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Mr. Chair, 
 
Since it is the first time my delegation takes the floor, let me congratulate you, Mr 
Chair, on your election to steer the work of this Preparatory Committee during the 
present session. 
 
[Italy aligns itself with the statement delivered by the European Union and would like 
to add some remarks in a national capacity]. 
 
Mr Chair, 
 
Italy reiterates its support for the negotiation of a Convention on crimes against 
humanity, which it considers a contribution to the strengthening of the international 
legal framework for the prevention and punishment of such crimes. In this context, 
Italy has actively participated in the preparatory work and has engaged in a 
constructive and continuous dialogue with the International Law Commission 
throughout the drafting process, including through a number of formal interventions. 
These contributions have consistently been advanced in close coordination with our 
partners within the European Union. 

At the same time, Italy wishes to draw attention to the inherent complexity of the 
subject matter. The draft convention engages issues of considerable sensitivity and 
breadth at both the international and domestic levels, encompassing, inter alia, 
questions of criminal jurisdiction, legislative harmonization, procedural guarantees, 
and the relationship between international obligations and national constitutional 
frameworks. 



 
 

Against this background, and mindful that the future instrument would be subject to 
ratification in accordance with national parliamentary procedures, due consideration 
must be given to its implications for domestic legal systems. Italy intends to 
undertake a careful and comprehensive internal assessment, involving all relevant 
national authorities and competent institutions, aimed at identifying the conditions 
and circumstances that would enable the effective implementation of the future 
convention. 

Upon completion of this internal process, Italy will be able to submit proposals and 
observations in view of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries envisaged for 2028–2029 
so as to continue its constructive engagement in the ongoing work, while taking into 
account the diversity of national legal systems. 

Finally, Italy recalls that the architecture of international criminal justice rests, first 
and foremost, on the responsibility of States to adopt adequate domestic legislation. 
From this perspective, the draft convention on crimes against humanity lies primarily 
within the sphere of national competences. It is therefore essential that each State 
ensure that its domestic legal order is capable of giving full effect to the obligations 
arising from the future convention, in a manner consistent with its constitutional 
principles and fundamental legal traditions. 

Italy remains committed to working in a constructive and cooperative spirit with all 
delegations in order to advance on this important initiative. 
 


