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Distinguished Dignitaries and Citizens of the World! 
 

International Alliance of Women predates the establishment of the United Nations and was one of 

the original NGOs in the inaugural UN Commission on the Status of Women.  We recognize and 

celebrate all women and girls, regardless of where they originate, and pursue actions that afford 

them the full enjoyment of human rights, with no one left behind. 

 

On behalf of the Alliance, I, Jill Follows, state that we are committed to the work of this body to 

prevent and punish crimes against humanity. 

 

Our organization works to secure every Member State’s Ratification without Reservations, and 

implementation of the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women.  This convention links with the UN Security Council’s Women, Peace and Security 

Agenda and the UN Human Rights Working Group on Discrimination Against Women and Girls in 

their recognition that gender apartheid, by definition, is a crime against humanity.  

 

We challenge the UN’s current draft position that Member States have the primary responsibility to 

prevent and punish crimes against humanity.  This position merely throws the questions of 

prevention back onto Member States, many of whom are directly responsible for such heinous 

crimes.  

 

We believe that prevention of such crimes against humanity will not occur when the power of half 

the world population - women’s power- is left out of the equation. Therefore, we call for a 

significant increase in women’s participation in human rights processes globally and this 

Convention specifically.   

 

The support of an engaged and aware public in our work shall be promoted through general 

education in human rights and diversity, equity and inclusion throughout all public and political 

systems.  


