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Mr. Chair,

The Republic of Korea is honored to participate in the First Session of the Preparatory
Committee, and congratulates you, Mr. Chair, on your election, and expresses its full

confidence in your leadership.

At the outset, my delegation wishes to reaffirm its strong support for the eventual
adoption of a Convention on prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity.
Drawing on our experience as a non-permanent member of the Security Council over
the past two years, my delegation comes to this meeting with a renewed sense of
urgency and purpose, firmly convinced that crimes against humanity threaten the peace,
security and well-being of the world—as reflected in the preamble to the draft articles
on prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity. The Republic of Korea has
long been a staunch supporter of international criminal justice, as demonstrated by our
steadfast commitment to international judicial bodies including the International

Criminal Court.

We gather at a time when international law is under serious strain. Now, the
international community cannot afford to fail in this vital endeavor to put an end to
impunity for the perpetrators of crimes against humanity. This is why one cannot

overemphasize the importance of this session of the Preparatory Committee.

In this context, success will depend on our collective ability to build broad-based
support for the Convention. Our ultimate goal must be a Convention that enjoys the
widest possible acceptance, as we need a treaty that will enable more States and other

stakeholders to join the fight against impunity.



My delegation would like to commend the excellent work done on this topic by the
International Law Commission under the leadership of the Special Rapporteur, Prof.
Sean Murphy. We believe that the ILC draft articles provide a solid foundation on
which this process can build. They are grounded in a careful analysis of the principles
of international criminal law and the practical requirements of the implementation at
the national level. In our view, the text reflects a workable balance between 1deals and
practical realities, while maintaining coherence with the broader international legal

framework.

Building on this draft, we should focus our efforts on improvements that can secure the
broadest possible support among States. Any improvement or modification should be
made in light of existing law. In this respect, the framework set out in the Rome Statute
and the jurisprudence developed by international courts and tribunals can provide
meaningful points of reference. What is also important is that the new Convention
should be conducive to effective domestic implementation, due regard being had to the
diversity of criminal justice systems and the relevant experiences of different States. It
will receive wide support when it is understood as an instrument that supports and
reinforces domestic legal systems in the fight against the most egregious international
crimes. It is imperative to strike the right balance between the goal of securing the
widest possible acceptance and the task of providing for an effective response against

impunity.

Addressing impunity and narrowing existing accountability gaps remains an urgent
task. The Republic of Korea will engage with other delegations in a constructive
manner throughout this process, listening carefully to different views and striving to

build convergence.

The Republic of Korea also underscores the importance of inclusive engagement with



relevant stakeholders, including civil society, whose expertise and perspectives can
meaningfully enrich our deliberations on crimes against humanity. In particular, civil
society can bring to our attention the voices of victims and survivors that will inform

our discussions.

My delegation hopes that this session will serve as a forum to bring diverse
perspectives together, deepen mutual understanding, and steadily widen the common

ground, ahead of the Diplomatic Conference.

Thank you, Mr. Chair. /END/



