
 

 1 

 

 

 

 
 

AI Index: POL 30/0618/2026 
19 January 2026 

 
-Check against delivery- 

ORAL STATEMENT 
Plenary: General Debate 

 
Preparatory Committee for the UN Conference of Plenipotentiaries 

on Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Humanity 
First session 

New York, 19 - 30 January 2026 
 

Mr / Ms Chairperson, 

While Amnesty International believes that the ILC’s Draft Articles are a good basis for the future Convention, 
and in many cases should be maintained, the organization considers that some provisions would benefit from 
amendment because they are flawed, inadequate for fighting impunity, or fail to reflect the most progressive 
standards of international law. We call on all States to consider ways to further strengthen the future 
Convention, including through proposals for amending the Draft Articles. 

Amnesty International recommends that the Convention ensures that victims and survivors’ rights are robustly 
protected; gender justice is advanced; and attempts to weaken its effectiveness through procedural or other 
caveats are rejected, in particular regarding the establishment and exercise of national jurisdiction. 

Mr / Ms Chairperson, 

This Preparatory Committee will decide on the participation of stakeholders other than NGOs with ECOSOC 
status. Amnesty International strongly believes that the nature and subject of the negotiations for this 
Convention necessitate as wide a civil society participation as possible. This follows from Resolution 79/122 
itself, is consistent with the precedent of the Rome Statute conference and other recent international practice, 
and would contribute to having a fair and balanced representation of observers and an open, accessible, 
inclusive and transparent treaty-making process.  

Most importantly, the views of victims and survivors are central to the negotiations. Their participation should 
be ensured, alongside civil society from countries particularly affected by crimes against humanity. Practically, 
acquiring new ECOSOC accreditation before the Conference would be all but impossible for many of these 
organizations.  

Finally, civil society participation at the Conference must be factually possible. If circumstances impede in-
person participation from all member states in New York, States should consider moving meetings to a venue 
outside the USA. 

Amnesty International recommends that:  

• this Preparatory Committee enables full, effective and broad civil society participation in the 

negotiations, with equitable geographical representation and gender parity, including NGOs and other 

civil society actors without ECOSOC status;  
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• these stakeholders can submit requests to participate in the Conference and all related forums, with 

the option to participate in person;  

• and they are given the same rights of participation as those observers already admitted. 

Thank you. 

 


