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Madam Chair, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

Germany welcomes the convening of this Preparatory Committee and 

thanks the Chair and the Secretariat for their efforts in organizing our 

work. We attach great importance to this process and participate with a 

strong commitment to its success. 

Eighty years ago, in the wake of devastation and unprecedented human 

suffering, a new international order began to take shape. The Nuremberg 

Trials were revolutionary because they introduced a new principle in 

international law: individuals should be held accountable for grave 

violations of international law. 

The Nuremberg trials are based on the recognition that peace and justice 

are inseparable. The Nuremberg principles are the foundation of  

international criminal law. They reflect our commitment to prevent the 

recurrence of the most serious crimes and atrocities. 

For Germany, the horrors perpetrated by the Nazi regime remain the 

darkest chapter in our national history — and they gave rise to a firm and 

lasting commitment to international criminal law.  

Germany has developed one of the most robust systems ensuring that 

accountability under international law is mirrored nationally. Our Code of 

Crimes against International Law, adopted in 2002, grants German courts 



universal jurisdiction over genocide, crimes against humanity, and war 

crimes. It is a direct legacy of Nuremberg — and a reminder that the 

pursuit of justice does not stop at national borders.  

Crimes against humanity are among the gravest violations of international 

law. They shock the conscience of humanity, devastate societies, and leave 

long-lasting harm to victims and communities. They are one of the core 

crimes that the International Criminal Court can adjudicate upon. Yet, 

unlike genocide and war crimes, they were not governed by a universal 

treaty dedicated to prevention and punishment before the Rome Statute 

came into being. Germany firmly believes that this presents a normative 

gap which must be closed. 

We therefore strongly support the elaboration of a comprehensive and 

legally binding convention on the prevention and punishment of crimes 

against humanity, based on the Draft Articles adopted by the International 

Law Commission. These Draft Articles provide a solid, balanced and well-

considered foundation for our work. 

Germany is of the view that crimes against humanity are prohibited under 

all circumstances — in times of peace as well as in armed conflict. No 

exceptional situation, no public emergency and no official capacity can 

ever justify such crimes. Accountability must apply equally to all 

perpetrators. 

We attach particular importance to prevention. A future convention must 

not only address punishment, but also require States to take effective 

legislative, administrative and practical measures to prevent crimes against 

humanity from occurring in the first place. Education, early warning, 

protection of vulnerable groups and strong institutions are essential 

elements of this effort. 

Germany also supports clear obligations for national implementation, 

including the criminalization of crimes against humanity in domestic law, 

the establishment of appropriate jurisdiction, and the effective 

investigation and prosecution of alleged offenders. International 

cooperation — including extradition and mutual legal assistance — must 

be a central pillar of the convention. 



Furthermore, the rights and protection of victims deserve special attention. 

Victims must have access to justice, protection from intimidation and 

retaliation, and the possibility of adequate reparation. Their dignity and 

voices must be respected throughout all proceedings. 

With regard to our working methods, Germany supports an inclusive, 

transparent and efficient process. We believe that meaningful engagement 

with relevant international organizations, independent experts and civil 

society can strengthen both the quality and the legitimacy of our work, 

while fully respecting the intergovernmental nature of this process. 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

Germany stands ready to engage constructively, to listen carefully to all 

delegations, and to work towards solutions that combine high normative 

ambition with a realistic assessment of what can practically be 

implemented. Our shared objective should be a convention that is robust, 

effective and capable of attracting broad cross-regional support by the 

international community.  

 

We look forward to working with all of you in this important endeavor. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 
 


