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Thank you Chair,

1.

The Maldives congratulates you on your election and welcomes the convening of this important
discussion. Today we are gathered here, with a common goal; to ensure a fruitful discussion to

achieve a tangible outcome.

We extend our appreciation to the ILC for the comprehensive Draft Articles on the Prevention
and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity. The ILC’s work reflects a balance that offers a

strong foundation, which is for our collective consideration.

The Draft Articles highlight a core truth: crimes against humanity are morally so repulsive that it
must be condemned universally. Peace, security and human dignity are threatened — their
prohibition is a fundamental principle in international law. The commission of such crimes cannot

be justified under any circumstance.

As a small State, we depend on rules that can be applied equally. In considering this, the Draft

Articles are highly significant. They place real obligations on States; to prevent such atrocious



10.

crimes, to criminalise them under national legislation, and to uphold accountability regardless of

official status or lapse of time.

For this reason, a future instrument of this caliber, must have reduced ambiguity. It must not
create further grey areas. It must offer clear guidance. It must be workable and capable of

consistent application across different legal systems and traditions.

The Maldives highlights the importance of legal clarity. Effective implementation depends on
precision. In our legal system, to have practical effect, international obligations must be

incorporated into national legislation. This makes careful drafting essential.

A Convention must therefore be capable of effective implementation — if not, it remains

aspirational rather than impactful.

The Maldives values the balance as reflected in the text. It recognises the victims’ right to
protection and reparation. Simultaneously, it upholds due process, and guarantees fair treatment.

This strengthens the credibility of the framework.

The credibility of international legal order depends on our willingness to facilitate obligation into
action. Our shared objective must be clear: to enhance international legal framework in a way that

it upholds the rights of victims.

The emphasis on cooperation is equally important. It gives practical meaning to these
commitments. We must also ensure that this is accessible to all States, including those with limited

institutional capacity.

11. Justice, must be a collective effort. Accountability must not stop at borders. Cooperation gives

meaning to these commitments. Without it, the promise of prevention remains incomplete. No

State can address crimes of this gravity in isolation.

I thank you.



