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Chair, 

At the outset, allow me to congratulate you on your election and to express 

Timor-Leste’s confidence in your leadership in guiding this important process. 

For Timor-Leste, the purpose of this Preparatory Committee is clear. It is to 

conduct focused, inclusive, and good-faith negotiations with a view to 

preparing the ground for a diplomatic conference, while preserving both the 

integrity of the mandate and the progress already achieved. 

In this regard, Timor-Leste reiterates its strong support for the draft articles 

adopted by the International Law Commission as the appropriate and 

authoritative basis for negotiations. These draft articles represent years of 

careful legal work, extensive engagement with States, and a balanced 

reflection of diverse legal systems and traditions. They provide a solid 

foundation upon which States can build, refine, and negotiate in a disciplined 

and constructive manner. 

At the same time, meaningful negotiations require openness, mutual respect, 

and a willingness to listen. Bridging differences will be essential, and Timor-

Leste remains committed to engaging with all delegations in a spirit of 

dialogue and pragmatism, guided by our shared objective of strengthening 

the international legal framework for the prevention of atrocities. 
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Mr. Chair, 

Timor-Leste’s perspective is shaped by its experience as a post-conflict 

society. Our national processes of truth-seeking, accountability, and 

reconciliation have demonstrated that sustainable peace is built not through 

forgetting, but through confronting past violations with honesty, 

responsibility, and respect for those affected. 

This experience reinforces our conviction that a future convention on crimes 

against humanity must be both principled and practical. It should 

complement existing international mechanisms, including the Rome Statute 

of the International Criminal Court, and build upon the definitions of crimes 

against humanity as reflected therein, which are firmly grounded in 

customary international law. Reopening or redefining these core elements 

would risk undermining legal certainty, consistency, and decades of 

jurisprudence. The added value of the future convention should therefore lie 

not in revisiting established definitions, but in strengthening national 

implementation, prevention, and international cooperation. 

In this context, Timor-Leste attaches particular importance to provisions on 

capacity-building, technical assistance, and international cooperation, 

including mutual legal assistance and extradition. For many developing, post-

conflict, and small island States, these elements are not peripheral; they are 

essential to the effective implementation of treaty obligations. 
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Mr. Chair, 

Inclusive participation is central to the success of this process. Timor-Leste 

strongly supports the meaningful involvement of civil society organizations, 

victims’ associations, and academic experts throughout the work of the 

Preparatory Committee and at the future Conference of Plenipotentiaries. 

Civil society contributes essential expertise in documentation, early warning, 

education, and accountability, and their engagement strengthens 

transparency, legitimacy, and prevention. 

Victims and survivors must remain at the center of this process. A future 

convention on crimes against humanity will ultimately be judged not only by 

its legal precision, but by its ability to respond to the dignity, needs, and rights 

of those who have suffered the gravest harms. Their perspectives are 

essential to understanding the realities of these crimes, the obstacles to 

justice, and what meaningful redress looks like in practice. Placing victims and 

survivors at the heart of this process strengthens prevention, reinforces 

accountability, and enhances the legitimacy and effectiveness of the future 

convention. Respecting their dignity, voices, and experiences is fundamental 

to justice and reconciliation, and to our shared humanity. 
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Mr. Chair, 

The work before us is demanding, but it is also an opportunity. By approaching 

these negotiations with discipline, inclusivity, and a shared sense of 

responsibility, this Preparatory Committee can lay the groundwork for a 

convention that is universal, balanced, and capable of making a real 

difference. 

Timor-Leste stands ready to engage constructively with all delegations as we 

move forward, guided by our commitment to justice, the rule of law, and the 

prevention of the gravest crimes known to humanity. 

Thank you. 

 


