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Mr Chair, 

It is our honour to participate in this first session of the Preparatory Committee for the UN 

Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against 

Humanity. We highly value the work of the International Law Commission and the draft 

articles on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity, which provide a sound 

platform for the development of a dedicated Convention on Crimes Against Humanity. Allow 

me, Mr Chair, to extend our sincere thanks in particular to Special Rapporteur Mr Sean 

Murphy. 

As this Preparatory Committee commences, we must bear in mind that the point of departure 

is one of convergence; that "crimes against humanity, which are among the most serious crimes 

of concern to the international community as a whole, must be prevented in coriformity with 

international law". 

Crimes against humanity comprise some of the most egregious atrocities known to humankind; 

thus, the pressing need for a dedicated Convention is undisputable. Such a Convention would 

also strengthen the international criminal system. The absence of a Convention on Crimes 

against Humanity has persisted for far too long; we must urgently work to close this gap. 

From a human rights perspective, crimes against humanity constitute very serious violations 

of the rights of civilians, including women and children having distinct and intersecting 

vulnerabilities. Gender and age shape patterns of targeting and harm, with women, girls and 

boys often subjected to sexual and gender-based violence, forced displacement, and family 
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separation. Integrating gender and child-sensitive approaches is essential to ensuring 

accountability, protecting victims and survivors, and preventing recurrence. 

Malta reaffirms its unwavering commitment to advancing a survivor-centred approach, 

underscoring its principled stance of standing firmly with survivors. We place the rights and 

dignity of survivors and victims at the core of our efforts, ensuring they are empowered to 

make informed decisions on access to protection, justice, and remedy, in accordance with their 

needs and priorities. We further support initiatives that deliver reparative justice, restoring 

dignity and hope to those who have endured the gravest violations of international law. The 

adoption of a dedicated Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against 

Humanity, which addresses these elements, would mark a decisive step toward realising these 

objectives and strengthening global accountability. 

Aware that this Preparatory Committee represents only one step in a broader process, we 

express our confidence in a constructive dialogue which is inclusive, comprehensive, and 

transparent. The upcoming discussions should aim to bridge diverging positions and strengthen 

our collective resolve, bringing us closer to the eventual adoption of a Convention on Crimes 

against Humanity. 

Thank you. 
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