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DATE: January 17, 2026 
 
 

 

Distinguished Chair, Excellencies, and colleagues, 

I speak today on behalf of the Luz Maria Foundation, and as someone who knows—personally 
and professionally—that crimes against humanity do not begin with mass atrocities. They begin 
with normalized violence, silence, and impunity. 

Crimes against humanity are not only committed in times of war. They occur when systems fail 
to protect people from widespread or systematic violence—particularly women and girls, human 
rights defenders, migrants, and marginalized communities.  

This Preparatory Committee carries a historic responsibility: to ensure that the future convention 
is preventive, survivor-centered, and enforceable. 

From our work supporting survivors of violence, we urge three priorities: 

First, prevention must be crystal clear. The convention should require states to address early 
warning signs, including gender-based violence, digital harms, and patterns of discrimination 
that escalate into crimes against humanity. 

Second, victims must be at the center. Survivors must have access to justice, reparations, 
protection, and meaningful participation—regardless of nationality, status, or location. 

Third, accountability must be real. National jurisdictions must be strengthened, universal 
jurisdiction encouraged, and impunity eliminated—especially where violence is tolerated or 
dismissed as private, cultural, or political. 

Justice delayed is justice denied. Prevention ignored becomes atrocity repeated. 



The Luz Maria Foundation stands ready to contribute survivor-informed expertise to this 
process.  

Let us ensure that this treaty speaks not only to states, but to the people it is meant to protect. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Luz María Utrera 

 
President/Founder 

Luz María Foundation 
 


