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Slovakia would like to submit the following proposals: 

Proposal for addition to the Preamble: 

Add “including children” to the preamble in the context of victims and witnesses:   

Considering the rights of victims, witnesses and others, including children, in relation to crimes against 
humanity, as well as the right of alleged offenders to fair treatment, 

 

Proposal for addition to Article 2: 

Adding an explicit reference to “age” as a ground for persecution in the text in Article 2(1)(h): 

(h) persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on political, racial, national, ethnic, 
cultural, religious, gender, age or other grounds that are universally recognized as impermissible under 
international law, in connection with any act referred to in this paragraph. 

 

Proposal for addition to Article 2: 

Include a crime of recruiting or using persons under the age of 18, when committed as part of a 
widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population by adding article 2(1)(i)ter: 

““Recruiting persons under the age of 18 in the context of an attack, or using them to participate in the 
attack.” 

 

Proposal for addition to Article 11: 

Add to the text the exclusion of people who were under age 18 at the time of the alleged commission 

of a crime from the jurisdiction of the adult criminal justice system by adding article 11(2)bis: 

“Each State shall take the necessary measures to ensure that any person who was under the age of 18 

years at the time of the alleged offense shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of a child justice system 

that prioritizes their best interests and rehabilitation, and shall not be prosecuted within the adult criminal 

justice system.” 

 

Proposal for additions to Article 12: 

Include a definition of victims by adding article 12(1)(b)bis: 

“Victims are all natural persons who have suffered harm at any time as a result of the commission of any 

crime to which this Convention applies.” 

 



 

 

 

 

Add to the text an article on children in the form of article 12(4) bis: 

“Each State shall take the necessary measures to ensure that: 

(a) For the purposes of the present Convention, a child means every human being below the age of eighteen 

years. 

(b) In all proceedings concerning children, the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration, 

and a child who is capable of forming his or her own views shall have the right to express those views freely 

with the views of the child being given due weight in accordance with the child’s age and maturity. 

(c) Criminal processes, including reparations, should be accessible to and protective of children.” 

 

Proposal for additions to Article 14: 

Add the following text related to the mutual legal assistance in the form of article 14(10): 

If a person is in the territory of a State Party and has to be heard as a witness or expert by the 

judicial authorities of another State Party, the latter may request that the hearing takes place by 

video conference according to the national law of requested State. This paragraph may also be 

applied to the use of video conference for other purposes, such as the identification of objects, 

persons or places, if agreed by the requested State.  

The requested State Party shall agree to the hearing by video conference provided that the use of 

the video conference is not contrary to basic principles of its national law and on the condition 

that it has the technical means to carry out the hearing by video conference. If the requested State 

has no access to the technical means to carry out the hearing by video conference, such means 

may be made available to it by the requesting State by mutual agreement. 
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