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Mr. Chair, 

Slovakia fully aligns with the statement delivered on behalf of the European Union and its 

Member States and would like to add a few additional remarks in the national capacity.  

My delegation has been a firm and active supporter of the long-term process leading to the 

historic decision of the UN General Assembly at its 79. session to convene a diplomatic 

conference to elaborate a legally binding international instrument on the prevention and 

punishment of crimes against humanity. We are therefore very pleased that thanks to the 

constructive spirit of cooperation, we have reached an important milestone in the first session 

of Preparatory Committee, which will enable us to further engage in the substance of the draft 

articles. We have a common responsibility to bring this process to a successful end, and we trust 

you, Mr. Chair, as well as other members of the Bureau, in guiding us efficiently through this 

session. We equally praise the Office of Legal Affairs, in particular Under-Secretary-General 

for Legal Affairs Madam Elinor Hammarskjöld and Secretary Mr. Arnold Pronto and their 

teams, for their tireless effort and continuous assistance on this topic.  

The prohibition of crimes against humanity is a peremptory norm of general international law 

and one of the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole. Yet, 

the international community has witnessed until present day the commission of crimes that 

continue to deeply shock the conscience of humanity. A dedicated international treaty on 

prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity is a long-standing debt of international 

lawmakers towards the protection of rights of civilian populations and ensuring accountability 

of the perpetrators of such crimes at the national level. 

As has been stated several times in our interventions over the last years, Slovakia considers 

draft articles adopted by the International Law Commission in 2019 as a very well drafted and 

well-balanced set of provisions which form an excellent basis for a future convention. In that 

regard, we praise the Commission for its outstanding work and particularly the Special 

Rapporteur, Mr. Sean Murphy, whose presence here today is highly appreciated.  

Obligations of States to prevent and punish crimes against humanity, materialised inter alea by 

criminalisation of specific offences and establishing jurisdiction over them, will greatly 

contribute to harmonisation of national legal systems and to closing of impunity gaps and safe 

havens for perpetrators of such atrocious acts. International cooperation between States is also 

crucial in this regard. We therefore welcome comprehensive provisions on extradition or mutual 

legal assistance, including a detailed annex.  



Accountability would not be complete without paying due regard to rights of victims of crimes 

against humanity, especially the right to obtain reparation for material and moral damages, on 

individual or collective basis. At the same time, procedural and human rights of alleged 

offenders must be guaranteed, including a right to a fair trial.  

Mr. Chair, it is the conviction of my delegation that the power of multilateralism can result in a 

solid and universally acceptable international treaty to prevent and punish crimes against 

humanity. The expectations are high and the process is in our hands. We believe that the 

upcoming two weeks will provide a fruitful platform to exchange views on the draft articles 

and enhance mutual understanding among States with a view to facilitate subsequent 

preparation of written proposals for potential improvement of draft articles, if appropriate. My 

delegation stands ready to engage constructively in this important task within the Working 

Group and the examination of particular clusters. 

In conclusion, Slovakia commends the civil society organisations for their valuable contribution 

to the topic over the years. We therefore fully support a decision of the Preparatory Committee 

to be taken on the very last day of this session that would allow a participation of stakeholders 

other than those in consultative status with ECOSOC in the work of the second session of the 

Preparatory Committee and the Conference itself.   

I thank you Mr. Chair. 

 

 


