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Mr. Chair, Distinguished Delegates,

The Permanent Observer Mission of the Pan African Intergovernmental Agency for Water and Sanitation in Africa
(WSA) welcomes the convening of this Preparatory Committee and commends Member States for advancing a binding
international instrument to prevent and punish crimes against humanity.

From the African continent, we bring a perspective grounded in lived realities and scientific evidence. In many conflict
affected and fragile settings, the collapse, contamination, or deliberate destruction of water and sanitation systems
magnifies human suffering, accelerates displacement, and deepens vulnerability. When such deprivation is systematic or
intentional, it may constitute elements of crimes against humanity.

Evidence demonstrates that resilient, science based water and sanitation systems reduce mortality, reinforce community
stability, and diminish the structural conditions in which atrocity crimes can take root and are essential tools to
prevention, protection, and accountability. For this reason, our Observer Mission requests the Committee to recognize
water and sanitation as essential components of prevention, protection, and accountability.

We recommend three priority areas for inclusion in the work of this Conference:

« Integration of science based early warning indicators including water quality surveillance, hydrological risk
mapping, and sanitation related disease monitoring into atrocity prevention frameworks.

« Protection of water infrastructure and technical personnel in conflict settings, supported by data driven assessments
and remote sensing technologies that document violations and strengthen accountability.

» Support for African led research, innovation, and capacity building, including climate resilient water systems,
decentralized sanitation technologies, and community based monitoring platforms that restore dignity and reduce
structural fragility.

Africa is not only a region confronted with the consequences of systemic deprivation; it is a region generating solutions.
Through our Mission’s partnerships with governments, scientific institutions, civil society, and UN Water, we advance

approaches that are evidence based, culturally grounded, and technologically enabled.

As this Conference moves toward a final text, we encourage Member States to ensure that the prevention of crimes

enable widespread suffering.
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Our Mission stands ready to contribute to the technical expertise, scientific data, and regional insights to support this
process and ensure that Africa’s voice, experience, and innovation capacity are fully reflected on the prevention and

punishment of crimes against humanity.

Thank you
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