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Mr. Chair, 

 

I would like to begin by congratulating you  for your election. We are truly in 
good hands. 

 
Mr. Chair, 

 
We meet today at an historic moment. A moment that amplifies the voices of 

those who affirm that there is no alternative to an international order based on 
the Rule of Law; an order where the authority of international law prevails over 

the might of the sword and of the powerful few. Today is a moment to celebrate 
what states united in a common endeavour can accomplish. Today is a moment 

of hope. 
 

Mr. Chair, 
 

The commencement of negotiations that will lead to a convention on crimes 
against humanity marks not only the beginning of a new phase in this process, 

but also the culmination of a long and unfinished journey toward justice and 

accountability. 
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That journey began almost eighty-one years ago, at Nuremberg, where the 

international community first confronted the gravity of crimes that shock the 
conscience of humanity. Yet, a dedicated, comprehensive convention on crimes 

against humanity has long remained absent from the international legal 
architecture.  

 
We are called to fill this gap. 

 
Mr. Chair, 

 
This process is also a milestone for the United Nations, including for the Sixth 

Committee of the General Assembly. Portugal welcomed the adoption of the 

General Assembly groundbreaking Resolution 79/12. Portugal was honoured to 
chair the Sixth Committee during the Resolution negotiations and, once again, 

my delegation wishes to thank all Member States for their constructive and 
committed engagement. 

 
We wish to pay sincere tribute to the International Law Commission, and to the 

Special Rapporteur for the topic, Mr. Sean Murphy, whose draft articles form the 
basis of our work.  

 
For decades, the Commission has played an indispensable role in clarifying, 

systematizing, and advancing international law. Its contribution to this project 
reflects its expertise, independence, and commitment to the common interest of 

the international community. It is therefore essential that the Commission 
continues to receive the adequate resources and institutional support necessary 

to fulfil its mandate — a mandate that remains as vital today as ever. 
 

Mr. Chair, 

 
We are undertaking these negotiations in a time of chaos to which the Secretary-

General alluded just last week. A time when the world is facing grave challenges, 
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including armed conflicts, mass atrocities, and a troubling erosion of respect for 

international norms.  
 

A convention on crimes against humanity will reaffirm our collective resolve to 
accountability, prevention, and the protection of human dignity.  

 
Mr. Chair, 

 
Portugal’s approach to the process that begins today is simple: my delegation will 

continue engaging and contributing actively so that the Preparatory Committee 
can advance its mandante in a balanced and practical manner, allowing for 

concrete progress on the negotiations of a Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of Crimes against Humanity. 
 

As we enter this crucial stage of negotiations, we call on all States to engage 
constructively, in good faith, and in a spirit of cooperation. This is a shared 

responsibility, and a shared opportunity. We owe it to the victims past and 
present, and to future generations. 

 
Mr. Chair, 

 
Our work and engagement today will be judged by history tomorrow. The honour 

of the mission vested upon us is only overshadowed by the immense 
responsibility it carries.  

 
Let us raise to the occasion, together.    

 
Thank you. 

 

 
 

 


