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Statement of a group of like-minded countries on “gender” issues
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Plenipotentiaries on Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against
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Thank you Mr. Chair.

I would like to deliver this statement on behalf of Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, The Islamic Republic
of Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Libya, Oman, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, Yemen
and my own country, Iraq.

We wish to express our gratitude to the Chair of the Committee and the Secretariat for the efforts
made in this process. We would like to deliver the present statement in relation to discussions on gender
issues in this Committee.

We attach great importance to Islamic principles and values. In this regard and on a general note,
we would like to recall that nuclear family, comprising of two spouses of opposite sexes and their
eventual filiation, has always been the cornerstone for fostering social relationships, rearing children,
transmitting values for the creation of prosperous and vibrant societies. By highlighting its "natural"
and "fundamental" character as a social unit, international law recognizes the family as a universal
human experience that antedates any positive legal status or definition.

As such, we maintain that the concepts underpinning the family—most notably gender—is likewise
and always grounded in biological reality rather than fluid or contested interpretations. Therefore, we
reaffirm that gender only refers to biological sex, namely female and male, and does not allow for nor
has any other meaning or interpretation. The Group requests that the term “sex” be incorporated
throughout the convention to address this matter in a better way. Firmly reiterating our principled
position, we remain seized of all discussions and processes within the Preparatory Committee and the
Conference relating to gender issues. We reserve our right to intervene at all stages to submit further
comments so as to ensure that our principled position as expounded above, is fully respected, and not
prejudiced in any manner.

We would like to kindly ask that the present statement be submitted in the report of the meeting
and its records.

I thank you.



