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Statement by the Republic of Türkiye 
Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference of Plenipotentiaries on 

Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Humanity 
(19- 30 January 2026, New York) 

 
 
Mr Chair, 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to once again thank to the International Law Commission 
(ILC) and the Sixth Committee for their diligent work in preparing the draft articles on 
prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity. 
 
Crimes against humanity continue to pose existential threats against human dignity, peace and 
security, rule of law, international order; namely, against the core principles that lay at the very 
foundation of the United Nations.  
 
Crimes against humanity are addressed under the Turkish Penal Code, reflecting Türkiye’s 
strong commitment to ensure accountability for such grave offences.  
 
It is well recognized that definitions, jurisdictional approaches and modes of application may 
vary across national legal systems as well as within international judicial frameworks. 
 
 These differences in interpretation and practice should be carefully considered. It is a 
challenging process. Yet, it is essential to ensure that the concept is applied in a manner that is 
objective and free from politization. 
 
As serious violations of international law and impunity persist all around the world, the need to 
address, prevent and punish these crimes continues to be of utmost importance for the whole 
international community.  
 
In this regard, Türkiye closely cooperates with the ILC and the Sixth Committee in their work 
on the draft articles. We expect this work should proceed in line with the established principles 
of international law.  
 
We reemphasize that the consensus principle should be strictly observed, concerns and 
expectations of all States should be duly addressed during the work for the codification of the 
prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity.  
 
However, as we are all aware, there is still a long path ahead to be covered before us for 
achieving this objective. Rushing this process without due diligence may jeopardize the work 
that has been carried out so far. 
 
Mr Chair, 
 
As we have clearly mentioned in our previous statements, there is still more work to be done 
for reaching a wide consensus amongst Member States on the substantive content of an 
international convention about the crimes against humanity. We are currently far from that stage 
yet.  
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We have also underlined that a considerable number of member States harbour serious concerns 
that an international regulation for this category of crimes could particularly be vulnerable to 
exploitation for non-legal motives. 
 
Although existing conventions addressing crimes against humanity provide an important basis, 
they have not fully reached a universal acceptance as envisaged. Accordingly, a new legal 
codification should be developed with particular care and sensitivity. 
 
Therefore, the prospective international convention on crimes against humanity, first and 
foremost, should envisage substantial safeguards against potential misuses for political and 
other motives. The proposed rules and mechanisms should be crafted meticulously, inclusively 
and with utmost clarity.  
 
Mr. Chair 
 
The draft text appears to go beyond the existing legal framework by introducing new rules, 
some of which may give rise to general concerns among the Member States. 
 
 At the same time, we recognize that codification processes may often include elements of 
progressive development and it is not always easy to determine the appropriate balance. 
 
 It should also be noted that even within the current legal framework, further consideration of a 
number of different viewpoints is duly warranted 
 
 In this regard, Türkiye expects that the negotiations and deliberations in the coming days may 
help address these concerns to ensure that the outcome will remain closely anchored to existing 
rules. 
 
Mr Chair, 
 
In conclusion, we would like to stress once more that Türkiye’s position on the draft articles 
that we have expressed in previous sessions of the Sixth Committee remains unchanged. 
 
Türkiye is committed to constructive engagement and ready to further contribute in a 
meaningful and cooperative manner to the discussions and deliberations in the upcoming days. 
 
Thank you.  
 


