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Chair, 
  

The Gambia aligns with the Statement delivered by the  
Representative of Cameroun on behalf of the African Group and 
accordingly wish to make the following Statement in its national 
capacity: 

At the outset, allow me to express appreciation for the convening 
of this Preparatory Committee, pursuant to the decisions of the 
General Assembly in resolutions 77/249 and 79/122, which 
established the current process for the consideration of a 
Convention on the prevention and punishment of crimes against 
humanity. 

Chair,  
 
The Gambia maintains strong commitment to the international 
effort to address atrocity crimes and reaffirms its steadfast 
dedication to ensuring accountability for the most serious crimes 
of global concern including crimes against humanity.  As we 
deliberate on the significance of this historic moment and 
cognizance of the ripple effects  of the devastating consequences of  
Crimes Against humanity to the international community, The 
Gambia believes that this pivotal moment in history must stand as 
a moment of renewal to stand with all those who have endured the 
horrors of this egregious crime, to those who survived it and to the 
generation of people who remain forever impacted .  
 
A reminder that commitments must be translated into real, 
effective and tangible action with the strong commitment to 
advance justice for victims of all atrocity crimes. Reinforcing  that 
impunity against civilian population affects the core of human 
dignity  and that basic adherence to humanity in particular  must  
guide our decisions in this important process as a powerful 
indicator of our shared consideration for the respect of human life 
of all people. 
 
 
 
Chair, 
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This Preparatory Committee has been mandated to facilitate 
consultations on the draft articles, to enable Governments to 
prepare proposals for amendments, and to consider organizational 
and procedural matters relating to the Conference.  This process 
addresses a long-standing gap in the international legal 
framework. While genocide and war crimes are governed by 
dedicated treaty regimes, crimes against humanity—despite their 
central place in international criminal law—remain without a 
universal Convention addressing prevention, punishment, and 
inter-State cooperation. 

  The Gambia, as a signatory to the  Rome Statute, supports using 
Article 7 as a foundational reference, particularly given that the 
provisions on crimes against humanity within the Rome Statute 
resulted from thorough and multilateral intergovernmental 
negotiations preceding and during the Rome Conference. Article 7 
of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court offers a 
comprehensive and widely recognised definition, which aligns with 
customary international law. 

Chair,  

 In addressing the need for a coherent globally accepted definition 
of crimes against humanity, the draft articles  expanded the legal 
frameworks by addressing matters that  are not contemplated in 
the Rome Statute, in particular the horizontal obligations of States. 
Whereas the Rome Statute primarily governs the relationship 
between the Court and States Parties, the draft articles regulate 
obligations of prevention  criminalization, jurisdiction , extradition 
and mutual legal assistance among States themselves.  

It should not be overlooked that the ILC draft articles contain 
important duties for States to protect the rights of victims , to carry 
out investigations and to take preliminary measures when an 
alleged offender is present on a State’s territory, and of course, the 
duty to submit the case to its competent authorities for the 
purpose of prosecution, and if needed to extradite or surrender the 
person to another State Party willing and able to prosecute.   

In these respects, the draft articles complement existing 
international criminal law instruments and strengthen national 
legal frameworks. For States that are parties to the Rome Statute, 
including The Gambia, this complementarity reinforces 
commitments already undertaken and enhances the effectiveness 



Page  of 6 
 

4 

of international criminal justice through domestic implementation 
and inter-State cooperation. 

 As the first country  to initate proceedings under Article 9 of the 
Genocide Convention at the International Court of Justice, The 
Gambia firmly believes in upholding accountability for atrocity 
crimes.In this regard, we support clear provisions  in observance 
of strong accountability measures for Crimes Against Humanity, 
given their grave nature, similar to what established in Article IV 
of the 1948 Genocide Convenion.   Further provisions that could 
be included concern a monitoring body to ensure that States may 
hold each other accountable to the commitments made in the 
future treaty. 

Chair, 

The current process is of particular importance to The Gambia and 
other States of the African Group. African States, especially within 
the framework of the African Union, have consistently emphasized 
the need for international criminal law to support domestic 
capacity, prevention, and national ownership, while reflecting 
historical experience and contemporary realities and avoiding 
double standards and selectivity in application.  

In this context and as highlighted in the African Group Statement  
several African States have drawn attention to the contemporary 
manifestations of slavery and slavery trading as crimes against 
humanity. While such conduct may be reflected in the Rome 
Statute, specifically in the form of enslavement as a crime against 
humanity under Article 7(2)(c), proposals advanced in this process 
underscore the importance of ensuring clear, effective, and 
enforceable treatment of such practices within the framework of a 
future convention.  

In the view of The Gambia, the ILC draft articles therefore provide 
a sound and balanced basis for further negotiations. They reflect 
existing international law, fill a recognized normative gap, and offer 
a framework capable of broad acceptance. Nonethless and 
considering that the resolution that led to this process  clearly 
envisaged the aim of developing an instrument that enjoys the 
broadest possible support,we further welcome the expansion of the 
scope beyond what is established in the ILC Draft Articles.In this 
regard, we continue to reflect on the different proposals emanating 
from several deliberations by Member States and all interested 
parties as an important step to advance the discussion  to ensure 
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appropriate action is taken to advance justice for  victims of Crimes 
against humanity. 

Chair, 

As preparations continue toward the diplomatic Conference, it will 
be important to maintain an open, constructive, inclusive and  
transparent  process, with due regard to the views expressed by all 
regions and members of the Civil Society. There is significant 
international attention on this matter. Impacted communities 
expect decisive action from us. The importance of the situation is 
substantial, and the recommended course is well defined.  

As The Gambia expresses its unwavering commitment to this 
process, we also call for concerted efforts towards an elaborate 
Convention that delivers justice and provides greater legal 
certainty and stability to tackle the horrors of crimes against 
humanity. 

  
I thank you, Chair. 
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