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Thank you, Chair. 

Chair, 

We have the following initial comments regarding Cluster 1.  

With respect to the draft preambular paragraph 1, as we noted in our national statement, 
crimes against humanity have not been relegated to the pages of history.  We understand 
that the International Law Commission drafted this preambular paragraph to add an 
historical perspective to our work, but we believe there would be value in strengthening the 
language to emphasize the continuing threat they represent and their impacts on countless 
victims and survivors. 

On draft preambular paragraph 3, we support retaining a general reference to the principles 
of international law embodied in the UN Charter, rather than selecting some principles while 
omitting others.  

Canada strongly favours retaining draft preambular paragraph 4, emphasizing the 
importance of recognizing that the prohibition on crimes against humanity as a jus cogens 
norm.   

On draft preambular paragraph 7, while Canada also favours retaining the reference to the 
Rome Statute, we would suggest that there might be value in adding a reference to 
customary international law as the primary source for defining Crimes against Humanity.  

We believe that adding a reference to « survivors” in draft preambular paragraph 9, in 
addition to a reference to “victims”, would be beneficial, and we are open to considering 
referring to the rights of victims and the right of alleged offenders to fair treatment in separate 
preambular paragraphs. 

I thank you. 
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