PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE
UNITED NATIONS | NEW YORK

STATEMENT BY MR NATHANIEL KHNG,
MINISTER-COUNSELLOR (LEGAL), PERMANENT MISSION OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE TO THE UNITED NATIONS, AT THE
GENERAL DEBATE AT THE FIRST SESSION OF THE PREPARATORY
COMMITTEE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE OF
PLENIPOTENTIARIES ON PREVENTION AND PUNISHMENT OF
CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY, NEW YORK,

19 JANUARY 2026

Mr Chairperson,

Thank you for giving me the floor. Singapore congratulates you on your
election and wishes to express our support for your leadership.

2 Crimes against humanity are among the most serious crimes of concern
to the international community. It is imperative that the international community
works together to end impunity for perpetrators and provide justice for victims.

3 Singapore reiterates its appreciation to the International Law
Commission for its work on this important topic, which resulted in the
Commission’s draft articles and commentaries on prevention and punishment of
crimes against humanity.

4 In 2024, at the 79th session of the Sixth Committee, Singapore actively
supported engagement, flexibility and compromise, and worked with many
delegations, to preserve the Committee’s tradition of decision-making by consensus,
in establishing the present process for negotiations of a convention on prevention
and punishment of crimes against humanity.

5 Singapore wishes to reiterate that it is important that the substantive
outcomes of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries are adopted by consensus, to
achieve a convention that gains wide acceptance and implementation, and allow
international law to develop in a manner that is inclusive and unfragmented. Our



work in this Preparatory Committee must facilitate and support this goal of
consensus-based outcomes for the Conference.

6 Singapore looks forward to working constructively and collaboratively
with all other delegations in the Preparatory Committee.

7 Thank you for your attention.



