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Mr. Chair, thank you for giving me the floor 

Rwanda aligns itself with the statement delivered by the 
African Group. 

Rwanda welcomes the convening of this Preparatory 
Committee to launch a clear and time-bound path toward a 
United Nations Conference of Plenipotentiaries. 

This roadmap provides both structure and responsibility, 
calling on all of us to engage early, listen carefully, and act 
in good faith. 
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This discussion is not abstract. It reflects the lived realities 
of victims and survivors whose lives, families, and 
communities have been permanently altered by crimes 
against humanity. 

The continued absence of a dedicated global convention 
leaves real gaps in law, in prevention, and in justice. What 
is required is a practical legal framework that States can 
use, apply, and rely upon. 

Mr. Chair and colleagues 

Rwanda believes that how we conduct this process matters 
as much as what we produce at its conclusion. 

In this regard a convention negotiated without broad 
participation and genuine ownership will struggle to make a 
difference between where it matters most, on the ground. 
This Preparatory Committee must therefore be a place 
of real work, honest exchange, and constructive 
compromise. 
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Rwanda attaches great importance to the mandate of this 
Preparatory Committee to clarify options, narrow 
differences, and prepare the ground for focused and 
effective negotiations at the Conference of 
Plenipotentiaries. 

In this regard, Rwanda wishes to express its full confidence 
in your leadership, Mr. Chair, and in the discipline and 
direction provided by your team. 

Our discussions already reveal a strong foundation of 
common ground across regions and legal traditions, 
particularly on prevention, the primacy of national 
responsibility, cooperation among States, and the central 
place of victims and survivors. 

These shared understandings are not incidental; they are 
the essential pillars of a credible and effective convention. 

The gap before us persists not because of a lack of ideas, 
but because of delayed collective action. This Preparatory 
Committee has both the mandate and the capacity to close 
it. 
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Chair and colleagues 
The future convention must speak first and foremost to 
victims and survivors. It must be realistic, implementable, 
and sensitive to different legal traditions. At the same time 1 

it should strengthen national legal systems and promote 
cooperation among States, with full respect for sovereignty. 

Chairperson, finally 

Looking ahead to 2029, when Member States will be 
called upon to adopt a convention of historic significance, 
Rwanda believes that success will depend on sustained 
political will, discipline in our work, and genuine ownership 
by all. 

Rwanda commends the International Law Commission for 
its rigorous and balanced work, which provides a credible 
foundation for this process. Rwanda will engage 
constructively and substantively across all clusters and 
topics under discussion, with a clear focus on prevention, 
national responsibility, and effective cooperation. 

Chairperson 
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We have the experience, the shared principles, and the 
responsibility to close this gap together and to deliver a 
practical and meaningful convention that advances 
prevention, accountability, and dignity for victims and 
survivors. 

Thank you. 
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