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With reference to the request by the Office of Legal Affairs of 21 April 2025 (LA/COD/66/1/b), 

Austria would like to submit the following proposals:  

 

Proposal for additions to Article 15: 

“Article 15 

Settlement of disputes 

1. States shall endeavour to settle disputes concerning the interpretation or application of the 

present draft articles through negotiations. 

2. Any dispute between two or more States concerning the interpretation or application of the 

present draft articles that is not settled through negotiation within six months from the date of 

request for such settlement shall, at the request of one of those States, be submitted to the 

International Court of Justice, unless those States agree to submit the dispute to arbitration. 

3. Each State may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of this 

Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph 2 of 

this draft article. The other States shall not be bound by paragraph 2 of this draft article with 

respect to any State that has made such a declaration. 

4. Any State that has made a declaration in accordance with paragraph 3 of this draft article may 

at any time withdraw that declaration.” 

 

Proposals for new articles: 

“Article 16 

Reservations 

No reservations may be made to this Convention other than the one expressly provided for in 

article 15, paragraph 3. 

Article 17 

Amendments 

1. Any State Party to this Convention may propose an amendment and file it with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate the 

proposed amendment to the States Parties with a request that they notify them whether they 

favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting upon the 

proposal. In the event that within four months from the date of such communication at least one 

third of the States Parties favours such a conference, the Secretary-General shall convene the 

conference under the auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of 

the States Parties present and voting at the conference shall be submitted by the Secretary-

General to all the States Parties for acceptance. 

2. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article shall enter into force 

when two thirds of the States Parties to this Convention have notified the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations that they have accepted it in accordance with their respective constitutional 

processes. 



3. When amendments enter into force, they shall be binding on those States Parties which have 

accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the provisions of this Convention and 

any earlier amendments which they have accepted. 

Article 18 

Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession 

1. This Convention is open for signature by all States. 

2. This Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval. Instruments of ratification, 

acceptance or approval shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

3. This Convention is open to accession by all States. Instruments of accession shall be deposited 

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Article 19 

Entry into force 

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit with the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, 

approval or accession. 

2. For each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention after the deposit 

of the twentieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, this Convention 

shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit of that State’s instrument of 

ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. 

Article 20 

Depositary and languages  

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated depositary of this Convention. 

2. This Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts 

are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copies of this 

Convention to all States.” 

 

 


