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Thank you, Chair. 

I have the honour today to speak on behalf of the Government of Australia. 

Crimes against humanity are among the most serious crimes of international concern. By their very 

nature, such crimes threaten peace and security, development and human rights. The international 

community has long accepted that such deplorable and abhorrent crimes must not go unpunished. 

Of course, individual international criminal responsibility for such crimes is reflected in national 

laws and, for those that have ratified or acceded to it, the Rome Statute. However, unlike other 

serious international crimes such as genocide, war crimes and torture, no treaty codifies States’ 

obligations to prevent and punish crimes against humanity.  

In 2024, we marked a major milestone when the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution by 

consensus that gave States a mandate and a pathway to negotiating such a convention. We now 



 

have an opportunity to finally close a gap in the international accountability framework. The 

international community can be proud of this outcome, although this is only the beginning of our 

collective journey.  

Chair, 

A treaty-level framework for the prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity would 

assist States in assuming their primary responsibility in investigating and punishing such crimes. It 

also has the potential to strengthen the international criminal justice system, promote inter–State 

cooperation, and safeguard the rights of victims, survivors, witnesses and others aƯected by these 

heinous crimes.  

Australia expresses its gratitude to the International Law Commission and commends the tireless 

eƯorts of the Special Rapporteur, Professor Sean Murphy, for compiling the Draft Articles on 

Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity. These Draft Articles will provide a strong 

basis for commencing negotiations, although there remains scope for further development. The 

Draft Articles are a testament to the Commission’s continuing and invaluable contribution to 

international cooperation and the codification and progressive development of international law.  

Australia is committed to ensuring that a convention on crimes against humanity is victim- and 

survivor-centric, and reflects indigenous and gender perspectives, including their experiences in 

the criminal justice system. Australia also considers it important for negotiation processes to 

structurally ensure the meaningful involvement of Indigenous Peoples.  

We are committed to ensuring the negotiation process remains open, transparent and inclusive, 

and in this regard strongly support the participation of all relevant stakeholders, including civil 

society organisations. Civil society organisations  oƯer unique expertise and insights into lived 



 

experiences. This is crucial for ensuring the treaty is informed by the very real impact of crimes 

against humanity on individuals. 

Australia recognises that there remain diƯerences between States on the substance of the 

convention. This should not be an impediment to progressing negotiations on a convention. Indeed, 

structured negotiations will provide Member States with the appropriate forum in which to resolve 

such diƯerences. 

Over the next two weeks, and indeed across the course of negotiations, Australia looks forward to 

constructively engaging with all Member States and stakeholders in negotiations to develop a 

comprehensive, modern and enduring Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes 

Against Humanity.  

I thank you Chair.  

 


