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Mr./Madam Chair, 

Greece aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union and would like 
to add the following remarks in its national capacity. 

Greece welcomes the establishment, pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 79/122 
of the Preparatory Committee, as well as the convening of the United Nations diplomatic 
conference with the mandate to elaborate and conclude a legally binding instrument on 
prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity. 

This is an important step forward, for there is no international legally binding instrument 
exclusively dedicated to crimes against humanity. Accordingly, when the convention 
becomes a reality, it will fill a gap in the existing treaty law as regards international 
criminal law. It will enable States to efficiently combat impunity regarding crimes against 
humanity by providing a commonly acceptable definition of the crimes and a common 
set of rules on their prevention, criminalization in the domestic legal order and on  
judicial cooperation for their effective  prosecution and punishment. 

Greece is of the view that the ILC draft articles provide a solid basis for the future 
convention. It is important also to stress that they are accompanied by the commentary 
prepared by the ILC, which, together with the draft articles, will also be referred to the 
conference. The commentary will be instrumental for the interpretation of the ILC draft 
articles when they will be incorporated in the future instrument.  

General Assembly Resolution 79/122 and its subsequent Decision 80/521 set the 
framework for the presentation and for the submission of proposals by Governments. 
Greece welcomes such proposals and submissions as well as those submitted by 
States in previous sessions of the Sixth Committee. It values also the discussions, 
observations and comments by States in past sessions of the Sixth Committee. In its 
view, they will contribute to a text of a future legally binding instrument, which would be 
likely to gather a wide participation of States Parties thereto. 
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In drafting the future convention, consideration should also be given to the relevant 
case-law  of international criminal courts and tribunals, in particular the ICC.  

In concluding  Mr. / Madam Chair, Greece is of the view that the work of the Preparatory 
Committee will facilitate discussion on the ILC draft articles with a view to preparing a 
text which once referred to the diplomatic conference would lead to a successful 
outcome and eventually to effective and efficient provisions aimed at preventing and 
punishing crimes against humanity. 

Thank you 

  


