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We reiterate, in this regards, the compulsory jurisdiction of the ICJ and the importance of
maintaining the Genocide Convention formulation in Article 15. We regret that the current
formulation provides lesser than what the Genocide Convention provides.

Article 15 should at least establish the compulsory jurisdiction of the ICJ along the same lines of
the Genocide Convention. This is why we are reluctant and remain unconvinced that a three-tier
model of dispute settlement is fit in the context of the commission of one of the worst crimes
known to international law and hesitant to support paragraph 3 which allows States to opt-out from
the jurisdiction of the ICJ or arbitration as means to settle disputes.

As conveyed in the preamble, CAH are crimes of international concern; their prevention and
punishment, just like crime of genocide, concerns all of us and must be equally considered by the
ICJ.

Having said this, we want to reiterate that we are all ears to engage with delegations to ensure the
widest possible ratification of the Convention.

Finally, the ICJ is indispensable and remains at the apex of the international legal order and the
absolute minimum necessary for its maintenance. We must defend the ICJ, implement its decisions
and orders, and preserve its jurisprudence. We must empower it, and help it advance its decisive
role in delivering justice, ensuring respect for the rule of international law, and maintaining
international peace and security.



