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It is an honor to speak today on behalf of the Women'’s Initiatives for Gender Justice, an
organization that emerged from efforts to embed the principles of gender justice and
accountability for sexual and gender-based crimes in the Rome Statute.

We urge States to ensure that the Crimes Against Humanity Convention—both in its substance
and in its process—is gender-competent, intersectional, and survivor-centric.

First, on the process. Gender competency requires the equal and meaningful participation of
women, gender-diverse individuals, and other underrepresented groups, including victims and
survivors, throughout all stages of the negotiations. To accomplish this, states should ensure
gender parity and the inclusion of gender experts in their own delegations. In addition, we urge
states to ensure the participation of diverse, cross-regional feminist civil society and gender
experts by deciding to allow the robust participation of non-ECOSOC-accredited civil society
during this Prep Comm session. We also note that we stand in solidarity with those NGOs and
human rights defenders, including from Palestine and Afghanistan, who are unable to join us due
to sanctions and visa restrictions, amongst other reasons.

Second, the Convention must surface advances in law and practice over the past three decades in
understanding the scope and nature of gender-based crimes, including how gender shapes the
design and perpetration of crimes against humanity, as well as the lived experiences of victims
and survivors. Accordingly, the Convention should close legal gaps, reflect current
jurisprudence, and codify emerging norms—including through the enumeration of the slave
trade, reproductive violence, forced marriage, and institutionalized regimes of gender-based
oppression and domination, or gender apartheid.

A gender-competent approach is not optional, nor a luxury. It is essential to the legitimacy,
effectiveness, and authority of this Convention.

Thank you.
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