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Mr. Chair,

Distinguished delegates,

1. Eritrea aligns itself with the statement delivered by Cameroon on behalf of the
African Group.

2. My delegation extends its compliments to you, Chair, once again, and to the
members of the Bureau. We approach these deliberations with a solemn
commitment to advance a treaty that ensures meaningful accountability for the
most serious crimes under international law, while safeguarding the integrity of the
international legal order by finalizing a widely acceptable, unambiguous
consolidated text for a new international criminal justice framework.

3. It is, however as mentioned earlier this morning, deeply concerning that the
process before us has already been marred by selective approaches and
procedural inconsistencies, including in the establishment of the Bureau. Such
practices undermine the credibility of this forum and reflect a broader pattern of the
inconsistent treatment of International Law Commission (ILC) products, which is
too often motivated by political interests. The ILC's work must not be subject to
such double standards.
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Chair,
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Chair,
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Moving forward, correcting these imbalances is essential. We must focus on
genuinely improving the substance of the draft articles. This first session of the
Preparatory Committee provides an opportunity to exchange views within the
working group format, as envisaged by Resolution 79/122.

Now turning to Eritrea’s key priorities, at the heart of our engagements, we hope
to see a solid foundation of respect for the sovereign equality of all States.
Jurisdictional provisions must be clear, precise, and must not create avenues for
the exercise of extraterritorial jurisdiction that infringe upon the sovereignty of the
state where the offence occurred. The primary responsibility for prevention and
punishment rests with national systems, acting in accordance with domestic law
and without external interference.

Second, the principle of non-interference in internal affairs must be unequivocally
upheld. The draft articles rightly focus on prevention and punishment. Measures
for prevention must be carefully crafted to avoid being misinterpreted as
legitimizing interference in the internal affairs of states. Cooperation must be
cooperative, consensual, and based on mutual respect, not unilateral imposition.

Third, the fight against impunity loses all moral authority if it is applied selectively
or used as a tool for political objectives against particular States or regions. Africa
has experienced this directly. Therefore, we must incorporate robust and
unambiguous safeguards against extradition or prosecution requests that are
politically motivated, discriminatory, or form part of a pattern of selective justice.

Fourth, immunities of State officials under customary international law are
fundamental to the stability of international relations. The future convention must
reflect these immunities.

Fifth, for the treaty to garner broad acceptance, it must respect the legal positions
of all States. Applying the Rome Statute definition uniformly would disregard the
foundational requirement of consent for non-Parties, like my own country.

In closing, Eritrea supports an international justice system that serves all peoples
and nations equally. We will work toward a balanced and widely acceptable treaty,
one that respects State sovereignty and legal diversity. We look forward to
engaging constructively to refine the draft articles accordingly.

| thank you, Chair.






