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DOCUMENT A/CONF.62/58

Note verbale dated 29 August 1977 from the Permanent Mission of Yugoslavia
to the Secretary-General

The Permanent Mission of the Socialist Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and has the honour to request that the enclosed
note of the Permanent Mission of the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia be circulated as an official docu-
ment of the United Nations.

"The future Convention on the Law of the Sea,
which is to be the product of long and arduous nego-
tiations at the current United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea, envisages the establishment of a
Law of the Sea Tribunal for the settlement of disputes
arising out of the application and interpretation of
the Convention. The location of the seat of the Tribunal
is to be decided in the future course of the Conference.

"The Permanent Mission of the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia to the United Nations presents
formally, on behalf of the Yugoslav Government, the
candidature of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia for the seat of the Law of the Sea Tribunal.

"Yugoslavia is situated along the Adriatic Sea and
has a long maritime tradition, especially in areas of
shipping and fishing. Its convenient geographic location,
between Eastern and Western Europe, and its adjacency
to the Mediterranean Sea that lies between three con-
tinents ensure excellent communications and make it
an ideal host country for the seat of an international
forum such as the Law of the Sea Tribunal.

[Original: English]
[9 September 1977]

"The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia par-
ticipated actively in the elaboration of the Geneva Con-
ventions of 1958 and has ratified them. The Yugoslav
delegation also participated very actively in the prepara-
tory work of the Sea-Bed Committee for the third
United Nations Law of the Sea Conference and was
elected one of the Vice-Presidents of the Conference.
During all the sessions of the Conference, it has con-
tributed to the efforts to achieve genuine and generally
acceptable solutions.

"It will be recalled that the Yugoslav Government
has always, in deliberations at this Conference, sup-
ported the establishment of a special Law of the Sea
Tribunal.

"The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, as
a non-aligned developing country, is actively engaged
in all international fora, in efforts to protect the rights
and interests of developing countries. The submission
of Yugoslavia's candidature as the seat of one of the
organs foreseen by the future Convention is in accord-
ance with that end. In this connexion, it should be
noted that, so far, no international body from the
United Nations system has its seat in Yugoslavia.

"The Yugoslav Government will, in due time, supply
information about precise location offered for the seat
of the Tribunal. Such a location will be provided to-
gether with all the facilities necessary for the efficient
functioning of the Tribunal."
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