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Thank you Chair.

New Zealand warmly congratulates you on your election. You have our
full support.

Chair,

Crimes against humanity - along with genocide and war crimes, stand
as the most serious crimes of concern to the international community
as a whole. Wherever they occur, they threaten peace, security and
well-being. In the face of increasing atrocities worldwide, New Zealand
reaffirms that the commission of such crimes must be condemned and
that all States must remain steadfast in their commitment to prevent
and punish these serious international crimes.

The absence of a dedicated multilateral treaty addressing crimes
against humanity leaves a gap in the international treaty law
framework. Given the widespread, systematic and violent nature of
these crimes undermine and threaten all three pillars of the UN
Charter, it is especially compelling that we address these gaps with
treaty-level legal certainty - particularly in relation to inter-State
cooperation for prevention, investigation and prosecution of crimes
against humanity and questions of state responsibility.

For this reason, New Zealand has long held that the International Law
Commission’s Draft Articles on the Prevention and Punishment of
Crimes against Humanity (“Draft Articles”) and the elaboration of a
new Convention based on them presents an important opportunity to
close this gap.

| take this opportunity to reiterate our appreciation to the
International Law Commission and to Special Rapporteur Professor
Sean Murphy for their extensive and dedicated work, which
culminated in the adoption of the Draft Articles and commentaries by
the Commission in 2019.



Chair,

Effective prevention and prosecution of crimes against humanity
require taking measures at the national level and enhancing
international cooperation, including with respect to extradition and
mutual legal assistance. We recognise the calls from many Member
States for assistance with respect to strengthening national capacities.
A new Convention — designed to help States fulfil their primary
responsibility in this regard will strengthen inter-State cooperation and
build national capacities to prevent, investigate and prosecute crimes
against humanity, including by defining a minimum standard
framework.

The ILC Draft Articles provide a strong foundation for the development
of this Convention. They are grounded in existing international law and
seek to complement, not contradict, existing international legal
regimes, including the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court’s complementarity regime.

We welcome the progress made to date toward a UN Convention on
Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Humanity, including the
decision of the General Assembly in 2024, to formally proceed to treaty
negotiations based on the ILC Draft Articles.

Chair,

We also welcome the opportunity during this Preparatory Committee
to discuss the draft articles substantively — identifying areas of
convergence and areas for greater clarification or elaboration. While
we recognise the diverse views on the substance of the Draft Articles,
we were encouraged by the constructive exchanges in the Sixth
Committee’s resumed sessions in 2023 and 2024. The nature and high
level of engagement of all delegations reflect our shared commitment
to combatting impunity for these grave crimes.



Because crimes against humanity are of concern to the entire
international community, and in the interests of fostering widespread
cooperation of states in this area, it is important that our discussions
be constructive, inclusive, and involve the broadest possible
participation of stakeholders. New Zealand supports the meaningful
and effective participation of stakeholders in all phases of the
negotiations process. While negotiations are a State-led process,
stakeholders bring valuable expertise and perspectives that will
strengthen our collective decision-making.

New Zealand stands ready to engage constructively with all Member
States for a fruitful Preparatory Committee session and look forward

to continued progress on this important work.

Thank you.



