OPENING STATEMENT BY NIGERIA AT THE MEETING OF THE
PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED NATIONS
CONFERENCE OF PLENIPOTENTIARIES ON THE PREVENTION AND
PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY, NEW YORK, 19™ TO
30™ JANUARY 2026

Chair,

At the outset, Nigeria extends its warm congratulations to you and the
members of the Bureau on your election to steer the affairs of this first
session of the Preparatory Committee. We have full confidence in your
ability to guide our deliberations toward a successful conclusion, and you
should be assured of Nigeria's constructive engagement and full support
throughout this session.

2. We welcome the convening of this Preparatory Committee as a
critical step toward the elaboration of a Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of Crimes against Humanity. For too long, Crimes against
Humanity have remained the only core international crime without a
dedicated and comprehensive legal instrument for holding perpetrators to
account. Nigeria views this process not merely as a legal exercise, but as a
moral imperative to close the gap in the international legal architecture and
to send an unequivocal message that impunity for the most heinous crimes
will not be tolerated.

Chair,

3. My delegation commends the International Law Commission (ILC) for
its diligent work on the Draft Articles, which forms the substantive basis of
our work. We believe the Draft Articles provide a robust and solid
foundation for our negotiations, and look forward to engaging in substantive
textual discussions to refine the Draft Articles, bridging gaps where they
exist, and working toward a Diplomatic Conference that produces a
convention with the widest possible acceptance. We commit to a
convention that is pragmatic, universally acceptable, and effective.



4.  While we reserve our right to provide concrete proposals for
amendment of the draft ILC articles ahead of the deadline of April 2026, my
delegation will like to provide, in line with the mandate of this preparatory
committee, our initial commentaries on some of the ILC draft articles.

5. Nigeria takes note of the draft provisions of the preamble, but we
believe most of the paragraphs require slight modifications to bring it in line
with the UN Charter and emerging trends in international criminal justice
administration. We also see merit in reflecting the historical injustices
including slavery and slave trade, colonialism, damage to cultural heritage
and all forms of economic exploitation. As the success of a treaty on
crimes against humanity is intrinsically linked with the capacity of domestic
institutions to prevent, investigate and punish these crimes, there is need to
have a reference to capacity building in the preamble.

Chair,

6. On scope in Article 1, we express our support for a broad scope that
would cover all dimension and manifestation of crimes against humanity.
My delegation further requires an interpretative note to indicate that the
draft articles will also apply to the continuing consequences of crimes
whose unlawful effects persist.

7. Regarding definition in draft article 2, Nigeria welcomes the current
list of prohibited acts in the ILC’s draft articles and the reference to the
Rome Statute in this regard. However, we are open to the expansion of the
list to include other egregious crimes against humanity that have not been
contemplated. Nigeria favours an approach that prioritizes prevention,
accountability of all crimes against humanity, and restitution for victims.

8.  We further reiterate our support for the position of the African Group
to include slave trade as crime against humanity. We all recall the evil of
slavery and slave trade and the structural and institutional consequences
which continues to affect the African continent and people of African
descent as well as other peoples affected by the heinous, inhuman acts
perpetrated in the history of humankind. These crimes including the
dreaded experience of colonialism and exploitation of natural resources



were not captured in either the Convention on War crimes or Genocide, but
this is a great opportunity to re-write Africa’s painful and dark stories.
History will never forgive us to forget again to include these crimes in the
convention as crimes against humanity. My delegation is therefore
expanding the scope of the request to demand the inclusion of
“colonialism” and “exploitation of mineral resources” as crimes against
humanity.

Chair,

9. It is noteworthy that Draft Article 3 on general obligations is largely
modeled on Article 7 of the Rome Statute of the ICC. As a State Party to
the Rome Statute, Nigeria values legal consistency and certainty. We
believe that diverging significantly from the Rome Statute definitions could
lead to fragmentation in international law and operational difficulties for
national prosecutors.

10. Furthermore, Nigeria expresses its full support on linking article 3 (1)
of the ILC Draft Articles to the national obligations of state. We do not
agree with the proposal to retain the last two paragraphs of Article 3, as it
might create a legal gap that could be exploited. We must respect the
principle of non-interference in internal affairs of states. In this connection,
Nigeria calls for a reference of the principle of non-interference as
contained in the United Nations Charter in draft Article 3 of the future
convention.

11. The reference to other organization in draft article 4(b), on Obligation
of Prevention, must be clearly defined. It is our considered view that
cooperation as referenced in this draft article should not be construed as
conferring obligations of states on organisations.

Chair,

12.  We welcome the provision in article 12 on the rights of the victims to
obtain reparation for materials and moral damages or other forms including
restitution; compensation; satisfaction; rehabilitation which are not
exhaustive. My delegation also proposes to include repatriations for



materials especially for victims of historical injustices. We are also disposed
to a mechanism for timely payments to victims of crimes against humanity
including criminal proceedings for defaulters.

13. Nigeria continues to favour a process that takes into account the
different views, comments and observations expressed by member states
and groups, including perspectives submitted as part of the ongoing
process of collecting views on the draft articles ahead of the forthcoming
negotiations. We consider this approach the best expression of the
decisions in the General Assembly Resolution 77/247 of 30th December
2022.

14. To conclude, Nigeria is ready to engage productively in this process
and subsequent Diplomatic Conference, with the aim of developing a global
instrument that is fair, balanced and enjoys the widest possible support.
The world indeed needs a convention to criminalize crime against
humanity and the only way we can achieve our goal of preventing and
punishing these heinous crimes is to be transparent and inclusive in the
future convention.

15. | thank you.



