
Distinguished Chair, Excellencies, Delegates, 

It is an honor to address this Preparatory Committee on behalf of the World Future Council and 
organizations including MADRE, the World Federalist Movement-Institute for Global Policy, and 
Impact Coalition on Strengthening International Judicial Institutions, which was established as 
part of the Summit of the Future process. 

We commend States for advancing progress toward a dedicated Crimes Against Humanity Treaty. 
This process responds to a longstanding and dangerous lacuna in international law that has enabled 
fragmentation, selective enforcement, and persistent impunity. 

We proffer four recommendations: 

First, we welcome several delegations’ recognition of the importance of civil society in this historic 
process. This treaty is not only about codification — it is about affirming that no victim is invisible and 
no crime beyond the reach of law. Civil society has a vital role to play as a bridge between affected 
individuals and communities, and states– often facing our own risks and threats of retaliation.  

Second, as we move from principles to provisions, we urge States to ensure that the treaty retains a 
gender-forward, victim- and survivor-centric architecture. This is not a question of policy preference, 
but of legal adequacy.  This requires inclusive definitions, non-discriminatory procedures, trauma-
informed investigations, and meaningful participation for victims and survivors — including women, 
girls, LGBTQI+ persons, Black and Indigenous peoples, and other historically marginalized communities.  

Third, the treaty should include the slave trade in the list of constituent crimes, in addition to slavery. 
Including the slave trade as a stand-alone offense will help close a persistent gap that has enabled ongoing 
impunity for this grave crime. 

Finally, the treaty should include a compromissory clause delineating the International Court of Justice as 
the method of dispute resolution -- as indicated by the International Law Commission’s draft Article 
15(2). 

Such provisions enhance, rather than constrain, State capacity.  

Excellencies, this treaty will stand as a measure of whether the international community chooses courage 
over convenience, and justice over inertia.  Its credibility will ultimately rest on whether it equips States 
not only to condemn crimes against humanity, but to act collectively to prevent them and cooperate 
when they occur, without exception or selectivity.  

The World Future Council was founded on the principle that today’s legal and political decisions must 
be judged by their impact on future generations. We urge you to deliver an instrument that strengthens 
the promise of “never again” through law, cooperation, and collective resolve.  

Thank you. 


