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Mr. Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished delegates,

TRIAL International commends States for initiating the formal process towards a Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity — an essential instrument to
strengthen both the prevention of, and accountability for, these grave offenses.

We believe it is crucial that this process be genuinely inclusive, ensuring the full and meaningful
participation of victims and survivors, as well as of diverse civil society actors. Such
engagement is indispensable for upholding transparency and safeguarding the credibility of this
initiative, and we encourage States to take measures to this effect.

The future Convention will establish the legal framework governing these crimes for decades
to come. It must effectively respond to the needs and rights of victims and constitute an
instrument fully attuned to contemporary realities, reflecting the various forms in which crimes
against humanity are perpetrated today and could be committed in the future.

For this reason, the Convention should also comprehensively address the involvement of legal
persons in such crimes, including, inter alia, multinational corporations, private military and
security companies, and other business entities, through a robust and credible legal response.

TRIAL International remains steadfast in its commitment to constructively support this process
and to contribute to a Convention that is effective, inclusive, and responsive to the current

challenges, thereby strengthening the international legal framework.

Thank you.



