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Mr Chair,

Let me begin by congratulating you again, Chair, and expressing the
United Kingdom'’s sincere appreciation to you for your efforts in facilitating

this session.

The decision to agree the convening of a conference, and this Preparatory
Committee, to negotiate a legally binding instrument to prevent and
punish crimes against humanity reflects our shared commitment to
advancing international law and cooperation. It sends a strong signal of

unity, resolve and collaboration in tackling atrocity crimes.

Chair,

The United Kingdom continues to consider that the International Law
Commission’s draft articles constitute an excellent basis for a convention.
We have been greatly encouraged by the active engagement of States
from all regional groups in the process to date. This provides a strong

basis to embark on substantive negotiations.

We reaffirm our commitment to working transparently and collaboratively
to expand this support. In this context, we welcome the convening of this
first Preparatory Committee to discuss the draft articles and related
procedural matters and to continue to build consensus and clarity. Whilst
we recognise that certain substantive issues elicit differing views amongst
Member States, we continue to firmly believe that such divergences can

be addressed through constructive dialogue and negotiation.



Chair, the United Kingdom is pleased to have a further opportunity to
discuss this important topic and hear the views of others. We are ready to
continue to engage constructively and in good faith, with a view to the
eventual agreement of a Convention which enjoys the broadest possible
support, and which also reflects our shared values and strengthens the

international legal framework for the protection of humanity.

Thank you, Chair.



