
gium, which my delegation has been authorized to do,
confirms my Government's sincere desire to see the work of
this Conference achieve success in arriving at a consistent and
equitable world maritime law.
162. The reservations I have expressed do not, therefore,
constitute a definite decision but are inspired, rather, by an
understanding of the great importance and profound conse-
quences of the provisions of the Convention.
163. Mr. GONZALEZ ARIAS (Paraguay) (interpretation

from Spanish): When the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea was convened in 1973, my country par-
ticipated in it with enthusiasm and hope. The stated objective
of the Conference was to establish a new order with regard to
the oceans that would replace the system hitherto in force,
one that had given rise to recognized injustices.
164. I need not enumerate here all the serious difficulties for
our development that the land-locked situation of my country
has created since the seventeenth century. As examples, I
need only mention the difficulty of transit to and from the sea,
the additional cost this imposes on our trade, and our scant or
complete lack of participation in the exploitation of the vast
resources of the oceans.
165. My country, from the earliest period of its independent
life, attempted to end the oppression with which it was
afflicted as a result of its being unable to enjoy a sea coast. To
that end, it negotiated with its neighbours for free access to
the seas, and in the middle of the last century ships flying our
flag were navigating the seas, extending our trade, and linking
us with friendly nations in the most distant parts of the world
and thereby stimulating a tremendous development in our
trade throughout that period.
166. Unfortunately, although the seas had been recognized
as being free for the navigation of all States since the very
dawn of the modern era, their navigation and exploitation
were, in practice, for long the privilege of those nations most
favoured geographically, or those whose resources, technol-
ogy or naval power enabled them to take advantage of it.
Most nations, upon emerging from the sorry status now
known as colonialism, lacked such means for competing on an
equal standing in the use of the seas.
167. Therefore, my country enthusiastically supported the
idea that began to emerge in recent decades that a new begin-
ning, based on new principles, should be made to supplement
and extend the scope of the principle of the freedom of the
seas: the principle that the oceans are the common heritage of
mankind. The seas, like outer space and the heavenly bodies,
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are potentially within the reach of all mankind, and their
benefits should therefore be equally distributed among all

.human beings. By the same token, only an equitable distribu-
tion, free of selfishness and greed, can enable the interna-
tional community to enjoy those resources effectively and in a
peaceful manner, for where injustices exist, there violence
exists also, and where there is violence, peace is not possible.

168. Inspired by those principles, my delegation actively
participated, in so far as it was able, in the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea for the establish-
ment of a new international order that would be more just
and equitable than the one heretofore in force, one that
would ensure to all mankind and, in particular, to those
engaged in the harsh struggle against underdevelopment, the
benefits of the exploitation of the seas. We therefore set out to
achieve at this Conference a new order that would serve as an
effective instrument for the progress of mankind.

169. After eight years of intensive negotiations, we today
find ourselves with a final text of a Convention that satisfies
our expectations only in part. We have a legal instrument that
is still imperfect, but one that reflects a great advance over
former documents. That is why my Government has decided
to sign it on this solemn occasion.

170. We are very pleased at the fact that the Convention
establishes for the first time a legal framework to ensure ade-
quate participation for land-locked countries in the utilization
of the oceans in all its aspects. We would like in particular to
express our satisfaction at the fact that it ensures our full par-
ticipation in the exploitation of the resources of the high seas
and sea-bed. This, of course, is an area of the sea where the
principle of the common heritage of mankind has been fully
implemented.

171. We would also like to express our satisfaction at the
fact that article 69 of the Convention sets forth the right of
land-locked States to participate in the exploitation of the liv-
ing resources of the so-called exclusive economic zone. We
interpret that right in the most extensive possible way, and we
firmly believe that in the future, when the potential of land-
locked States is demonstrated in practice in this area, the
severe limitations established in subparagraphs 2 to 4 of that
article may be reviewed and revised.
172. We cannot, however, express the same degree of satis-
faction with the present drafting of article 125, which refers to
what we consider to be a basic and fundamental right of
States in the same geographical situation as our own. In that
article, the right of access to and from the sea and freedom of
transit of such States is set forth, and we can only interpret
this right in its broadest possible meaning under international
law at present in force.
173. We also regret the serious erosion of the principle that
has been mentioned so often, that of the common heritage,
resulting from the granting to coastal States of a right over the
continental shelf beyond the 200-mile limit, as in article 77,
even when that loss is partially compensated by the establish-
ment of payments and contributions with regard to the exploi-
tation of non-living resources to be made by the Authority
under article 82. As we understand it, the formula set up for
the determination of those payments is the best that could be
achieved in present circumstances. We believe, however, that
it will also be possible to revise this in the future so that its

essential objective, that of providing a new and important
source of resources for mankind's development, may be safe-
guarded.

174. In pointing out those areas of dissatisfaction—and I
could mention others—my delegation does not wish to appear
unaware of reality. We know, as does everyone else, that we
now have before us the best text which the nature of the
conflicting interests during the Conference permitted us to
expect. We are fully convinced that all representatives here
have deployed their best efforts to obtain the best possible
advantages to satisfy our national interests. But we'also know
that any agreement is born precisely of reciprocal concessions.
In deciding to sign the Convention, my country is fully aware
of the advantages and sacrifices that this may bring with it;
but we prefer the order which this Convention will provide for
our relations on the seas to the disorder which could result
from maintaining the status quo.

175. For those reasons my delegation, I repeat, joins in sup-
porting this historic Convention which is before us and
requests that all participants in the Conference do the same,
so that all States of the world together may now make this
order of which we have spoken so often a genuine and
effective one.

176. Finally, I should like to take this opportunity to express
my delegation's gratitude to the Government of Jamaica for
its generous and splendid hospitality, as well as to the Confer-
ence secretariat for the effective and efficient way in which it
has been carrying out its tasks.

177. Mr. ALI (Oman) (interpretation from Arabic): In keep-
ing with the President's recommendation, I shall be brief. I
shall confine myself to stressing what previous speakers have
said in expressing their thanks to the people and Government
of Jamaica for serving as host to this Conference and for the
hospitality that has been showered upon us.

178. I wish also to join previous speakers who have
expressed their thanks to the Conference secretariat, as
represented by Mr. Zuleta; the Executive Secretary, Mr.
David Hall; and the other members of the Secretariat.

179. I must pay a tribute, too, to the memory of former
President Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe.

180. Allow me to thank you, Mr. President, for your wise
guidance of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law
of the Sea.
181. The Sultanate of Oman is convinced of the necessity to
find a legal regime governing the use of the seas and the
oceans and has contributed actively to all the sessions of the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. My
delegation has made specific suggestions on certain parts of
the Convention and, within the framework of the Group of
77, has made concessions on other parts. As all the problems
pertaining to the seas and the oceans are closely interdependent,
it is necessary for Oman to study the provisions of the Con-
vention scrupulously before reaching a final decision on it.
We hope that that study will take place in the near future.

182. The delegation of Oman will sign the Final Act of the
Third Conference on the Law of the Sea.

The meeting rose at 5.10 p. m.
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