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Prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity
First Preparatory Committee Session - Cluster 4

New York, January 19-30 2026

Thank you, Chair.

Chair,

Prosecuting serious crimes with transborder reach, including Crimes Against Humanity,

requires strong tools of international cooperation to bring alleged perpetrators to justice.

Many delegations have underscored that these measures are essential for a future
Convention to achieve its core objectives of preventing and punishing Crimes Against
Humanity. We share these perspectives. States cannot work in isolation in meeting the

important objectives of a future Convention.

Canada welcomes the opportunity to continue examining the Draft Articles included in
Cluster 4: International Measures, to ensure that we craft a legal and operational framework
that equips domestic law enforcement officials, prosecutors and judicial authorities with
robust, nimble and comprehensive mechanisms to share needed foreign evidence and to
secure the extradition of alleged perpetrators wanted to face trial or sentence for these

serious crimes.
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Chair,

Draft Articles 13, 14, and 15 provide a sound basis for further discussion and future
elaboration of the proposed tools. To be effective and sustainable, these measures must be
met with adequate protections and safeguards. Canada reiterates the need to clarify
jurisdictional scope for extradition under Draft Article 13, and the need for flexible, modern
and comprehensive mutual legal assistance measures under Draft Article 14 and its related

Annex.

As regards Draft Article 15, there could be merit in modelling it more closely on the
settlement of disputes provision in the UN Convention Against Torture, which provides
timelines on the consideration of terms of arbitration and recourse to the International Court
of Justice. Settlement of disputes for crimes against humanity should also not be subjectto

reservations.

Thank you, Chair.



