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PART I

Survey of the Niirnberg Charter and Tr.ial

1. THE MOSCOW DECLARATION, 1943

The determination of the Allies to punish the major war criminals of the European Axis first found expression in the Moscow Conference, 1943. By a "Declaration on German Atrocities",l dated 30
October 1943, the Governments of the United Kingdom, the United
States and the Soviet Union jointly declared that "German officers and
men and members of the Nazi Party, who have been responsible for,
or have taken a consenting part in atrocities, massacres and executions"
in the countries overrun by German forces, "will be sent back to the
countries in which their abominable deeds were done in order that
they may be judged and punished according to the laws of these liberated countries and of the free governments which will be created
therein". They fur~er stated that this declaration was "without prejudice to the case of the major criminals, whose offences have no particular geographical localization and who will be punished by the
joint decision of the Governments of the Allies".

2. THE LONDON AGREEMENT, 1945
Pursuant to the Moscow Declaration, the Governments of the
United States, France, the United Kingdom and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics signed an agreement in London on 8 August
1945.2 This Agreement provided that there shall be established, after
consultation with the Control Council for Germany, an International
Military Tribunal for the trial of war criminals whose offences have
no particular geographical location (article 1). The constitution,
jurisdiction and functions of the International Military Tribunal shall
be set forth in the Charter annexed to the Agreement (article 2). Each
of the signatories shall take the necessary steps to make available for
the investigation of the charges and trial the major war criminals
detained by them who are to be tried by the International Military
Tribunal (article 3). Pursuant to article 5 of the Agreement, which
stipulated that any Government of the United Nations may adhere
to it, the following Governments subsequently expressed their adherence to the Agreement: Greece, Denmark, Yugoslavia, the Netherlands,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Belgium, Ethiopia, Australia, Honduras, Norway. Panama,. Luxembourg, Haiti, New Zealand, India, Venezuela,
Uruguay and Paraguay.
For full text. see appendix 1.
full text. see appendix 2. As to the negotiations leading to the Agteement.
see report of Robert H. Jackson. United States representative to the Intemational
Conference on Military Trials. London, 1945, Department of State Publication 3080,
Washington, 1949.
1
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3. THE CHARTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL
MILITARY TRIBUNAL

The Charter of the International Military Tribunal,3 commonly
known as the Niirnberg Charter, which was annexed to and formed
an integral part of the London Agreement, provided that the Tribunal
shall consist of four members, each with an alternate, one member
and one alternate to be appointed by each of the signatories (article
2). Neither the Tribunal, its members, nor their alternates can be
challenged by the prosecution, or by the defendants or their counsel
(article 3). The Tribunal shall take decisions by a majority vote and
in case the votes are evenly divided, the vote of the President shall be
decisive. Convictions and sentences shall, however, only be imposed
by affirmative votes of at least three members of the Tribunal (article 4 (c».
The jurisd~ction of the Tribunal was defined in article 6 of the
Charter. This article provided that the Tribunal shall have the power
to try and punish persons who, acting in the interests of the European
Axis countries, whether as individuals or as members of organizations,
committed any of the following crimes:

.. (a) Crimes against peace: Namely, planning, preparation, initiation or waging of a war of aggression or a war in violation of international treaties, agreemencs or assurances, or participation in a
common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the foregoing;
.. (b) War crimes: Namely, violations of the laws or customs of
war. Such violations shall include, but not be limited to, murder,
ill-treatment, or deportation to slave labour or for any other purpose of civilian popUlation of or in occupied territory, murder or illtreatment of prisoners of war or persons on the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of public or private property, wanton destruction of
cities, towns, or villages, or devastation not justified by military
necessity;
.. (c) C'1'imes against humanity: Namely, murder, extermination,
enslavement, deportation, ap.d other inhumane acts committed against
any civilian population, before or during the war, or persecution on
political, racial or religious grounds in execution of or in connexion
with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal, whether or
not in violation of the domestic law of the ccuntry where perpetrated:'
S For

full text. see appendix 2.
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The same article further provided: "Leaders, organizers, instigators and accomplices, participating in the formulation or execution
of a common plan or conspiracy to commit any of the foregoing crimes,
are responsible for all acts performed by any persons in execution of
such plan:'
The Charter also provided that the official position of defendants,
whether as heads of State or responsible officials in government departments, shall not be considered as freeing them from responsibility or mitigating punishment (article 7). Furthermore, the fact
that the defendant acted pursuant to order of his Government or
of a superior shall not free him from responsibility, but may be considered in mitigation of punishment, if the Tribunal determines that
justice so requires.

~.
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I

Article 9 stipulated that the Tribunal may declare that a group
or organization was a criminal organization. In case a defendant could
not be found, the Tribunal was empowered to take proceedings
against him in his absence (article 12).
Investigation and prosecution were entrusted to a committee
of chief prosecutors, each signatory to appoint one chief prosecutor,
who, by a majority vote were to settle the final designation of major
war criminals to be tried by the Tribunal and to lodge the indictment with the Tribunal (article 14).
The Tribunal was empowered to impose upon a defendant, on
conviction, death or such other punishment as shall be determined by
it to be just (article 27), and, in case of guilt, sentences shall be carried out in accordance with the orders of the Control Council for
Germany, which may reduce or otherwise alter the sentence, but may
not increase the severity thereof (article 29).
4. THE INDICTMENT
On 18 October 1945, in accordance with article 14 of the Charter,
an indictment 4 was lodged with the Tribunal against the following
24 defendants:
4 See "Trial of the Major War Criminals before the International Military Trib·
unal": Proceedings published by the secretariat of the Tribunal at Niirnberg; also,
"The Trial of German Major War Criminals": Proceedings of the International
Military Tribunal sitting at Niirnberg. Germany, published by His Majesty's Sta·
tionery Office. London, 1946, part I, pp. 2·46.
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Herma n Goering; Rudolf Hess; Joachim von Ribbentrop; Wil.
helm Keitel; Ernst Kaltenbrunner; Alfred Rosenberg; Hans Frank;
Wilhelm Frick; Julius Streicher; WaIter Funk; Hjalma r Schacht; Karl
Doenitz; Erich Raeder; Baldur von Schirach; Fritz Sauckel; Alfred
Jod!; Martin .Bormann; Frantz von Papen; Arthur Seyss-Inquart;
Albert Speer; Constantin von Neurath ; Hans Fritzsche; Robert Ley;
and Gustav Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach.

Staff an
itself he

Onc

tober 1
tried be
against
the Tri
under t1J

In addition, the following were named as groups or organizations
(since dissolve~), which should be declared criminal:
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The Reich Cabinet; the Leadership Corps of the Nazi Party; the
SchutzstalJeln, known as the SS; the Sicherheitsdienst, known as the
SD; the Geheime StaatspolizCi, known as the Gestapo; the Sturm.
abteilungen, known as the SA; the General Staff and High Command of the ~rman Armed Forces.
The indictment consisted of the following fouf counts:

On

Tribun ~

Count one. The common plan or conspiracy;
Count two. Crimes against peace;

organiza
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Count three. War crimes;
Count four. Crimes against humanity.
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The tria1 5 which took place at Niirnberg began on 20 November
1945 and ended on 31 August 1946, during which time the Tribun al
held 403 open sessions, heard 33witnesse~ for the prosecution against
the individual defendants, and 61 witnesses, in additio n to 19 of the
defendants, gave evidence for the defence. One hundre d and fortythree witnesses gave evidence for the defence by means of written
~
answers to interrogatories.
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As regards the accused organizations, the Tribun al appoint ed
commissioners to hear evidence and 101 witnesses were heard for the
defence before these commissioners, while 1,809 affidavits from other
witnesses were submit ted Six reports were also submitted, summarizing the contents of a great numbe r of further affidavits. Thirty~eight
thousand affidavits; signed by 155,000 people, were submitted on behalf
of the political leaders, 136,213 on behalf of the SS, 10,000 on behalf
l
of the SA, 7,000 on behalf of the SD, 3,000 on behalf of the Genera
U
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For proceedings of the trial. see "Proceedings," Ibid.
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Staff and OKW, and 2,000 on behalf of the Gestapo. The Tribunal
itself heard 22 witnesses for the organizations.
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One of the defendants, Robert Ley, committed suicide on 25 October 1945. Gustav Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach could not be
tried because of his physical and mental condition, and the charges
against him were retained for trial thereafter. On 17 November 1945
the Tribunal dedded to try the defendant Bormann in his absence
under the provisions of article 12 of the Charter.

y;

115

All of the defendants pleaded not guilty. They were represented
by counsel, in some cases appointed by the Tribunal at the request
of the defendants, but in most cases chosen by the defendants themselves.
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6. THE JUDGMENT AND SENTENCE

On 30 September and 1 October 1946 the International Military
Tribunal rendered judgment.Er Groups within the following fOUI
organizations were declared criminal in character, viz., the Leadership
Corps of the Nazi Party, the SS, the SD and the Gestapo. The
Tribunal declined to make that finding with regard to the SA, the
Reich Cabinet and the General Staff and High Command.
With regard to individulll defendants, the decision of the Tribunal was as follows:
Herman Goering, guilty on all four counts, sentenced to hanging;

ber

Rudolf Hess, guilty on counts of conspiracy and crimes against
the peace, sentenced to life;

nal
nst
the

Joachim von Ribbentrop, guilty on all four counts, sentenced to
hanging;

rty-

ten

Wilhelm Keitel, guilty on all four counts, sentenced to hanging;
Ernst Kaltenbrunner, guilty on counts of war crimes' and crimes
against humanity, sentenced to hanging;
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Alfred Rosenberg, guilty on all four counts, sentenced to hanging;
Hans Frank, guilty on counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity, sentenced to hanging;
Wilhelm Frick, guilty on counts of crimes against the peace, war
crimes and crimes against humanity, sentenced to hanging;
61bid. Aloo "Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression: Opinion and Judgment", UXlited
States Government Printing Office, 'Washington, 1947.
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,Jutio's Streicher, guilty on the count of crimes against humanity,

. 1;ctitcncct!Jo ~,t;ti1ging;

, WaIter Funk, guilty on charges of crimes against the peace. war
climes and crimes against humanity, sentenced to life;

.

Hja\mar Scllacht, acquitted;
,
Rarl Doenii:z, guilty on counts of crimes against the peace and
war crimes. senten~d to 10 years;
Ericli.. Raeder. g~lilty on counts of conspiracy, crimes against the
peace and war crimes. sentenced to life;
Baldur von Schirach, guilty on the count of crimes against humanity, sentenced to 20 years;'
_ Fritz Sauckel. guilty on counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity, sentenced. to hanging;
Alfred Jodl. guilty on all four counts, sentenced to hanging;
Ma,rtin Bormann. guilty on counts of war crimes and crimes
against }mmallity.-sentc:nced to hanging;
Co

Frant?: van Papen, acquitted;
Arthui- Seyss;-Inquart, guilty on counts of crimes against the
peace. ~var crimes and criines against humanity. sentenced to hanging:
Albert Speer. guilty Oil counts of war crimes and crimes against
hUllianity, sentented to 20 years; .
(
'.
'
Ccinst~ntin VOll Neurath, guilty on all four counts. sentenced to
I

I

15 veal'S;'
<
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Hms Fr:'?sche. acqu\tted.
"

was

Clemency to the Nazis found guilty
refused by the Allied
.CqntrOl Council and the sentences were put into effect. Herman
GOering cQmmitt~d suicide before the execution.
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of the principles of the Niirnberg Charter and judgment

1. THE SECOND PART OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(23 OCTOBER TO 16 DECEMBER 1946)
Three weeks after judgment was rendered at Niirnberg, the General Assembly convened in New York for the second part of its first
session. At the opening meeting on 23 October 1946, the importance
of the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal was given recognition. The
President of the United States, addressing the General Assembly at
that meeting, referred to the Niirnberg Charter as pointing "the path
along which agreement may be sought, with hope of success," among
the people of all countries "upon principles of law and justice". He
said:
"In the second place, I remind you that 23 Members of the
United Nations have bound themselves by the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal to the principle that planning, initiating or waging
a war of aggression is a crime against humanity for which individuals
as well as States shall be tried before the bar of international justice." 7
In his Supplementary Report, delivered before the General Assembly on 24 October, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
advanced the suggestion that the Niirnberg principles should be made
a permanent part of international law. He pointed out that the
Niirnberg trials had furnished a new lead in the field of the progressive development of interna~ional law and its codification, and declared:
"In the interest of peace, and in order to protect mankind against
future wars, it will be of decisive significance to have the principles
whIch were implied in the Niirnberg trials, and according to which
the German war criminals were sentenced, made a permanent part
of the body of international law as quickly as possible.
"From now on the instigators of new wars must know that there
exist both law and punishment for their crimes. Here we have a
high inspiration to go forward and begin the task of working toward
a revitalized system of international law." 8
The American member of the Niirnberg Tribunal, Mr. Francis
Biddle, recommended, in his report to the President of the United
States on 9 November 1946, '''that the United Nations as a whole
reaffirm the principles of the Niimberg Charter in the context of a
general codification of offences against the peace and semrity of mankind". In his reply, President Truman stated that the setting up of
734th plenary meeting. Verb~tim Record of the General Assembly. p. 684.
835th Flenary meeting. ibid. pp. 699·700.

II
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"a <:ode of interna tional criminal law to deal with all who wage
aggressive war . . . deserves to be studied and weighed by the best
legal minds the world over"; and he expressed the hope that the9
United Nations would carry out Judge Biddle's recommendations.
On 15 November 1946 the United States delegation introdu ced
the following proposal: IO
ional law
Resoluti on relating to the codification of the principles of internat
l
~ecognized by the Charter of the Nurnber g Tribuna
The General Assembly
h 1,
Recognizing the obligatio n laid upon it by Article 13, paragrap
endarecomm
make
and
studies
initiate
to
sub-para graph (a) of the Charter
of intertions for the purpose of encoura ging the progressive develop ment
and
ion;
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its
national law J.nd
l of
Taking note of the law of the Charter of the Niirnber g Tribuna
crimwar
major
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ent
punishm
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ion
prosecut
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for
8 August 1945
inals;
Char1. Reaffirms the principl es of internat ional law recognized by the
ter of the Niirnber g Tribuna l and the judgmen t of the Tribuna l;
ional
2. Directs the Assembly Commit tee on the Codification of Internat
of priLaw created by the Assembly's resolutio n of ... to treat as a matter
of the
mary importan ce the formula tion of the principl es of the Charter
of a
context
the
in
t
judgmen
l's
Tribuna
the
of
Niirnber g Tribuna l and
mankind or
general codification of offences against the peace and security of
in an Internat ional Crimina l Code.

The United States proposal was referred to the Sixth (Legal)
ly
Committee along with an item on the agenda of the General Assemb
obligaits
of
ly
Assemb
l
Genera
the
by
relating to the implem entation
tion "to initiate studies and make recommendations for the purpose
of encouraging the progressive development of interna tional law".
mThe Sixth Committee in turn referred the proposal to its Sub-Co
of
tion
codifica
the
of
n
questio
mittee I, which was charged with the
11
interna tional law.
The Sub-Committee took up the questio n during its 12th, 13th
and 14th meetings. 12· With regard to the title of the proposal, the
ed
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics suggest
DU. 3. Department of State Bulletin 15 (1946), pp. 954-957.

1946.
representatives of the following countries:
USSR. United KingBelgium, Canada, China, Cuba. Czechoslovakia. Egypt. Norway.
chairman and the Canadian
dom. U.SA. The Norwegian representative was elected 15th
meeting of Committee 6.
representative was elected rapporteur. Summary record of
12 3. 4 and 5 December 1946, documents A/C.6/Sub.l/W.35, ll4 and 36.
10 Document A/C.6/69, 15 November
11 This Sub-Committee consisted of

12

th all who wage
ighed by the best
he hope that the
ecommendations.9

that for the word "codification" be substituted "re-affirmation". The
United Kingdom representative thought "confirmation" or "affirmation" more suitable. It was agreed to use "affirmation" instead of
"cedification".

gation introduced

As the Soviet representative objected to paragraph 2 of the United
States proposal and moved its deletion, the representative of the
United States proposed the insertion of the words "plans for" so as
to make the sentence read "to treat as a matter of primary importance
plans for the formulation of the principles of the Charter of the
Niirnberg Tribunal".13

of international law
"ribunal

:le 13, paragraph 1,

On the suggestion of the representative of China, the draft resolution referred in its preamble, not only to the Agreement for the
establishment of an International Military Tribunal, for the prosecution and punishment of the major war criminals of the European
Axis, signed in London on 8 August 1945, and of'the Charter annexed
thereto, but also took note of the fact that similar principles have
been adopted in the Charter of the International Military Tribunal
for the trial of the major war criminals in the Far East, proclaimed
at Tokyo on 19 January 1946. The Sub-Committee felt that its view
with regard lO the Niirnberg principles was strengthened by this fact.

1 make recommenda-

evelopment of inter-

irnberg Tribunal of
the major war crim-

ognized by the Char'ribunal;

ltion of International
at as a matter of priIf the Charter of the
in the context of a
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In its report to the Sixth Committee, the Sub-Committee further
emphasized that the Committee, which it proposed that the General
Assembly appoint on the progressive development of international
law and its codification, "should give priority" to Flans for the formulation of the principles of the Charter of the ~'iirnberg Tribunal
and of the judgment of the Tribunal.

the Sixth (Legal)
le General Assembly
sembly of its obligaons for the purpose
international law".
)sal to its Sub-Com,f the codification of

I

The report and draft resolution presented by the Sub-Committee
were approved in substance by the Sixth Committee. 14 The Cuban
representative declared that he could not accept the proposal "because
it affirmed the principles of international law without deVeloping
them". The Soviet representative persisted in his objection previously
voiced in the Sub-Committee to the paragraph calling for plans for
the formulation O'f the principles recognized in the Charter of the
Niirnberg Tribunal and the Tribunal's judgment. He thought that
it would suffice merely to affirm those principles.

luring its 12th, 13th
of the proposal, the
Republics suggested
157.
the following countries:
way, USSR. United Ki!1glinnan and the CanadIan
11 meeting of Committee 6.
11.35, 34 and 36.

The report containing the draft resolution of the Sixth Committee i5 was considered by the General Assembly at its 55th plenary

j
1
,J

']I·

18 Summary record of the 12th meeting,
14 For full text, see document A/C.6/116.
15 Document A/236, 10 December 1946.
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Therefore,

6 The
meeting on 11 Decemb er 1946 and was adopted unanim ously.1
resoluti on (95 (I» read a: follows:
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Affirmation of the principles of international law recognized by the
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Directs the Co
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a general codificati
or of an Internat i
Charter of the Nu

REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMIT rEE

Rapporteur: Professor K. H. BAILEY (Australia)
81 OctoI. The General Assembly, at its forty-sixth plenary meeting on
ntaber 1946 referred to the Sixth Committee the question of the impleme
make
tion by the General Assembly of its obligation "to initiate stu~es and
developrecommendations for the purpose of encouraging the progressive
to a
ment of internat ional law". The Sixth Committee referred the matter
by the
Sub-Committee, which had also before it a resolution proposed
ional
delegation of the United States relating to the principles of internat
nt AlC.law recognized by the Charter of the NUrnberg Tribuna l (docume
6/69) .
a Com2. The majority of the Sub-Committee agreed, not only that
nting
mittee should be appoint ed to con&ider the proper methods of impleme
subI,
h
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18,
Article
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y
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General
the obligation of the
priority
paragrap h a of the Char.er, but that that Committee should give
NUrnto plans for the formulation of the principles of the Charter of the
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that
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mankind
general codification of offences against the peace and security of
that this
or of an Internat ional Criminal Code. The Sub-Committee felt
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been
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that
fact
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by
view was strengthened
in respect of the trials of the major war criminals in the Far East.
by
8. The Sub-Committee's report (document AlC.6/1 16), presented
by the Sixth
its Rapport eur. Mr. E. R. Hopkins (Canada ), was adopted
adopCommittee which therefore'recommends to the General Assembly the
n:
tion of the following resolutio
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Military Tribuna l for the prosecution and punishm ent of the major
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1945,
August
8
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in
signed
Axis
n
Europea
criminals of the
s have
of the Charter annexed thereto, and of the fact that similar principle
l for the
been adopted in the Charter of the Internat ional Military Tribuna
on
trial of the major war aiminal s in the Far East, proclaimed at Tokyo
19janua ry 1946;
18Verbatim records of the General Assembly, p. 485.
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Therefore,
Affirms the principles of international law recognized by the Charter of
the Niirnberg Tribunal and the judgntent of the Tribunal;
Directs the Committee on codification of inter.--.tional law established
by the resolution of the General Assembly of 11 December 1946. to treat as a
matter of primary importance plans for the formulation. in the context of
a general codification of offences against the peace and security of mankind,
or of an International Criminal Code, of the principles recognized in the
Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and in the judgment of the Tribunal.

At the same plenary meeting. the General Assembly J.dopted
another resolution (94 (I» whereby it created a Committee on the
Progressive Development of International Law and its Codificatioc.
On the recommendation of the President, the following States were
appointed to serve on the Committee:
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, Colombia, Egypt, France,
India, Netherlands, Panama, Poland, Sweden, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, United States of America, Venezuela, Yugoslavia.

I

2. THE COMMITTEE ON THE PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND ITS CODIFICATION
(12 MAY TO 17 JUNE 1947)

A.

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

The question of "plans for the formulation, in the context of
a general codification of offences against the peace and security of
mankind, or of an International Criminal Code, of the principles
recognized in the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and in the
judgment of the Tribunal" 6.gured an the agenda of the Committee
on the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification, in pursuance of the resolution of the GeneraI Assembly of
11 December 1946, quoted above.
After a preliminary discussion in its second meeting in connexion
with the adoption of the agenda, the Committee, under the chairmanship of the representative of India (Sir Dalip Singh), had a general
discussion on the subject at its 18th and 19th meetings on 4 and 5 June
1947.
The French representative (Professeur Henri Donnedieu de
Vabres) submitted a proposal for the establishment of an international court of criminal jurisdiction.17 He also presented a memo17
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"5. The question of enforcement of the Niil'11berg principles
by the establishment of an International Criminal Court or otherwise
should be deferred for consideration and study by the Commission of
Experts. However, in view of the importance of the proposals of the
French delegation, the report of our Committee should contain special mention of this subject and should recommend that the attention
of the Commission of Experts be called thereto."
At the suggestion of the United States representative, the Committee appointed a drafting Sub-Committee consist:l1g of the representatives of Argentina, France, the Netherlands, the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The Rapporteur
(Professor J. L. Brierly of the United Kingdom) was invited to attend
the Sub-Committee's meetings. Upon the request of the Chairman,
the representative of France served as convener for the Sub-Committee.
The Sub-Committee submitted its report to the Committee the
following day, 6 June 1947, reading as follows: 21
"A. The International Law Commission should be invited to
prepare:
"\. A dmft convention incorporating the principles of international law as recognized by the Statute of the Tribunal of Niil'11berg and sanctioned by the j.udgment of that Tribunal, in order to
give to these principles a binding force for all.
"2. A detailed plan of general codification of crimes against
peace and security of mankind in such a manner that the plan should
clearly indicate the place to be accorded to the principles mentioned
in paragraph 1.
"B. Whereas the resolution of the General Assembly of 11 December 1946 concerns both the general codification of crimes against
peace and security of mankind and an International Criminal Code,
the Sub-Committee is of the opinion that the Rapporteur should
stress in his report that the above-mentioned task does not preclude
the ILC from drafting, either at the same time or at a later date,
a code that would regulate the concerted repression by States of
offences bearing an international character."
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After long discussions, at its 20th and 21st meetings, the Committee adopted a report for submission to the next session of the
General Assembly. The following is the text of the report: 22
:i

I
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multipartite conventions, may render· desirable the existence of an international judicial authority l . to exercise jurisdictton over such crimes.
The representatives of Egypt, Poland, the United Kingdom, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and Yugoslavia desired to have their dissent from
this decision recorded in this Report. In their opinion the question of establishing an international court falls outside the terms of reference from the
General Assembly to the Committee.
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REsUME OF DISCUSSIONS ON THE MAIN POINTS AT ISSUE

The following is a resume of the diEcussions on the main points
at issue in the Committee on the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification.
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(1) The question of the competence of the Committee: devising plans
for the formulation of the Nilrnberg principles

From the outset, the question arose, in connexion with the adoption of the agenda, whether the task of the Committee on the Progressive Development of Intemational Law and its Codification was
to undertake the formulation of the substantive provisions of the
principles recognized in the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and
in the judgment of the Tribunal, or whether the Committee should
confine itself merely to devising plans for the formulation of such
principles.

that

jonal
ioned

f<linst
ltould
I sub-

The representative of ·France considered that the rer;olution of
the General Assembly expressly mentioned that the subject was of
primary importance. It wanted the present Committee to give a concrete form to the Niirnberg principles. He argued that another item
on the agenda dealt with genocide and gave to the Commiuee a
definite task to give its opinion on the substance of that question.
Hence, with regard to the Niirnberg principles which were already
accepted as a part of international law. the Committee need not
restrict itself to methods only. The resolution of the Committee.
he concluded, should not only reaffirm the principles of Niirnberg
but, in addition, give them a concrete formulation. The position of
the representative of France was supported by the representative of
Poland.
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Opposed to this view, the United States representative urged that
the function of the Committee was merely to study methods or plans
for the formulation of the principles in question rather than to undertake consideration of substantive provisions. In his memorandum
submitted to the Committee on 29 May 1947. he referred to the pro-
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le The representative of France submitted a memorandum on 15 May 1947 concerning a draft proposal for the establishment of an international court of criminal
jurisdiction.
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This view of the representative of the United States was shared by
most members of the COlJlmittee includi ng the representatives of Brazil
the
" (Mr. Gilbert 9 Amado),. Yugoslavia (Professor Miian Bartos) and
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In this connexion 1t may be mentio ned that the representative
of France had, rn llis memor andum of 27 May 1947, submitt ed certain definitions of the principles set forth in the Charter and judgto
ment of the .Niirnb erg Tribun al. As the Committee had decided
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(a) The supremacy of interna tional law over municip al law
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th
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the interna tional penal sphere;

UI

(b) The individ ual is subject to interna tional penal law which

can inflict penalties on the authors of interna tional offences and their
accomplices; ,

ad
in
of
Tr

(c) An or:der issued by a superio r does not justify the commit ting
.o~ an act contrary -to penal law;

(3

(d) Any war_of aggression, i.e., any war underta ken in cases
where the use of force is not authorized by the Charter of the United
of nations;
~ations, sbould be considered as a crime under the law
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of

,
(e) The laws of war, that is, the Hague Conven tion and annexes
apply
should
thereto,
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ents
subject to any amendm
to belligerents irrespective of whethe r their ca'USe is just or not.
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See section 2 A above.
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(2) A draft convention incorporating the Niirnberg principles
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The proposal of the United States representative, referred to
above, suggested, under paragraph (a), that "the Commission of Experts should be instructed to prepare a draft convention containing
the Niirnberg principles".25

~

.

I

This suggestion met with the general approval of the Committee.
The Soviet and Yugoslav representatives were among the first to
express agreement with it. 26
The report of the drafting Sub-Committee proposed that the
International Law Commission should be invited to prepare "a draft
convention incorporating the principles of international law as recognized by the Statute of the Tribunal of Niirnberg and sanctioned by
the judgment of that Tribunal, in order to give to these principles
a binding force for all".27
When the Committee considered the report of the drafting SubCf}mmittee, the representative of Yugoslavia moved to delete the
words "binding force for all" and replace them by "binding force for
the signatory States" on the ground that conventions could only bind
the signatory States.
The representative of France agreed with the point of view of
the Yugoslav representative and suggested to delete the last part of
the sentence altogether beginning from the words "in order to", etc.
This suggestion was supported by the representative of the Soviet
Union and approved by the Committee. The paragraph, as finally
adopted by the Committee read: "(1) a draft convention incorporating the principles of international law as recognized by the Charter
of the Niirnberg Tribunal and sanctioned by the judgmeht of that
Tribunal".

(3) General codification of offences against the peace and security of
mankind, and/M an international criminal code
The resolution of the General Assembly of 11 December 1946
directed the Committee "to treat as a matter of primary importance
plans for the formulation, in the context of a general codification of
offences against the peace and security of mankind, or of an international criminal code, of the principles recognized in the Charter
of the Niirnberg Tribunal and in the judgment of that Tribunal".
The United States proposal referred to above, which served as a
basis of discussion, suggested, in paragraph (a), that the draft conven25
26
27

Document A/AC.IO/36. 29 May 1947. p. 4.
Document AIAC.I0/SR.19, p. 23.
Document AIAC.I0/SR.20, p. 2.
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tion to be prepare d by the Intema tional Law Commission containing
the Niirnbe rg principles "need not L'e deferred until the prepara tion
of a complete general code of offences against the peace and security
".
of mankin d or of a complete interna tional criminal code is finished
There was thus introdu ced the conception of three different codes
or codifications: one concerning the Niirnbe rg principles; another
relating to offences against the peace and security of mankin d; and the
n
third suggesting a complete interna tional criminal code. The questio
e
referenc
make
should
ttee
Commi
the
r
whethe
to
therefore arose as
.to either or ooth of'the two last-mentioned codes or codifications.
The representative of ~oland urged that the General Assembly's
of
resolution left open whether the form of a general codification
chosen
be
should
d
mankin
of
offences against the peace and security
or that of an interna tional criminal code. Since this Committee was
dealing with methods only, it was not for the Committee to make
this choice, which should be left to the Interna tional Law Commission.
The representative of the Soviet Union though t that the enormous task of completing interna tional criminal codes would need
time. The Interna tional Law Commission therefore should at this
stage limit itself to the subject of crimes against the peace and security
of mankin d in which the peoples of the world were most interested.
He though t therefore that the Interna tional Law Commission should
be invited to prepare a draft codification of crimes against peace and
humanity, in which codification a place would be found for the
Niirnberg principles once these had been laid down in a multipa rtite
convention.
After a lengthy debate, it was decided that the Interna tional Law
detailed draft plan of
Commission should be invited to prepare
and security of
peace
the
against
offences
of
tion
general codifica
mankin d in such a manner that the plan should clearly indicate the
place to be accorded to the principles mentio ned in sub-paragraph (a)
of this paragra ph", that is, the Niirnberg principles.

:'a

With regard to the question of an interna tional criminal code,
the report of the drafting Sub-Committee suggested that the prepara
tion of a draft convention incorporating the Niirnberg principles and
of a detailed plan of general codification of offences against the peace
and security of mankin d "does not preclude the Inter,national Law
Commission from drafting, either at the same time or at a later date,
of
a code that would regulate the concerterl repression by States
offences bearing an interna tional character".

.~
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The representative of Yugoslavia expressed himself as opposed
to the paragraph in question. The United States representative proposed an amendment providing that the International Law Commission was not precluded "from drafting in due course a code that would
incorporate the principles of international law relative to offences
having an international character, but not included in the codification
envisaged in A2", that is, in the codification of offences against the
peace and security of mankind.
This amendment was supported by the representative of Argentina (Dr. Enrique Ferrer Vieyra). It was also preferred by the representative of the Soviet Union who objected to giving any definition
to "international criminal code" such as the last part of the draft
of the Sub-Committee would seem to imply, in the words "a code
that would regulate the concerted repression by States of offences
bearing an international character".
The representative of Yugoslavia was in agreement with this
point of view as every definition would limit the scope of activities
of the International Law Commission and this might prove to be
dangerous.
The Soviet representative proposed an amendment to the United
States amendment providing that "the above-mentioned task does not
preclude the International Law Commission from drafting in due
course an international criminal code as a whole or those chapters
not dealing with offences against the peace and security of mankind".
The French representative suggested the following text which
, was agreed to by all the members:
"B. The Committee is of the qpinion that the Rapporteur should
indicate in his report that the above-mentioned task does not preclude the drafting, in due course, by the International Law Commission of a code of international penal law."

(4) The question of an international court of criminal jurisdictiun
Early ill the deliberations of the Committee on the Progressive
Development of International Law and its Codification, at its second
meeting, the representative of France advocated the setting up of an
international criminal court. As a judge of the Niirnberg Tribunal,
Professeur Donnedieu de Vabres said that he was very much alive
to criticism of the Niirnberg judgment on the ground that the Tribunal was composed only of representatives of victor countries and did
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not represent the interna tional community. The Covenant of the
League of Nations and the Statute of the Perman ent Court of Internationa l Justice did not provide for any crimina l jurisdiction. Neither
the Charter of the United Nations nor the Statute of the Interna tional
y
Court of Justice had filled this gap. Therefo re, it has been necessar
ition
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rg.
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court.
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The proposal of the French representative for the establishment
of an interna tional court of criminal jurisdiction was elabora ted
28
in a memor andum submitt ed to the Committee on 15 May 1947.
It envisaged "two distinct fields of jurisdiction":
(1) Jurisdic tion conferred on the criminal chambe r to be estabbe
lished in the Interna tional Court of Justice. This chambe r might
the
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conditio
same
the
under
composed of fifteen judges elected
other members of the Interna tional Court of Justice. It would deal
with:

(a) Juridic al matters such as conflicts regardi ng judicial and
a
legislative competence and questions relating to the jurisdic tion of
States;
t
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(b) Indictm ents for the crime against peace (the crime of aggression in all its forms) brough t against a State or its rulers;

be
(c) Indictm ents for the crime against humani ty which might
brough t against a State or its rulers.
(II) Jurisdic tion conferred on an interna tional court of justice.
The organization of this court might be based on the Geneva Convention of 16 November 1937 on the intenia tional repression of terrorism. It would deal with:
ted
(a) All interna tional infringements capable of being commit

law
in time of peace, includi ng those known as offences against the
of nations;
(b) War crimes, that is to say, violations of common law which

are also violations of the laws of war;

(c) All common law offences connected with crimes against hu-

manity committed by the rulers of a State.
IlIDocumenl AjAC.I0,l2I,15 May IlK7.
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The French proposal further provided that "the jurisdiction
vested in the international cour;: might be optional, the State holding
the offender having the option, according to the case, of trying him
in its own tribunals, to extradite him (if its jurisdiction is subsidiary) or, on the contrary, to hand him over to the international
tribunal".
The discussion in the Committee on the question of an international court of criminal jurisdiction was resumed at its 19th meeting.
The proposal of the United States, as contained in point 5 of its
memorandum,29 referred to above, was taken as a basis of discussion.
This paragraph read as follows:
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"5. With respect to implementing the Niirnberg principles by
the establishment of an International Criminal Court or of a criminal chamber in the International Court of Justice, it may be pointed
out that, if our Committee is not to undertake discussion of substantive provisions regarding the Niirnberg principles, a fortiori it should
not undertake discussion as to what means should be adopted with
a view to enforcing substantive provisions not yet agreed upon. The
question of jurisdiction and appropriate means of enforcement can
obviously be considered more appropriately after the substantive provisions are settled. For these reasons, it is believed that the question
of enforcement of the Niirnberg principles by the establishment of
an International Criminal,Court or p·.herwise should be deferred for
consideration and study by the f",.amission of Experts. However, in
view of the importance of the proposals of the French delegation, the
report of our Committee should contain special mention of this subject and should recommend that the attention of the Commission
of Experts be called thereto."
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The representative of Poland observed that he could not agree
to the United States proposal, as crimes against peace could be treated
only after a war. In times of peace it was for the Security Council to
take action when peace was threatened. Therefore there was no need
to create in times of peace an internation~l tribunal which could only
function after a future war.
The representative of Yugoslavia objected to the suggestion for
an international criminal court on the ground that it was contrary
to the Charter of the United Nations. The creation of a criminal
chamber in the International Court of Justice would violate Article 34
of the Statute of the Court. which provided that only States could be
parties in cases before the Court. Consequ-::ntly a recommendation to

lmmon law which

crimes against hu-

29
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the International Law Commission that it study the possibility of
creating a criminal chamber would consist in suggesting to that Com-mission that it alter the Charter. Similarly. the setting up of an international criminal court. as an organ of the United Nations would be
impossible under the provisions of Article 7 of the Charter. As to the
creation of an independent international criminal court. this was a
matter for the Governments to take action on and not for the United
Nations. It was urged, moreover. that the question was beyond the
terms of reference of the Committee.
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As against these arguments of the Yugoslav representative. the
French representative urged that the International Law Commission
was perfectly entitled to make a recommendation to the General
Assembly with regard to giving criminal jurisdiction to the International Court of Justice. although it was granted that this would
require an alteration of the Statute of the Court. As to the provision
of the Statute that only States could be parties in cases before the
Court, this was true for civil cases, but the rule would have to be
changed for criminal cases. As to whether an independent international criminal court should be set up, he had never intended that
this Committee make a choice between the two possibilities. He further argued that there was a dose connexion between the Niirnberg
principles and an international criminal jurisdiction. The General
Assembly resolution referred both to the Charter and the judgment
of the Niirnberg Tribunal.
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The representative of the Netherlands (Dr. de Beus) observed
that he agreed that the Committee was not competent to decide on
the creation of an international criminal court or its organization,
but he considered that the COIr.mittee was entitled to discuss the
desirability of the creation of such a court.
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The report of the drafting Sub-Committee. referred to above.
made no mention of an international criminal jurisdiction. At the
21st meeting of the Committee, the representative of the Netherlands
submitted a proposal as follows:
"That the Committee requests the rapporteur to draw the attention of the General Assembly to the fact that the implementation of
the principles of the Chatter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and its judgment. as well as the punishment of other international crimes which
may be recognized as such by international legislation. may render
desirable the existence of an international judicial authority to exercise jurisdiction over such crimes."
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The Netherlands proposal met with objections on the p:ut of the
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, th,e United
Kingdom, Yugoslavia and Poland. The arguments advanced by these
representatives were, in the first place, that the question was beyond
the terms of reference of the Committee. Furthermore, it was urged,
as the London Agreement and the Niirnberg Charter clearly showed,
it was for the national jurisdiction of the various States to judg:e war
criminals. Only those criminals should be judged by the Niirnberg
Tribunal whose crimes had no particular geographical location. The
Committee had decided not to take up the substance of the Niirnberg
principles. The Netherlands proposal, if adopted, would be contrary
to this decision. The Netherlands proposal mentioned that implementation of the Niirnberg principles may render desirable the existence of an international criminal court. However, there are many
other points which such implementation might make desirable as,
for instance, a regulation concerning the enforcement of such judgments on international criminals.
The representative of the United States agreed that as the Committee had already decided to refrain from certain discussions connected with the Niirnberg principles, it would be inconsistent to mention criminal procedure in this matter. He therefore proposed that
in the report of the Committee, the proposal of France should be
mentioned only and brought into connexion with the Committee's
decision that it could not discuss the substance of the Niirnberg
principles and therefore -refrained from a discussion of the French
representative's document.
The Netherlands proposal, on the other hand, found support
. from the majority of the Committee. It was argued that the Committee was concerned with the development of international law and
the creation of an international criminal jurisdiction was part of
such development. It concerned a method of development and even
a very important method. The fact that the Committee was only to
study plans for the formulation of the Niirnberg principles did not
preclude it from expressing the view that the existence of an international criminal court was desirable. The Niirnberg Tribunal was
the first international criminal court, at least by implication. The
question of an international criminal court was so closely connected
with the Niirnberg principles that its mention seemed inevitable.
The Netherlands representative especially emphasized that his proposal was intended merely to draw the attention of the General
Assembly to the suggestion made and did not embody any recommendation for the International !uaw Commission. It was certainly
permissible, he contended, to draw the attention of the General
Assembly to such a question. As regards the argument that under the
London Agreement the jurisdiction of national crhninal courts was
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maintained over war criminals, it was pointed out that an international criminal court was needed to deal with those crimes for
which in 1945 an international court had been considered necessary.
As to the observation that the Niirnberg principles referred only
to crimes committed during the war, it was argued that the terms of
reference did not limit the Committee to these crimes only, since the
Committee had before it the question of genocide which could also
be committed in times of peace. Independently of the Niirnberg
principles, the. Committee had envisaged the matter of an international criminal code for international crimes. If this code were to be
applied only by national courts, the result would be a widely diversified interpretation of its provisions and there would be no cour de
cassation which could ensure the uniformity of judicial decisions.
An international criminal court was therefore necessary, as the very
fact of having an international criminal code would render it indispensable, to settle the conflicts of jurisdiction, to ensure observance
of the rule of ,'es judicata, and finally to ensure uniformity in the
interpretation and application of the international criminal code.
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After a lengthy debate, the Soviet representative moved the following proposal:
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"To mention in the report that the French delegate has submitted a proposal in favour of an international criminal court. The
Committee has recognized that this question is ultra vires of the terms
of reference given to the Committee by the General Assembly and for
this reason do not give their views on this question:'
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This motion was put to the vote and was lost with 5 votes in
favour and 12 against.
The Chairman then put to the vote the proposal submitted by
the representative of the Netherlands. It was carried by 10 votes in
favour with 5 against and 2 abstentions.
The question was thus resolved by the inclusion of paragraph 3
in the report of the Committee, which read as follows:

"The
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"3. The Committee also decided by a majority to draw the attention of the General Assembly to the fact that the implementation of
the principles of the Nfunberg Tribunal and its judgment, as well
as the punishment of other international crimes which may be recognized as such by international multipartite conventions may render
desirable the existence of an international judicial authority to exercise jurisdiction over such aimes.
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"The representatives of Egypt, Poland, the United Kingdom, the
Union of Smiet Socialist Republics, and Yugoslavia desired to have
their dissent from this decision recorded in this report. In their
opinion the question of establishing an international court falls outside the terms of reference from the General Assembly to the Committee."

(5) The proposal of the Polish ,-epresentative ,-elating to war propaganda
The representative of Poland submitted to the Committee on
the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification a proposal that the Committee should recommend:
"That the formulation of principles recognized by the Charter
of the Niirnberg Tribunal and its judgment should include Chapter 11
of the Charter with the indication: (1) that propaganda of a war of
aggression constitutes a crime against peace under article 6a of the
Charter; (2) that the words "before or" in article 6c should be deleted."30
At the 19th meeting of the Committee, however, the Polish representative declared that in order to facilitate the work of the SubCommittee, he withdrew his proposal with the exception of point 1.
He thereupon submitted ·the following statement:
"The Polish Government considers that propaganda of aggressive wars constitutes a crime under international law and falls under
the scope of preparation for such wars as listed in article 6a of the
Statute of Niirnberg. This crime is a dangerous form of preparation,
likely to cause and increase international friction and lead to armed
conflicts. It is a form of psychological armament as opposed to the
notion of moral disarmament. The Criminal Code of Poland, which is
in force from 1 September 1932, contains the prohibition of propaganda of wars of aggression in its article 113.
"The Polish Government expects that a similar provision will be
incorporated into the codification of crimes against peace and security, and requests that the International Law Commission take
appropriate action on this matter as one of primary importance."
This statement was discussed at the 21st meeting of the Committee. The Polish representative emphasized that he did not wish that
the Committee should vote on the substance of his statement, but only
30
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that it be inserted in the report as repl'esenting his GoVel'tlnlellt's point
of view. The l'Cpresentatives of Yugoslavi;\ and the Soviet Union both
declared that they associated themselves entirely with the Polish statement. The statement was accordingly recorded in the report of the
Committee.
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3. THE SECOND SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(Hi SEPTEMBER TO 29 NOVEMBER HHi)
The report oE the Committee on tilt' Progrcssi\'t' Ik\'doPllll.'l1t 01
lmernational Law and its Codification on plans for the formulation of
the principles of the Charter of the Niimberg Tribunal and the judgment of the Tribunal was submitted to the second session of the
General Assembly and was referred to the Sixth Committee, After a
general discussion at its 39th meeting on 29 September 1947, the Sixth
Committee decided to refer the report to its Sub-Committee 2, which
was concerne(l with the question of the development of inH'rnatiollal
law and its codification. 3L
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The Sub-Committee of the Sixth Committee considered the report
of the Committee on the Progressive Development of International
Law and its Codification at its 15th and 17th meetings. 3ll Although it
was recognized that the ~neral Assembly, in its resolution 01 11
December 1946, attached great importance to the work of formulating,
in the contc..'Ct of a general codification of offences against the peace
and security of mankind. or of an international criminal code. tIle
principles recognized in the Charter of the NiL-nberg Tribunal and
in the judgment of the Tribunal, several representatives c..'Cpressed
their conviction that this work should be held over as the trials of war
criminals were still in progress. The representative of France reserved
the position of his delegation on this point. It was decided, therefore,
as had been proposed by the Committee on the Progressive Development of International Law and its Codification. to entrust the work
to the International Law Commission, the members of which. accorniog to a recommendation of the Si.xth Committee, were to be elected
at the nc..'Ct session of the General AssembI-y. The Sub-Committee proposed: that the Si."th Committee recommend to the General Assembly
that it adopt a resolution. directing the International Law Commission
to prepare: •• (a) a draft convention incorporating the principles of
international law. recognized in the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal
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"'·This Sub-CommiUee: amsisred ofrepreentatives from the following countries:
Austtalia. Brazil, China. COlombia, Dominican Republic, France, Greece, Netherlands,
Poland. Sweden. Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. United Kingdom, United States
of Ammca.. Yu~la.via. The- :representative- of China was elected Cbairman and the
repreentative of the- Netherl~ BapporteUJ:.
nsllDlllW'}' remrds. of 15th and 17th meetin~ documents A/C.6/SC.5/SR.15, 17.
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and in the jndsment of the Tribunal 3.nd, (b) a draft code of offences
against the peace and seeudty of mankind, indicating deat'ly the place
to be accorded to the l)rindples mentioned in (a)."33
The report of Sub~Committee 2 was considered by the Sixth
Committee at its 59th meeting on 20 November 1947. 34 The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics submitted an
:l.1l\endment to para~'aph (b) of the draft resolution of the SUb-Committee so as to dh'eet the International Law Commission to prepare
.. (b) a dmft geru!''al plan of a code of offences against the peace and
security of mankind, indicating dearly the place to be accorded to
the principles mentioned in (a)."35 This amendment was opposed by
the representative of the United Kingdom who pointed out that the
Soviet amendment would call for only an outline or plan of a code.
which was quite unworthy of a group of eminent jurists such as those
,dlo would compose the International Law Commission. Either they
should prepare a code itself or they should do nothing at all. The
amendment was put to the vote and was rejected by 21 votes to 8.
With regard to paragraph (a) of the draft resolution of the SubCommittee, tIle United States re!Ji'esentative proposed that the words
"a dmft convention incorporating" should be deleted, since such wording "limited the Committee too much". He preferl'ed the term "formulati011". This amendment was accepted by 22 votes to 7.

"h '

:C
IC

Id
~d
U'

~d

e,

prk

rr:d
0-

Iy
m
of
al
es:

The representative of Cuba urged that the draft resolution should
not he adopted, since it was dangerous to proceed to the codification
of the principles of the Niirnberg Charter while the process of carrying
out these principles was still going on. This project should be left
illItil later. A draft rode should he prepared on war crimes with no
reference to the Niirnherg Charter or the judgment of the Tribunal.
In response to these remarks, the United Kingdom representative
pointed out that the Suh-Committee had already suggested postponement of this work so long as the trials of war criminals were still in
progress.
The Chairman put the report of the Sub-Committee, as amended,
to the vote. It was adopted by 21 votes to 8.
The report of the Sixth Committee,36 including a draft resolution on the formulation of the principles recognized in the Charter
of the Niirnberg Tribunal and in the judgment of the Tribunal, was
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the Soviet Union declared that be would abstain from voting upon
this draft resolution, because there was a disagreement between the
Soviet delegation and the majority of the membex:s of the Sixth Committee with regard to the methods to be followed in respect of the
formulation of the principles recognized in the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribun al. The delegation of the Soviet Union, he added, considd
ered it essential to draft a convention in which the aforementione
the
on
code
draft
a
prepare
principles would be. set forth and to
punishm ent of crimes against the peace and security of mankin d. As
thedra£ t resolution adopted by the Sixth Committee did not provide
for such a convention, the Soviet delegation would abstain from voting. The resolution was put to the vote and was adopted by 42 votes
to 1, with 8 abstentions.37

m

L

Cc

re
As

ad
Fo

lal
mt
wl

33
As adopted, the report and resolution (177 (II» read as follows:
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Having rejected by a majority of nine votes the proposal to refer the
matter to an interim organ. the Sub·Committee decided, as had been proposed by the Committee on the Progressive Development of International
Law and its Codification, to refer the question to the International Law
Commission, the members of which, according to the Sixth Committee's
recommendation. will be elected at the next regular session of the General
Assembly.
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The Committee therefore proposes that the General Assembly should
adopt the following yesolution:

the

Formulation of the principles recognized in the Charter of the Nilrnberg
Tribunal and in the judgment of the Tribunal

I

I. As

)vide
votvotes

The

GenE~al Assembly

Decides to entrust the formulation of the principles of international
law recognized in the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and in the judgment of the Tribunal to the International Law Commission, the members of
which will, in accordance with resolution 174 (II) 1 be elected at the next
session of the General Assembly; and

WS: 35

Directs the Commission to

of the

(a) Formulate the principles of international law recognized in the
Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and in the judgment of the Tribunal,
and

'f

(b) Prepare a draft code of offences against the peace and security of
mankind, indicating clearly.the place to be accorded to the principles mentioned in sub'paragraph (a) above.
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Application of the Charter by the
Niirnberg Tribunal

1. LEGAL NATURE OF THE CHARTER

The London Agreement and the Charter annexed to it provide for
the trial by a special tribunal (or eventually several special tribunals)
of a group of well-defined cases. The Agreement enacts that there shall
be established an International Military Tribunal for the trial of war
criminals whose offences have no particular geographical location, and
that the constitution, jurisdiction and functions of the Tribunal shall
be those set out in the annexed Charter. According to the more
detailed provisions in the Charter, the Tribunal is to try and punish
the major war criminals of the European Axis as designated by the
prosecution. The CharteL" also lays down the substantive law to be
applied and authorizes the Tribunal to impose upon a defendant, on
conviction, death or such other punishment as shall be determined by
it to be just. Furthermore the Charter prescribes that the Tribunal can
not be ch.allenged by the parties and that the judgment of the Tribunal as to the guilt or the innocence of any defendant shall be final.
The Agreement and the Charter thus appear as a lex in casu to be
applied by an ad hoc tribunal to a special case or group of cases.
This situation was recognized by the Tribunal. "The jurisdiction
of the Tribunal", it said in its judgment, "is defined in the Agreement
and Charter, and the crimes coming within the jurisdiction of the
Tribunal, for which there shall be individual responsibility, are set
out in article 6. The law of the Charter is decisive, and binding upon
the TribunaL" 39 In another passage it stated with respect to article
6 of the Charter: "These provisions are binding upon the Tribunal
as "the law to be applied to the case:' 40 And when discussing the
criminal character of aggressive war the Court made the following
pronouncement: "The Charter makes the planning or waging of a war
of aggression or a war in violation of international treaties a crime;
and it is therefore not strictly necessary to consider whether and to
what extent aggressive war was a crime before the execution of the
London Agreement." 41
But, on the other side, the Court allowed the prosecution and the
defence to present extensive arguments as to whether or not the Charter could be considered as compatible with existing international law.
It is true that the Tribunal dismissed a motion made by the defence
at the beginning of the proceedings, expressing doubts as to the consistency with international law of certain provisions in the Charter
39 Nazi Conspiracy and Aggression, Opinion and Ju.dgment. United States Government Printing Office. Washington, 1947 (hereafter cited: Ju.dgment), p. 48.
40 Judgment, p. 4.
41 Judgment, pp. 48-49.
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4IJUdgment, p. 48.
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45 Ibid.• p. 850.
46 Ibid., p. 186.

2. CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY OF INDIVIDUALS UNDER
INTERNATIONAL LAW. ACTS OF STATE.
SUPERIOR ORDERS
The most important provisions of the Charter are laid down in its
section 11 and especially in article 6. This article gives to the Trib'unal
the power to try and punish persons who, acting in the interests of the
European Axis countries, had committed any of the following crimes,
as defined in the article: crimes against peace, war crimes and crimes
against humanity. The application of these provisions led the Court
to important pronouncements concerning the fundamental principle
involved: the criminal responsibility of individuals under internatwnal law. It seems appropriate to give an account of the position of
the Court as to this general problem and other general questions connected with it before going on to (in analysis of its interpretation and
application of the provisions concerning the particular crimes punishable under the Charter.
I

11

1

I

I
1
~

.~

A.

OBJECTIONS OF THE DEFENCE

In its pleadings before the Court, the defence argued, in the first
place, that, as only States are subjects of the law of nations, individuals
cannot be criminally responsible under present international law. "As
the law stands", said counsel for Frank, "it rests on the principle that
only a sovereign State, not,.an individual, can be a sub-ject of interna~ionallaw," 44 And counsel for Seyss-Inquart cited a pronouncement
by A. 'Ion Verdross to the effect that, according to the prevailing
opinion, States, but not individuals, could be subjects of an "international legal crime".45 The defence furthermore endeavoured to
sllQW that certain incriminated acts were acts of State and therefore
could be imputed only to the State, but not to the individuals who
had committed them as organs of the State. "Statesmen", it was argued
by counsel for Ribbentrop, "are committed to take care of their
people's interests. If they fail in their politics, then the countries they
were acting for have to bear the consequences, and tJ,.ey themselves
are judged by the judgment of history. But in a legai sense they were
responsible only to their proper country for acts which their country
was charged with, acts looked upon as infringing international law.
The foreign country injured by the action in question could not hold
responsible the acting individual," 46
Counsel admitted, however, that the usages of war had, exceptionally, in regard to certain war crimes removed "the partition

.

1

:: Na,zi Conspirac, 1nd AggTession, supplement B. p. 379.
IbId., p. 850.
46 Ibid., p. 186.
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erected by interna tional law, respectful of nationa l sovereignty,
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between the acting individual and foreign Powers".47 The plea
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act of State was relied
8
nated as crimes against peace. If the German Reich, it was argued,4
attacked other countries in violation of interna tional law, it committed
an offence under the law of nations and was .responsible therefor
according to the rules of that law. But only the Reic..'I, not the individual, even if he were the head of the State. For the last four
centuries the State had gained the dignity of a super-person. As such
it had to act through individuals. But acts carried out by individuals
as its organs were· in fact acts of State, not private acts of the
individuals.
To punish individ uals' for their decisions regarding war and
peace would be to destroy the notion of the State. It could be done
only by abando ning the fundam ental principles of the interna tional
law currently valid. "Shoul d things reach the point where, according
g,
to general world law, the men who participated in the plannin
interby
en
forbidd
war
preparation, launching and prosecution of a
nationa l law could be brough t before an interna tional criminal court,
e
the decisions regarding the State's ultimat e problems of existenc
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such States sovereign, but they would no longer be sovereign." 49
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CoNn..1I IT10NS OF THE PROSEC UTION

On the part of the prosecution the matter was discllssed principally by the British prosecutor, Sir Hartley Shawcross. In his cond
cluding speech 50 concerning the individual defendants he attacke
be
could
ual
individ
the
not
and
State
the argume nt that only the
made responsible under interna tional law. It had been contended, he
said, that only States, not individuals, are subjects of interna tional
law. Shawcross denied the existence of any'suc h principle of intere,
nationa l law. He mentio ned the cases of piracy, breach of blockad
interby
imposed
being
duties
of
es
exampl
as
spies and war crimes
nationa l law directly upon individuals. As to the crimes dealt with
y
in the Charter he declared that "in no other sphere is it more necessar
duties
and
rights
the
are
States
of
duties
and
rights
me
that
to affirm
of men and that unless they bind individuals they bind no one".
Shawcross thaeaft er criticized the argume nt for the defence based on
41 Ibid., p. 186 (cfr.
48 Dr. Jahrreiss for
41 Ibid., p.
110 For the following
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see The Trial of German Major War Criminals. Speeches of
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the theory of act of State. He said: "Then the argument is put in
another way. Where Lite act concerned is an act ef State, those who
carry it out as the instruments of the State are not personally responsible, and they are entitled, it is claimed, to shelter themselves behind
the sovereignty of the State. It is not suggested, of course, that this
argument has any application to waJ" crimes and as we submit that
each of these men is guilty of countless war crimes it might be enough
to brush the matter aside as academic. But that course would perhaps
diminish the value which these proceedings will have on the subsequent development of international law. Now it is true that there is
a series of decisions in which Courts have affirmed that one State has
no authority over another sovereign State or over its head or representative. Those decisions naye been based ::m the precepts of the
comity of nations and of peaceful and smooth international intercourse: they do not in truth depend upon any sacrosanctity of foreign
sovereignty except in so tar as the recognition of sovereignty in itself
promotes international relations. They really afford no authority fcl'
the proposition that those who constitute the organs, those who are
behind the State, are entitled to rely on the metaphysical entity which
they create and control when by their directions that State sets out
to destroy that very comity on which the rules <if intermio::onal law
depend."
C.

FINDINGS OF THE COURT

The Court had no hesitation in affirming the criminal responsibility of individuals under international law. "It was submitted", said
the Court in its judgment, "that internatianal law is conc..erned with
the actions of sovereign States, and provides no punishment for indiv~duals; and further, that where the act in question is all act of State,
those who carry it out are not personally responsible, but are protected
by the doctrine of the sovereignty of the State. In the opinion of the
Tribunal, both these submissions must be rejected." 51 The Court
went on to state that it had been long recognized that international
law imposes duties and liabilities upon individuals as well as upon
States. It thereafter affirmed that individuals can be punished for
violations of international law and continued: "Crimes against international law are committed by men, not by abstract entities, and only
by punishing individuals who commit such crimes can tlle provisions
of international law be enforced." 52
Concerning the contention that individuals are not re5ponsible
for acts of State the Court said: "The principle of international law,
which under certain circumstances protects the representatives of a
51
52
.~

Judgment, p. 52.
Judgment, p. 53.
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State, cannot be applied to acts which are condemned as criminal by
interna tional law. The authors of these acts cannot shelter themselves
behind their official position in order to be freed from punishm ent
in approp riate proceedings," 53 In additio n to this statement of principle, the Court, when rejecting the docu'ine of act of State, relied on
as
the express provision in article 7 of the Charter, which is worded
of
follows: "The official position of defendants, whether as heads
be
not
shall
ents,
departm
ment
Govern
in
Sta~e, or responsible officials
considered as freeing them from responsibility, or mitigating punishment."
The Court, in fact, did not content itself with dismissing the plea
of act of State. It went further and stated: "On the other hand the
very essence of the Charter is that individuals have interna tional duties
which transcend the nationa l obligations of obedience imposed by the
individual State. He who violate!! the laws of war cannot obtain
if
immun ity while acting in pursuance of the authori ty of the State
under
ence
compet
its
outside
moves
action
zing
the State in .authori
interna tional law." 53 The Court thus quite generally affirmed the
primacy of interna tional duties over rights and obligations under
interna l law. An individual who violates interna tional law cannot
avoid his responsibility therefor on the ground that his act was
l
authorized by the State, or even that it was obligatory under interna
law.
This principle does not, however, seem to exclude every possibility
of taking into consideration the fact that a delinqu ent under internationa l law acted in conformity with the authorization of the State
or, especially. under the pressure of nationa l obligations. Such circumof
stances do not, it is true, automatically exclude the responsibility
they
case
lar
particu
the
in
that
seem
would
it
but
ator
the perpetr
of
might be of importance when considering the subjective requisites
agent
free
a
as
acted
ator
perpetr
the
if
n
questio
the
as
the crime, such
or not. That this was the opinion of the Court appears from its
interpre tation of article 8 of the Charter, which provides: "The fact
a
that the defendant acted pursuan t to order of his Government or of
red
conside
be
may
but
ibility,
respons
superior shall not free him from
in mitigation of punishm ent .. ," The true test when applying this
article, the Court declared, "is not the existence of the order, but
whether moral choice w~s in fact possible" .54
3. INTER NATIO NAL CRIMES IN GENERAL
When laying down that individuals are liable to be punishe d for
crimes against interna tional law, the Court did not give any precise
53 Judgment,
l:-> Judgment,
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definition of international crimes. Nor does such a definition appear
in the Charter which only contains provisions for the punishment of
certain crimes or grolJpS of crimes.
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However, in demonstrating that the crimes listed in article 6 of
the Charter were crimes under international law already before the
execution of the London Agreement, the Tribunal gave some indication as to what, in its opinion, makes certain acts crimes against international law.
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The question was, during the proceedings, intimately connected
with a plea of the defence maintaining that article 6 constituted an
ex post facto law and conflicted with the principle "nullum crimen
sine lege, nulla poena sine lege". This was said to be true especially
with respect to the provision making resort to aggressive war an international crime. "It was submitted", the Tribunal said, "that ex post
facto punishment is abhorrent to the law of all civilized nations, that
no sovereign Power had made aggressive war a crime at the time the
alleged criminal acts were committed, that no statute had defined
aggressive war, that no penalty had been fixed for its commission, and
no court had been created to try and punish offenders." 55
But the Tribunal continued, "the maxim nullum crimen sine
lege is not a limitation of sovereignty, but is in general a principle of
justice".56 As such it had, in the opinion of the Court, no application
to the facts of the case. 'To assert that it is unjust to punish those
who in defiance of treaties and assurances have attacked neighbouring
States without warning is obviously untrue, for in su,:h circumstances
the attacker must know that he is doing wrong, and so far from it
being unjust to punish him, it would be unjust if his wrong were
allowed to go unpunished." 57
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The Court did not, however, content itself with this affirmation
of the justice of punishing the individuals responsible for the German
aggressions. It went on to show that, already at the outbreak of the
war, resort to aggressive war was an international crime. In its demonstration the Court relied in the first place on the Kellogg-Briand Pact,
binding, in 1939,63 nations, among them Germany, Italy and Japan.
It cited the first two articles wherein the Parties solemnly declare that
they condemn recourse to war for the solution of international controversies and renounce it as an instrument of national policy between
themselves, and wherein they further agree that the settlement of
disputes of every kind, which may arise among them, shall never be
55 Judgment,
56 Judgment,
57 Judgment,
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sought except by pacific means. The Court. thereafter expoun ded the
legal effect of the pact in the following way: "The nations who signed
the pact or adhered to it unconditionally condemned recourse to war
it.
for the future as an instrum ent of policy, and expressly renoun ced
instruan
as
war
to
g
resortin
nation
any
pact,
the
of
signing
After the
ment of nationa l policy breaks the pact. In the opinion of the Tribul
nal, the solemn renunci ation of war as an instrum ent of nationa
in
policy necessarily involves the proposition that such a war is illegal
interna tional law; and that those who plan and wage such a war, with
so
its inevitable and terrible consequences, are committing a crime in
ken
underta
ersies
controv
tional
doing. War for the solution of interna
as an instrum ent of nationa l policy certainly includes a war of aggression, and such a war is therefore outlawed by the pact." 58
In support of its interpre tation of the Kellogg-Briand Pact the
n
Court mentio ned several interna tional documents which condem
Mutual
of
Treaty
draft
the
crime:
aggressive war as an interna tional
Assistance, sponsored by the League of Nations in 1923, the unratified
Geneva Protocol of 1924, the unanim ous resolution passed by the
Assembly of the League of Nations on 24 September 1927 and the
unanim ous resolution of 18 February 1928, adopted at the sixth PanAmerican Conference. The Court relied on these documents as strong
evidence of the intentio n of the interna tional community to brand
aggressive war as an interna tional crime. It said: "All these expressions of opinion, and others that could be cited, so solemnly made,
reinforce the construction which the Tribun al placed upon the Pact
is
of Paris, that resort to a war of aggression is not merely illegal. but
criminal. The prohibi tion of aggressive war demand ed by the conscience of the world, finds its expression in the series of pacts and
treaties to which the Tribun al has just referred," 59
The argume nt that the Kellogg-Briand Pact does not explicitly
qualify aggressive war as a crime or provide f9r the trial and punishment of those who wage such war, was met by a reference to the legal
situation created by the Hague MU regulations. The Court said: "But
it is argued that the pact does not expressly enact that such wars are
crime.!', or set up courts to try those who make such wars. To that
in
extent the same is true with regard to th~ laws of war contained
ted
prohibi
1907
of
tion
the Hague Convention..T he Hague Conven
resort to certain methods of waging war. These included the inhuma ne
treatme nt of prisoners, the employment of p!}isoned weapons, the
improp er use of flags of truce, and similar matters. Many of these
prohibitions had been enforced long before the date of the Conven
as
ble
punisha
crimes,
been
y
certainl
tion; but since 1907 they have
55 Judgment,
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offences against the laws of war; yet the Hague Convention nowhere
designates such practices as criminal, nor is any sentence prescribed.
nor any mention made of a court to try and punish offenders. For
many years past, however, military tribunals have tried and punished
individuals guilty of violating the rules of land warfare laid down
by this Convention. In the opinion of the Tribunal, those who wage
aggressive war are doing that which is equally illegal, and of much
greater moment than a breach of one of the rules of the Hague Convention. In interpreting the words of the pact, it must be remembered
that international law is not the product of an international legislature, and that such international agreements as the Pact of Paris have
to deal with general principles of law, and not with administrative
matters of procedure. The law of war is to be found not only in
treaties, but in customs and practices of States which gradually
obtained universal recognition, and from the general principles of
justice applied by jurists and 'practiced by military courts. This law is
not static, but by continual adaptation follows the needs of a changing
world. Indeed, in many cases treaties do no more than express and
define for more accurate reference the principles of law already
existing:' 60
It appears from the foregoing quotations that the Court does not
identify international crimes with internationally illegal acts, in other
words, with violations of international law. The Court stated, as its
construction of the Kellogg-Briand Pact, that by virtue of this pact
resort to aggressive war "is- not merely illegal, but is oriminal". The
Tribunal thus makes a distinction between illegality and criminality;
a criminal act is certainly an illegal act, but not every illegal act is
criminal. An international crime is something more illan merely a
"iolation of international law. The need of making a distinction
between what is illegal and what is criminal under international law
is easily comprehensible. Without this distinction every violation of
international law would be considered as a criminal act, for which the
individual who committed the act could be punished. As has been
seen a~ove, the Court refused to accept, as far as international crimes
were concerned, the plea that acts of State ought not to be imputed
to the acting individual. If, therefore, international crimes were identified with internationally illegal acts, individuals would be subject to
punishment for every violation of international law committed by a
State. The international responsibility of the State would thus automatically involve the criminal responsibility of the individuals acting
in me name of me State.
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As to what, in the eyes of the Court, qualifies a violation of
international law as an international crime, certain inferences can be
60
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drawn from the passages quoted above, although they do not include
r,
a precise definition of interna tional crimes. It must be said, howeve
conions
conclus
definite
mOl'e
permits
Coun
the
that the reasoning of
to
cerning what is not necessal'y than what is impel':ltive in order
passage
the
from
appears
It
act.
illegal
establish the criminality of an
regarding the legal effects of the Hague Convention of 1907 that the
Court held that acts prohibi ted by a u'eaty can be crimes even if they
y,
are not expressly designated as such in the treaty. Nor is it necessar
and
trial
the
for
s
provide
tn the opinion of the Court, that the treaty
d
punishments of individuals committing such acts. The Court attache
some importance to the fact that military tribuna ls have in practice
tried and punishe d individuals for violations of the rules of land
warfare laid down in the Hague Convention. But as th~ Court considered the waging of aggressive war to be an interna tional crime
already before the London Agreement, although no judicial practice
comporting punishment for aggression can be shown to have existed,
a
it seems evident that the Court did not hold such practice to be
necessary criterion of interna tional crimes. It need not be doubted
as
that any of the above facts, the explicit brandin g of certain act.
of
ators
perpetr
of
ent
punishm
the
for
ns
provisio
express
l,
crimina
such acts or the actual punishing in practice of those who commit
l
them, would in the opinion of Court be sufficient proof of the crimina
character of the acts. But even in the absence of ali these criteria
internationally illegal acts can, according to the Court, be considered
as interna tional crimes. The Court held that the solemn renunciation,
l
through the Kellogg-Briand Pact, of war as an instrum ent of nationa
law,
tional
interna
in
l
crimina
and
illegal
both
war
a
such
policy made
and reinforced its construction of the pact by citing interna tional
documents which it regarded as strong evidence of the intentio n entertained by the vast majority of the civilized States and peoples to brand
of
resort to aggressive war as an interna tional crime. The existence
such an intentio n within the interna tional community was apparently,
in the eyes of the Court, the deciding factor making prohibi ted acts
criminal under interna tional law.
4. CRli\1ES AGAIN ST PEACE
A.

CATEGO RIES OF CRIMES AGAINST PEACE

the
In article 6 of the Charter crimes against peace are defined in
following manner:
"The follov.Jing acts, or any of them, are crimes coming within
the jurisdiction of the Tnoun al for which there shall be individ ual
responsibility:
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"(a) Crimes against peace; Namely, planning. preparation. initiation or waging of a war of aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties, ag' eements or assurances, or participation in a
common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the
foreg'oing;" . , .
The Charter thus distinguishes between two categories of crimes
against peace:
(I) Planning. preparation, InItIatIOn or waging of a war of
aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties. agreements
or assurances;

(2) Participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of "any of the foregoing".
The indicLtnent followed this distinction, Count one of the indict~
ment charged the defendants with participating "in the formulation
or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to commit, or which
involved the commission of, crimes against peace. war crimes, and
crimes against humanity, as defined in the Charter. . . ."61 Count
two charged the defendants with participating "in the planning,
preparation, initiation and waging of wars of aggression, which were
also wars in violation of ,international treaties, agreements and assurances",62 The Tribunal disregarded the charges on count one
that the defendants conspired to commit war crimes and crimes against
humanity, on the ground that "the Charter does not define as a separate crime any conspiracy except the one to commit acts of aggressive war",63 Of the charges on count one it consequently considered
only "the common plan to prepare, initiate and wage aggressive
war".64
The two categories of crimes against peace have a common characteristic in that they are bOtlI connected with aggressive war or war
in violation of international treaties, agreements or assurances.
B.

AGGRESSIVE WAR

ned in the

The Charter does not define the term "aggressive war", Nor did
the Tribunal find it necessary to give a definition. The Court said
that it had "decided that certain of the defendants planned and

ing within
individual

61 Trial of War Criminals. Department of State Publication 2420. United States
Government Printing Office. ·w"..'·:, ,,·:on. 1945. p. 25.
62 Ibid., p. 37.
•
63 Judgment, p. 56.
64 Ibid.
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waged aggressive wars against 10 nations , and were therefore guilty
to
of this series of crimes", and that it therefore was "unnecessary
the
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The
5
detail".6
further
in
discuss the subject
Court as to the existence of aggressive war was founded on an elabwar
orate historical review of the events before and during ihe
facts.
these
of
ion
evaluat
its
of
result
a
was
period and
The occupat ion of Austria and Czechoslovakia was not regarde d
by the Tribun al as ~ggressive war. It said: "The first acts of aggresand
sion referred to in the indictm ent are the seizure of Austria
indictthe
in
charged
on
aggressi
Czechoslovakia; and the first war of
It
ment is the war against Poland begun on 1 September 1939",66
further referred to the invasion of Austria as a "preme ditated aggt'essive step in furtheri ng the plan to wage aggressive wars against other
had
countries",67 When assessing the guilt of Kaltenb runner, who
stated:
Court
the
,
Ausu'ia
of
seizure
been actively involved in the
as
"The Anschluss, althoug h it was an aggressive act, is not charged
under
runner
Kaltenb
against
an aggressive war, and the evidence
count one does not, in the opinion of w.e Tribun al, show his direct
particip ation in any plan to wage such a war".68
In discussing the case of Schacht the Court mentio ned his parand
ticipati on in the occupat ion of Austria and the Sudeten land
ve
aggressi
as
charged
are
which
of
r
"neithe
added in a parenthesis
e
wars".69 In reference to von Papen the Court said: "The evidenc
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to describe them, such as "invasi on", "aggression", "aggressive war"
or, in reference to the United States, merely "war".
The Court thus followed the distinc tion made in the indictm ent
between the aggressive action agains t Austria and Czechoslovaki
a
and the series of aggressive wars, startin g with the attack on Poland
.
It consequently interpr eted the term "aggressive war" restrict
ively.
Every attack or invasion by armed forces was appare ntly not considered as a war of aggression. The juxtap osition of aggressive
acts
or action, on one side, and aggressive wars, on the other, seems
to
imply that cases, where only the attacke r has recourse to armed force
while the victim puts up no, or a negligible, armed resistance,
do
not come within the notion of "aggressive war" as interpr eted
by
the Court. The existence of an aggressive war would presuppose
that
the armed attack by the aggressor has been counte red by armed
resistance or a declara tion of war on the part of the attacke d countr
y
and thus resulte d in war in the technical sense.
It is possible that the Court, when it decided not to regard the
occupation of Austria and Czechoslovakia as aggressive war,
was
influenced also by the consid eration that the Governments of
the
occupied countr ies might Le said to have given some sort of formal
consent and that the occupa tion was in fact accepted as a fait accomp
li
by other Powers.
In any case, the distinc tion made betwee n the aggressive acts
against Austria and Czechoslovakia and the aggressive wars against
the other countr ies means that a substan tial limitat ion was given
by
the Court to the notion of "war of aggression".
In connex ion with its discussion of the invasio n of Norway, the
Tribun al made an import ant statem ent concer ning the plea of
selfdefence, entered to the charge of aggressive war. It had been argued
by the defence that, in accorrfance,with the reservations made by
several Powers to the Kellogg-Briand Pact, Germa ny could itself decide
with conclusive effect, whethe r a preventive action was necessa
ry
in the interes t of its self-defence. The Court, however, held
that
"wheth er action taken under the claim of self-defence was ill
fact
aggressive or defensive must ultima tely be subject to investigation
and adjudi cation if interna tional law is ever to be enforced".71
C. WAR

IN VIOLAT ION OF INTERN ATIONA L TREATI ES, AGREEM
ENTS OR
ASSURANCES

The Court did not dwell on this category of wars. It had already
decided that certain of the defend ants had planne d or waged aggres71

Judgment, p. 38.
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sive wars, and it did not find it necessary "to <;onsider at any length
the extent to which these aggressive wars were also wars in violation of
international treaties, agreements or assurances". 72 It mentioned,
however, the most important treaties which had been violated: the
Hague Conventions concerning pacific settlement of international disputes and relative to the opening of hostilities, the Versailles Treaty,
several treaties of mutual guarantee, arbitration and non-aggression
and, finally, the Kellogg-Briand Pact.
The attitude of the Court is easily understandable. All Germany's wars, beginning with the at~ack on Poland, had been found
criminal as aggressive wars. From a practical point of view it therefore seemed superfluous to examine in detail if they were also wars
in violation of international treaties. But from the standpoint of
general international law an examination by the Court of the relation between the two types of criminal war would have been useful.
The principal question that presents itself in this connexion is: Is a
war in violation of international treaties, agreements and assurances
always a war of aggression? If yes, it seems unnecessary to specify
such a war as a separate type of criminal war. On the other hand, if
the answer is no, a second question arises: on what grounns can
resorting to a war which is not aggressive but in violation of international treaties, agreements or assurances be considered, according
to general international law, as not only illegal but also criminal?
The decision of the Tribunal, being concerned exclusively with aggressive war, did not touch these questions.
D.

I

THE COMMON PLAN OR CONSPIRACY

As to the distinctive characteristics of the two categories of crimes
against peace, namely planning,· preparation, initiating or waging of
either of the two types of war mentioned above, on one side, and, on
the other, participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the
accomplishment of "any of the foregoing" little general discussion
is to be found in the judgment. Most of the statements made by the
Court in this respect concern the common plan or conspiracy. It may
therefore be convenient to begin with this crime which, furthermore,
was charged u,nder the first count of the indictment.
(1) Contentions of the prosecution
The contentions of the prosecution in this connexion were summarized. by the Court in the following way: "The 'common plan or
conspiracy' charged in the indictment covers 25 years, from the forma72, Judgment,
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tion of the Nazi Party in 1919 to the end of the war in 1945. The
party is spoken of as 'the instrum ent of cohesion among the defend
ants' for carryin g out the purposes of the conspi racy-th e overthr
owing of the Treaty of Versailles, acquir ing territor y lost by Germa
ny
in the last war and 'Leben sraum' in Europe , by the use, if necessa
ry,
of armed force, of aggressive war. The 'seizure of power' by
the
Nazis, the use of terror, the destruc tion of trade unions, the attack
on Christi an teachin g and on churches, the persecution of the Jews,
the regime ntation of youth- all these are said to be steps deliber ately
taken to carry out the commo n plan. It found expression, so it
is
alleged, in secret rearma ment, the withdr awal by Germa ny from
tlie
Disarm ament Conference and the League of Nations, universal military service, and seizure of the Rhinel and. Finally, according to
the
indictment, aggressive action was planne d and carried out against
Austria and Czechoslovakia in 1936-38, followed by the planni
ng
and waging of war against Poland ; and, successively, agair:st 10 other
countries.
"The prosec ution says, in effect, that any significant partici pation
in the affairs of the Nazi Party or govern ment is evidence of a
participation in a conspiracy that is in itself crimin al." 73

(2) Objections of the defence

I
>1

iJ
l'1

[I)
1;

I

The defence objecte d to the conspiracy charge on 5everal
grounds. 74 It conten ded that the concep tion of conspiracy was
confined to the Anglo-American legal system and was, as used by
the
prosecution, entirel y unkno wn to Germa n law. To introdu ce this concept into the presen t trial would be unjust, as it was "utterl y alien
to the defend ants and to the legal trend of though t of their people
".
Furthe rmore, the defence denied that eonspiracy to wage an illegal
war was an interna tional crime. "Can it be honestly stated, " it
was
asked, "that already before 1939 ngt only the initiati ng of an illegal
war was held to be an act punish able individ ually, but moreov
er a
'conspiracy' for initiati ng such war?" To punish for conspiracy would
consequently be a violati on of the princip le nullum crimen sine lege.
The defence also argued that the very expression "to conspire" implies
that the conspirators partici pate knowingly and willingly. If somebody imposes his will on anothe r, there is no conspiracy. Theref
ore,
it was submit ted, "a conspiracy with a dictato r at its head
is a
contrad iction in itself".

(3) Findings of the Court
The Court applie d the concep tion of conspiracy, but gave to it
73 Judgme nt,
54.
74 See Nazi conspiracy
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(a) Common, concrete planning
It is obvious that there can be no common plan or conspiracy
without common planning. Several persons must in some way or
other participate in the planning. But, on the other hand, their contributions to the common plans need not be the same nor equaHy
important. Some of the participants call play a leading role and, in
the opinion of the Court, one single mail can even completely dominate the initiation and development of the plans without there ceasing to be common planning. As has been seen, the Court rejected
the plea of the defence that common planning cannot exist where
there is.complete dictatorship. If other persons knowingly co-operate
with the dictator there can still be common planning. When such
persons, with knowledge of his aims, give the dictator their cooperation, they make themselves parties to the plan initiated by him.
The collaborators c:J.n have different spheres of activity; the Court
mentions in this connexion statesmen, military leaders, diplomats,
and businessmen.
But the planning must not only be common, it must also be
concrete, and consist in the establishment of one or more concrete
plans to wage war. Parti 'ipation in the activities of the Nazi Party
or government was not considered by the Tribunal to constitute, in
itself, a participation in a criminal conspiracy. To be a party to,
such a conspiracy each planner must, with knowledge of its purpose,
have made a significant contribution to the elaboration of a concrete
plan to wage war. It appears from the parts of the judgment which
deal with the individual responsibility of the defendants, that the
Court applied this principle with considerable strictness. Several of
the defendants charged with conspiracy on count one were found
not guilty, because the evidence failed to establish their knowing
participation in a concrete plan to wage war. Frank, although a
member of the Reich Government and a "Reichsleiter" of the Nazi
Party was not considered sufficiently connected with the common
plan to wage aggressive war to be convicted on count one. 7S Frick
had not participated in any of the important conferences at which
Hitler outlined his aggressive intentions and was therefore not regarded as a member of the conspiracy.79 As to'Streicher, there was
no evidence to show that he was within Hitler's inner circle of advisers or was closely connected with the formulation of the policies
which led to war or had knowledge of them. His connexion with the
conspiracy was therefore, in the opinion of the Tribunal, not established.so Funk, whose activity in the economic sphere was under
Judgment, p. 124.
Judgment, p. 127.
80 JUdgment, p. 129.

78
70
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the supervision of Goering, was not considered as one of the leading
figures in originating the Nazi plans fot' aggressive war. He was found
guilty on count two, but not on count one, charging col1spiracy.H I
As to Schacltt the Court cnid that it was clear that he was a central
ligUl'c in GCI'muny's rearmament programme and that he was largely
responsible for Nazi Germany's rapid rise as a military power. But,
as rearmament could not be considered criminal of itself under the
Charter, it had to be shown that Schacht carried out this rearmament
as part of the Nazi plans to wage aggressive wars. In that regard,
the Court found that Sdmcht was not one of Hitler's inner circle
and that it was not proved beyond a reasonable doubt that Schacht
did in fact know of the Nazi aggressive plans. H2 Doenitz was not considered privy to the conspiracy to wage aggressive war as he at that
time was a field officer performing strictly tactical duties and as he
was not present at the important conferences, when plans fC''' aggressive war were announced, nor was informed about the r~cdsions
reached there.s 3 Despite his leadership of the "Hitler-Jugend", with
its warlike activities, 'Ion Schirach was not found to be involved in
the development of Hitler's plan for territorial expansion by means
of aggressive war.S oI As the evidence did not show that von Papen was
a party to dle plans under which the occupation of Austria was a
step in the direction of further aggressive action, the Tribunal did
not find him guilty of conspiracy.s5 Speer's activities did not, in the
opinion of the Court, amount to conspiring, as ail the wars had
already begun, when he became the head of the armament industry.36
Fritzsche's propaganda activities were not regarded as falling within
the definition of conspiracy in view of the fact that his position and
influence were not such as to enable him to attend the planning
conferences which led to aggressive war or to receive information of
the decisions taken at these conferences. 87 With regard to Bormann,
the Court said, that he had not been present at the planning conferences and it could not be inferred from the evidence or from the
positions he held before the war that he had knowledge of Hitler's
plans for aggression. Accordingly, Bormann was found not guilty
on count one. 87a
Thus only those defendants who belonged to Hitler's inner
circle and who with knowledge of his concrete aggressive plans had
intimately collaborated with him were convicted on count one:
Goering, "the planner and prime mover in the military and diplop. 132.
Judgment, pp. 135-137.
83 Judgment, pp. 137, 141.
8! Judgment, pp. 145, 146.
85 Judgment, p. 153.
86 Judgment, p. 156.
87 Judgment, p. 163.
878 Judgment, p. 164.
81 Judgment,

82

54

thc leading
was found
JI1spiracy.H I
s a central
was largely
Jower. But,
undcr the
earmamelU
hat regard,
inner circle
1at Schacht
as not conhe at that
and as he
fo" aggrese .rkcisions
;end", with
involved in
I by means
Papen was
stria was a
'ibunal did
not, in the
: wars had
industry.s6
ling within
)sition and
~ planning
rmation of
Bormann,
rming conl' from the
of Hitler's
not guilty

matie preparation for war",88 von Neurath and Raeder, both participants in the crucial meeting on 5 November 1937, where Hitler
revealed his aggressive intentions, Hess, Ribbentrop, Rosenberg, Keitel
and Jod!.

(b) Objective of conspiracy
The Court defined conspiracy as "a concrete plan to wage war",
obviously criminal war and primarily aggressive war. As has been
seen, it further interpreted "aggressive war" in a restrictive way and
excluded from that notion "aggressive acts", such as the occupation
of Austria and Czechoslovakia. A common concrete planning of
"aggressive acts" would thus not constitute a criminal conspiracy.
Kaltenbrunner and von Papen, who took part in the planning of the
"Anschluss", were therefore found not guilty of conspiracy on count
one.
The Court seems to have gone even further and required that
the objective of a criminal conspiracy should be aggressive war on
a larger scale. Participation in the pl;..paration only of particular
wars of aggression were not considered to constitute participation in
the conspiracy charged. The Court said of Funk that he did "participate in the economic preparatiop. for certain of the aggressive
wars, notably those against Poland and the Soviet Union", but dealt
with his guilt under count two of the indictment, not under count
one. 89 When explaining that it was convinced of the existence of a
criminal conspiracy in Germany, the Tribunal said that "continued
planning, with aggressive war as the objective" had been established
beyond doubt. The Court seems, consequently, to have considered
the JIse of aggressive war as a general instrument of policy and not
particular wars of aggression, as constituting the distinctive objective
of a conspiracy.
E.
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PLANNING, PREPARATION, INITIATION OR 'VAGING OF A CRIMINAL

WAR

The Court referred to this category of crimes against peace in
saying that "count two of the indictment charges the defendants with
committing specific crimes against peace by planning, preparing,
initiating, and waging wars of aggression against a number of other
States".90 A distinctive feature of these crimes as compared with the
crime of conspiracy thus is, that they are connected with particular
p. 109.
p. 132.
90 Judgment, p. 16.
88 Judgment,
89 Judgment,
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wars of aggression, or aggresgive wars against particular countries,
wherea~ the common plan or conspiracy, as hall been seen, has for
its objective aggressive war aa a general policy. 'this distinction is
made dear in some of the statements of the COl1rt as to the guilt of
dte individual defendants. With respect to von Schirach the Court
said that it did not appear that he "was involved in the development
of Hitler's plan for territorial expansion by means of aggressive war,
or that he participated in the pllmning or preparation of any of
the wars of aggression".9't Concerning Saucke1 it stated: "The evidence
has not satisfied the Tribunal that Sauckel was sufficiently connected
with the common plan to wage aggressive war or sufficiently involved
in the planning or waging of aggressive wars to allow the Tribunal
to convict him on counts one or two".92 About Schacht it said that
he was not involved "in dte planning of any of the specific: wars of
aggression charged in count two"J)3 Pertinent. in this connexion is
also dIe circumstance, mentioned above, that the Court held Funk
guilty on count two because of his participation in the preparation
for "certain of dIe aggressive wars", but not guilty on count one.\.'.!
It must be remarked that the restrictive interpretation given by
the Court to the r:.otion of "aggressive war" (excluding "aggressive
acts") applies also to this category of crimes against peace, connected
with particular wars of aggression.
All the stages in the bringing about of a cr~minal war are declared to be crimes, from the planning to the actual waging of the
war. In these circumstances it does not seem to be of any great
importance to try and ltly down abstract definitions of We different
stages. The Court itself apparently did not make precise distinctions
between planning and preparation. It therefore seems more practical
to e..xamine what different kinds of activities the Court found criminal
under this category of crimes against peace.

(1) Planning and preparation
M ilitary planning and preparation was considered criminal in so
far as it was undertaken by persons in influential positions. Such
military leaders as Goering, Keitel, Raeder and Jodl were found guilty
of this crime. On the other hand, the Court. said of Doenitz that,
although he built and trained the German V-boat arm, the evidence
did not show that he prepared aggressive wars. "He was a line officer
performing strictly tactical duties. He was not present at the imJudgment, p. 14&.
p. 147~
p. 136.
~ Judg1M1it, p. 132.
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portant conferences when plans for aggressive wars were announced,
and there is no evidence he was informed about the decisions reached
there."95 As a pre-requisite for criminal military planning the Court
therefore seems to have required knowledge of the aggressiv~ purpose
of the planning. Such knowledge, however, might, apparently, not
only be proved directly by showing that the defendant was informed
in fact, but also be inferred from Lhe position he held.96
In the judgment, Goering was named the prime mover in the diplomatic preparation for war and his part in the diplomatic manoeuvres
which led up to the war against Poland was especially recalled. Von
Ribbentrop's role in the diplomatic activities preceding the Polish and
other aggressive wars was mentioned under the heading of crimes
against peace. Under the same hearling it was stated that Rosenberg
as chief of the Office of Foreign Affairs of the Nazi Party played an
important role in the preparation and planning of the attack on
Norway. These are examples of criminal planning and preparation
in the sphere of diplomaC'j and foreign policy. As the Court "..'as concerned only with the major war criminals it is not possible to ascertain if, in its opinion, persons of lower standing than the abovementioned defendants could commit this kind of criminal planning.
It may be assumed, however, that in the view of the Court, the prerequisite of actual or inferred knowledge, required as to military
planning, would be applicable also in this case.
Funk was found guilty of economic planning and preparation
for certain of the aggressive wars, notably those against Poland and
the Soviet Union. But Schacht, iliough because of his activities in
the economic and financial fields he was considered by the Court as
"a central figure in Germany's rearmament programme",ll7 was
acquitted. The Court said: "... rearmament of itself is not criminal
under the Charter. To be a crime against peace under article 6 of
the Charter it must be shown that Schacht carried out this rearmament as part of the Nazi plans to wage aggressive wars".98 From the
evidence presented, however, it could not, in the opinion of the Couit,
be inferred that he did in fact know of the Nazi aggressive plan. This
conclusion was reached despite the fact that Schacht "with his intimate
knowledge of German finance, was in a peculiarly good position to
understand the true significance of Hitler's frantic rearmament, and to
05

Judgment, p. 137.

Gfr. what the Court said about Bonnann: "The evidence does not show that
Bonnann knew of Hitler's plans to prepare, initiate or wage aggressiv,:: wars. He
attended none of the important conferences when Hitler revealed piece by piece
~ose plans fDr aggression. Nor can knowledge be conclusively inferred from the positIons he held." Judgment, p. 164.
97 Judgment, p. 135.
98 JUdgment, p. 136.
96
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realize that the economic policy adopte d was consistent only with war
as its object''.99 Thus in this case, the Court was very cautious in drawing inferences from the official position occupied by the defend ant.
(2) Initiation

The Tribun al said: "To initiate a war of aggres sion. . is not
only a..."l intern atbnal crime; it is the supreme interna tional crime
differing only from other war crimes in that it contains within itself
the accumulated evil of the wliole."100 No one of the defendants
was, however, explicitly found guilty of having initiate d aggress
ive
wars. The expression nearest to "initia tion" used by the Court was
that "Goeri ng was the moving force for aggressive war second only
to Hitler".101 Presumably Hitler alone was considered as the initiato
r
as his orders set in motion the several aggressive wars. Doenitz, on
the
other hand, was expressly acquitt ed of having initiate d such wars
because he was at the time only a field officer perform ing strictly
tactical duties.
(3) Wagin g

Doenitz was expressly convicted of waging aggressive war. The
Court said: "It is true that until his appoin tment in Januar y 1943
as Commander-in-Chief he was not an 'Oberbefehlshaber'. But this
statem ent under-estimates the import ance of Doenitz's position.
He
was no mere army or division commander. The U-boat arm was
the
princip al part of the Germa n fleet and Doenitz was its leader. ...
That his import ance to the Germa n war effort was so regard ed
is
eloque ntly proved by Raeder's recommendation of Doenitz as
his
successor and his appoin tment by Hitler on 30 Januar y 1943,
as
Commander-in-Chief of the Navy. Hitler, too, knew that subma rine
warfare was the essential part of Germany's naval warfare. From January 1943, Doenitz was consulted almost continuously by Hitler ...
As late as April 1945, when he admits he knew the struggle was hopeless, Doenitz as its Commander-in-Chief urged the Navy to continu
e
its fight. On 1 May 1945, he became the head of State and as such
ordere d the Wehrm acht to con.tinue its war in the east, until capitul
ation on 9 May 1945 ... In the view of the Tribun al, the eviden
ce
shows that Doenitz was active in waging aggressive war".102
99

Judgment, p. 186.
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The passage quoted gives a good idea of what the Court considered to be waging aggressive war in the militm'Y sense. Obviously
Goering, Keitel, Raeder and Jodl who held positions in the German
armed forces comparable to that of Doenitz were also considered
guilty of waging aggressive war. Under the heading of "crimes against
peace" it was stated in the judgment that Goering commanded the
"Luftwaffe" in the attack on Poland and during the aggressive wars
which followed, and that Keitel signed orders and issued timetables
for several of the military invasions. Jodl was said to be responsible
in a large measure for the strategy and conduct of operations. 'Vith
respect to Raeder the Court stated explicitly that it was clear from
the evidence that he participated not only in the planning, but also
in the waging of aggressive war.
Waging aggressive war was, however, not understood by the
Tribunal in a narrow military sense, because also civilians wue
seemingly convicted of this crime. Seyss-Inquait was found guilty
under count two, apparently because of activities which were described
by the Court in the following way: "In September 1939, Seyss-Inquart
was appointed chief of civil administration of South Poland. On
October 12, 1939, Seyss-Inquart was made Deputy Governor General
of the General Government of Poland under Frank.103 On 'May
18, 1940, Seyss-Inquart was appointed Reich Commissioner for
occupied Netherlands. In these positions he assumed responsibility
for governing territory which had been occupied by aggressive wars
and the administration of which was of vital importance in the
aggressive war being waged by Germany." 104 Among Rosenberg's
crimes against peace was mentioned that he bore "a major responsibility for the formulation and execution of occupation policies in the
occupied eastern territories".105 Frick was convicted on count two.
One reason therefor was apparently his activity with respect to occupied terri'tories. He signed the laws incorporating parts of these territories into the Reich, supplied Germ'!n civil servants for the administrations in all occupied territories and also signed the laws appointing
Terboven Reich Commissioner to Norway and Seyss-Inquart to
Holland.106 It would therefore seem that the Court considered at
least some administmtive activities of high officials in ten'itories occupied by aggressive war as waging aggressive war.
But, on the other hand, the Tribunal did not find Sauckel "sufficiently, involved in the planning or waging of the aggressive wars"
to be convicted on count two, although he was in charge of a pro103 Frank was not indicted on count two, so the Court did nGt say if his activity
in Poland could be considered as waging aggressive war.
104 Judgment, p. 154.
105 Judgment, p. 122.
106 Judgment, p. 127.
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--- --•.--""='----"'-,,,"''''''''''---gramm e which involved deport ation of millions of human beings
from occupied territories to Germany for slave labour. This exploit
ation of occupied territories in the interest of the Germa n war effort
was regarded by the Court not as waging aggressive war but as a war
crime under article 6 (b) of the Charter. 10'1

As to administrative activities within the Reich in suppor t of the
Germa n war effort the Court said in reference to Frick: "Six months
after the seizure of Austria, under the provisions of the Rekh defence
law of September 4, 1938, Frick became General Plenipotentiary for
the admini stratio n of the Reich. He was made responsible for war
administration, except the military and economic, in the event
of
Hitler' s proclaiming a state of defence. The Reich Ministries
of
Justice, Education, Religion, and th~ office of spatial planni ng were
made subord inate to him. Performing his allotte d duties, Frick devised an administrative organization in accordance with war-tim
e
standards. According to his own statement this was actually put into
operat ion after Germany decided to adopt a policy of war,"108 This
statement, made by the Court under the headin g of "crimes against
peace", seems to indicate some inclination on its part to regard top
direction of the administrative machinery of the Reich as participation in the waging of the aggressive wars.
With regard to activities in connexion with Germa n war economy the Court noted that Gaerin g was "in theory and in practice ...
the economic dictator of the Reich".109 But about Speer as the head
of the armam ent industr y the Tribun al said: "His activities in charge
of Germa n armam ent produc tion were in aid of the war effort
in
the same way that other productive enterprises aid in the waging
of
war; but the Tribun al is. not prepar ed to find that such ac~iviti
es
involve ... waging aggressive war as charged under count two." 110
Centra l direction of the total war economy may therefore have been
regarded by the Court as waging war but clearly not industr ial productio n as such.
Although the waging of aggressive war may involve activities in
different fields, military, administrative and economic, only persons
in .
the highest positions seem to have been, in the opinio n of the Court,
capable of commi tting this crime. Thus, the Court did not adopt
the extreme theory that every act of warfare committed in the
107 Judgment,
108 Judgment,
109 Judgment,
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.
prosecution of a criminal war is an international crime. To be a crime
against peace such an act must be such as to qualify it as waging war.
It may be said that the Court, partly because it was concerned only
with the major war criminals, did not make the compass of the
notion of "waging" absolutely dear, but there seems to be no doubt
about the principle that only acts of warfare constituting a waging
of criminal war are crimes against peace. If an act committed in the
course of or in relation to an aggressive war does not amount to
waging such war, it is an international crime only if it can be characterized as a war crime in the strict sense of that term or as a crime
against liumanity.
5. WAR CRIMES
A.

DEFINITION

Article 6 of the Charter defines war crimes in these words:
"The following acts, or any of them, are crimes coming within
the jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which there shall be individual
responsibility: ...
.. (b) War crimes: Namely, vio1<ltions of the laws or customs of
war. Such violations shall include, but not be limited to, murder, illtreatment or deportation to slave labour or for any other purpose of
civilian popUlation of or in occupied teITitory, murder or ill-treatment
of prisoners of war or persons on the seas, killing of hostages, plunder
of public or private property, wanton destruction of cities, towns or
villages, or devastation not justified by military necessity."
In consonance with its opinion that the Charter was "the law of
the case" the Court expreSSly stated that it was bound by this definition of war crimes. The indictment marged the defendants also with
conspiracy to commit war crimes, but, as has been mentioned above,
the Court decided to disregard this charge on the ground that the
Charter does not define such a conspiracy as a separate crime.
The Tribunal did not, however, content itself with the statement that it was bound by the definition of war crimes given in
article 6 (b). It furthermore declared, in explicit words, that this
definition was in conformity with existing international law. The
Court said: "With respect to war crimes, however, as has already
been pointed out, the crimes defined by article 6, section (b), of the
Charter were already recognized as war crimes under international
law. They were covered by articles 46, 50, 52 and 56 of the Hague
Convention of 1907, and articles 2, 3, 4, 46 and 51 of the Geneva
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Conve ntion of 1929. That violati on of these prQvISIons constit
uted
crimes for which the guilty individ uals were punish able is too
well
settled to admit of argum ent."U l
Althou gh the Court seems to have had in view, in the first place,
the particu lar war crimes enume rated as examples in article 6
(b),
the statem ent is sufficiently broad to includ e also the genera l definition of war crimes as violations of the laws or customs of war.
The
Court thus seems to have also recognized as a princip le of existing
interna tional law the provisi on of the Charte r that violations of
the
laws or customs of war are not only illegal acts but interna tional
crimes.
B. WAR OuMEs AS VIOLAT IONS OF THE
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The princip le that violations of the laws or customs of war are
interna tional crimes has far-rea ching implications. In the first place,
it means that persons violating, in their individ ual capacity, these
rules are liable to punish ment. But, further more, it implies
that
individ uals perform ing acts of State are crimin ally responsible under
interna tional law, when such acts constit ute violations of duties
incum bent on the State accord ing to the laws or customs of
war.
It has already been seen that the Court refwled to admit, in regard
to interna tional crimes, the plea that individ uals are not respons
ible
under interna tional law for acts of State.
The interna tional responsibility of the State for violations of
the laws or customs of war is thus supple mented by the crimin
al
responsibility under interna tional law of the acting individuals.
It is of interes t in this copnex ion that the defence conten ded
that
the Hague Conve ntion on land warfare differentiates two kinds of
war
crimes, those which can be commi tted by an individ ual, such as murder and ill-trea tment, and those which' can only be commi tted
by a
bellige rent State, such as illegal utiliza tion of man-power. 112
The
Court obviously disrega rded this argum ent, as it held several of
the
defend ants responsible for their partici pation in the Germa n slave
labour policy.
Anothe r genera l aspect of the definit ion of war crimes as violations of the laws or customs of war is that it makes the determ ination
of what acts are war crimes depend ent on the develo pment of these
laws and customs. Any enume ration or exemplification of particu
lar
1U
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war crimes therefore seems to be, at least -in principle, of rather limited value for the future. Such a catalogue may be an adequate
expression of the present situation but can always be made obsolete
by new developments in the laws and customs of war. The general
definition remains as an overriding principle making it necessary
to ascertain at each time the actual content of these laws and customs. The dynamic character of the law of war was recognized by
the Court. This law, it said, "is not static, but by continual adaptation follows the needs of a changing world".113
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In the literature of international law there has been much discussion as to the consequences of the outlawing of aggressive war
with respect to the written and unwritten laws of war. It has been
argued that the existence of such laws for illegal war would be logically and juridically inexplicable. How can the conduct of an illegal
war, it has been asked, be regulated by legal rules conferring both
rights and duties on the aggressor?
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This line of thought was reflected in some of the arguments
presented by the prosecution. One of the prosecutors said: "Any resort
to war . . . is a resort to means that are inherently criminal. War
inevitably is a course of killings, assaults, deprivations of liberty, and
destruction of property. An honestly defensive war is, of course, legal
and saves those lawfully conducting it from criminality. But inherently
criminal acts cannot be defended by showing that those who committed them were engaged in a war, when war itself is illegal. The
very minimum legal consequences of the treaties making aggressive
wars illegal is to strip those who incite or wage them of every defence
the law ever gave, and to leave war-makers subject to judgment by
the usually accepted principles of the law of crim~s." 114 Another
prosecutor stated: "A war perpetrated in violation of international
law no longer really possesses the juridical character of a war. It is
truly an act of gangsterism, a systematically criminal undertaking." 115
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This extreme theory on the consequences of the outlawry of
aggTessive war is obviously not the one on which the Charter was based
or which was followed by the Court. The Charter declares waging
of aggressive war to be a crime against peace but as interpreted by
the Court "waging" does not, as has been seen above, mean every
participation in aggressive warfare. Acts of aggressive warfare which
do not come under the notion of waging aggressive war are still international crimes if they can be regarded as war crimes. War crimes
118 Judgment,

p. 51.
]ackson in The Trial of German Major War Criminals. Opening
Speeches of the Chief Prosecutors. His Majesty's Stationery Office, London 1946 (hereafter cited: Opening Speeches), p. 39.
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are. however. defined as violations of the laws or customs of war.
This implies that these laws and customs are applica ble also
to
aggressive war. The definition was accepted by the Court as
an
expression of existing int~rnationallaw.
It must be added. however. that even if the laws and customs
of war apply to aggressive wars. this does not necessarily mean that
aggressors and victims have or always will have the same rights
and
duties under these laws. That is a questio n which depend s on
the
actual and future conten t of the laws and customs of war. In
this
respect. too. the definit ion of war crimes in the Charte r leaves
the
door open for further developments.
As sources of the laws and customs of war the Court mentioned,
in the first place. the Hague Conve ntion of 1907 on land warfare
and
the Geneva Conve ntion of 1929 regard ing the treatm ent of prisone
rs
of war. Anothe r interna tional agreem ent relied on by the Court
was
the Naval Protoc ol of 1936 concerning subma rine warfare, althoug
h,
in the actual circumstances. it did not find the defend ants concer
ned
guilty of war crimes arising from violations of this protocol. It
was
argued on the part of the defence that the Hague Conve ntion
did
not apply in the presen t case. because all the belligerents were
not
parties to it. as require d by the "gener al partici pation " clause contained in its article 2. The Court dealt with this argum ent as follows
:
"In the opinio n of the Tribun al it is not necessary to decide
this
question. The rules of land warfare expressed in the Conve ntion
undoub tedly represe nted an advance over existin g interna tional
law
at the time of their adoptio n. But the Conve ntion expressly stated
that it was an attemp t 'to revise the genera l laws and customs of war',
which it thus recognized to be then existing. but by 1939 these rules
laid down in the Conve ntion were recognized by all civilized nations
,
and were regard ed as being declaratQry of the laws and customs of
war
which are referre d to in article 6 (b) of the Charter."116
Treaty -makin g is thus. in the opinio n of the Court. only one
elemen t in the develo pment of the laws and customs of war. Other
factors are mentio ned in the following statem ent made in anothe
r
connexion: "The law of war is to be found not only in treaties.
but
in the customs and practices of States which gradua lly obtain ed universal recognition, and from the general princip les of justice applied
by jurists and practic ed by militar y courts ... Indeed . in many cases
treaties do no more than express and define for more accurate reference the princip les of law aIr~ady existing." HT
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In view of what has been said above no attempt will be made here
to establish, on the basis of the judgment, a catalogue of war crimes.
On the whole it may be said that the Court followed the enumeration
which appears in article 6 (b).
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6. CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY
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A.

DEFINITION

The third group of international crimes set forth in article 6 of
the Charter are defined as follows:
"The following acts, or any of them, are crimes coming within
the jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which there shall be individual
responsibility: ...
"(c) Crimes against humanity: Namely, murder, extermination,
enslavement, deportation, and other inhumane acts committed against
any civilian population, before or during the war, or persecutions
on political, racial or religious grounds in execution of or in COllnexion with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal,
whether or not in violation of the domestic law of the country where
perpetrated".

Originally, there was in the English text of the Charter a semicolon between the phrase "the war" and the phrase "or persecutions",
instead of the comma now appearing in that place. However, in a
protocol 118 signed in Berlin on 6 October 1945 the four Governments
who had concluded the London Agreement of 8 August 1945 stated
that a discrepancy had been found to exist between the Russian text
of article 6, section (c), on the one hand, and the English and French
texts of the same section, on the other.
The discrepancy was this: in the English and French texts, article 6, section (c) was divided into two parts by a semi-colon between
"the war" and "or persecutions", while the Russian text had a comma
in the corresponding place. The protocol declared that the meaning
and intention of the Agreement and Charter required that the semicolon in the British and French texts should be changed into a comma
and some additional alterations be made in t.he French text. The correction made by the Berlin Protocol has as a consequence that the
phrase "in execution of or in connexion with any crime within the
. jurisdiction of the Tribunal" now refers to the whole preceding text
of article 6 (c). The change in meaning may be made particularly
118
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dear by comparing the two French texts. Originally the French text
tread as follows:

"(c) Les cr~mes contre l'humanittf; c'est-a-dilfe l'assassinat, l'extermination, la reduction en esclavage, la deportation, et tout autre
acte inhumain commis contre toutes populations civiles, at'ant ou
pendant la guerre; ou bien les persecutions pour des motifs politiques}
raciaux ou religieux, commises a la suite de tout crime rentrant dans
la competence du Tribunal international ou s'y rattachant, que ces
persecutions aient constitue ou non une violation du droit interne
du pays ou eUes ont ete perpetrees."
After the changes made by the Berlin Protocol the text has the
following wording:

"(c) Les crimes contre l'humanittf: c'est-a-dire l'assassinat, l}extermination, la reduction en esclavage, la deportation, et tout autre
acte inhumain commis contlfe toutes populations ci1!.~lf!s, avant ou
pendant la guerre, ou bien les persecutions pour des motifs politiques,
raciaux ou religieux, lorsque ces actes ou persecutions, qU'ils aient
constitue ou non une violation du droit interne du pays ou ils ont
ete perpetres, ont eM commis a la suite de tout crime rentrant dans
la competence du Tribunal, ou en liaison avec ce crime."
The Court explicitly declared itself bound by the definition of
crimes against humanity laid down in the Charter. The conspiracy
charge in the indictment was rejected with respect to crimes against
humanity in the same way as it was disallowed in regard to war
crimes.
B.

GENERAL DECLARA'tION 01" TliE COURT AS TO CRIMES AGAINST
HUMANITY

The Court expressed its general opinion on the notion of crimes
against humanity in the following way:
"With regard to crimes against humanity, there is no doubt whatever that political opponents were murdered in Germany before the
war, and that many of them were kept in concentration camps in circumstances of great horror and cruelty. The policy of terror was
certainly carried out on a vast scale, and in many cases was organized
and systematic. The policy of persecution, repression, and murder of
civilians in Germany before the war of 1939, who were likely to be
hostile to the Government, was most ruthlessly carried out. The per-
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secution of Jews during the same period is established beyond all
doubt. To constitute crimes against humanity, the acts relied on
before the outbreak of war must have been in execution of, or in
connexion with, any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal.
The Tribunal is of the opinion that revolting and horrible as many
of these crimes were, it has not been satisfactorily proved that they
were done in execution of, or in connexion with, any such crime.
The Tribunal therefore cannot make a general declaration that the
acts before 1939 were crimes against humanity within the meaning
of the Charter, but from the beginning of the war in 1939 war crimes
were committed on a vast scale, which were also crimes against
humanity; and in so far as the inhumane acts charged in the indictment, and committed after the beginning of the war, did not constitute war crimes, they were all committed in execution of, or in connexion with, the aggressive war, and therefore constituted crimes
against humanity."119

C. CATEGORIES OF CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Article 6 (c) refers to two types of crimes against humanity. The
first category is defined as comprehending murder, extermination,
enslavement, deportation, and other inhumane acts committed against
any civilian population. The phrase "and other inhumane acts" indicates that the list of explicitly named activities is not exhaustive. It
could be asked, for instance, whether deprivation of means of sustenance might not be considered as an "inhumane act". The reprobated
activities are described as directed against any civilian population.
Presumably this does not mean that the entire population must be
affected. It seems to imply, however, that a larger body of victims
are involved. The word "any" indicates that crimes against humanity
can be committed both against the perpetrator's own compatriots
and against populations of other nationalities, for instance, populations in countries under belligerent occupation. In the last case crimes
against humanity can evidently be war crimes at the same time. That
the Court was aware of such overlapping appears from the statement
quoted above.
It might perhaps be argued that the phrase "on political, racial
or religious grounds" refers not only to persecutions but also to the
first type of crimes against humanity. The British Chief Prosecutor
possibly held that opinion as he spoke of "murder, extermination,
enslavement, persecution on politic~l, racial or economic grounds".120
This interpretation, however, seems hardly to be warranted by the
uo Judgment, p. 84.
Concluding speeches concerning individual defendants, p. 63.
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English wording and stiH less by the French text quoted above. Moreover, in its statement with regard to von Schirach's guilt the Court
designated the crimes against humanity as "murder, extermination,
enslavement, deportation, and other inhumane acts" and "persecutions on political, racial, or religious grounds".121
The qualification "on political, racial or religious grounds" thus
applies only to the second type of crimes against humanity: persecutions. What the authors of the Chartel' had in mind in formulating
this part of article 6 (c) was obviously above all the persecutions of
the Jews. This category of crimes against humanity is apparently
closely related to the crime of genocide. A detailed discussion of these
relations does not, however, come within the scope of this paper.
D.

REQUIREMENT THAT CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY BE CONNECTED WITH
CRIMES AGAINST PEACE OR WAR CRIMES

In the light of the changes in the English and French texts of
article 6 (c) effected by the Berlin Protocol, it is quite dear that both
types of crimes against humanity are qualified by the requirement
that they be committed "in execution of or in connexion with any
crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal". This was also the
interpretation accepted by the Court, as appears from its general
statement quoted above. As defined in the Charter and the judgment,
crimes against humanity are, consequently, a category of crimes accessory to crimes against peace and war crimes. The notion is intended
to cover inhumane acts, in connexion with the planning or waging
of aggressive war, which are not covered by the laws and customs of
war. The acts may have been committed, as is said in article 6 (c),
"before or during the war", but, obviously, their connexion with crimes
against peace or with war. crimes will be more difficult to prove if
the acts have taken place before the war. The Court declared in its
general statement that all the inhumane acts charged in the indictment, and committed after the beginning of the war, were either war
crimes or committed in execution of, or in connexion with, the aggressive wars and, consequently, crimes against humanity. But it refused
to make a corresponding declaration as to acts committed before the
war. This does not mean, however, that no inhumane act perpetrated before the outbreak of the war could be considered a crime
against humanity. Von Schirach was found guilty of crimes against
humanity at least partly committed before the war. The Court said:
"Von Schirach is not charged with the commission of war crimes in
Vienna, only with the commission of crimes against humanity. As has
already been seen, Austria was occupied pursuant to a common plan
111 Judgment,
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of aggression. Its occupation is, therefore, a 'crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal' as that term is used in article 6 (c) of the
Charter. As a result, 'murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, and other inhumane acts' and 'persecutions on political, racial,
or religious grounds' in connexion with this occupation constitute a
crime against humanity under that article." 122 In the case of
Streicher, the Court referred to his anti-Jewish activities both before
and during the war, but seems finally to have based his conviction
only on his acts during the war. The Court said: "Streicher's incitement to murder and extermination at the time when Jews in the
east were being killed under the most horrible conditions clearly
constitutes persecution on political and racial grounds in connexion
with war crimes, as defined by the Charter, and constitutes a crime
against humanity".123 It is not, however, altogether excluded that
the Court took into consideration also Streicher's persecution of the
Jews in peace-time Germany.
Von Schirach's and Streicher's cases show, furthermore, that
although an inhumane act, to constitute a crime against humanity,
must be connected with a crime against peace or with a war crime,
the required connexion can exist even when the crime against peace
or the war crime was committed by another person. Both von Schirach
and Streicher were indicted under counts one and four but neither
of them was found guilty on count one. They were, consequently,
convicted only of crimes against humanity, not of any other crime
within the jurisdiction of the Court. A material connexion between
their acts and a crime against peace or a war crime was considered
to be sufficient.

E.

SUPERIORITY OF ARTICLE

6. (c)

OVER INTERNAL LAW

The last sentence of article 6 (c) provides that the reprobated
acts are crimes against humanity whether or not they are committed
in violation of the domestic law of the country where perpetrated.
In most instances a crime against humanity is also a crime under
municipal law, but even when this is not the case article 6 (c) prevails. A person otherwise guilty of a crime against humanity cannot
effectively plead that his act was legal under the domestic law obtaining in the territory where the act was committed. That the article
expreSSly mentions only "the' domestic law of the country where
perpetrated" obviously does not mean that a perpetrator of acts
coming within the notion of crimes against humanity could shelter
himself behind a domestic law other than that of the territory where
122 JUdgment,
123 Judgment,
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he committel his acts. The reason why the authors of the Charter
explicitly named the law of the territory apparently is that, in their
opinion, this law would, Oi:' the level of internal law, have authority
in the matter.

F.

PERSONS CAPABLE OF COMMITIING CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

Crimes against humanity can be committed both by persons acting as organs of the State and by individuals in their private capacity,
as illustrated by the cases of vo~ Schirach and Su·eicher. Von Schirach
was found guilty of such. crimes because of his activities as "Gauleiter"
and Reichs Governor in Vienna. Streicher's crime, on the other hand,
was incitement to murder and extermination of the Jews and was
committed by him as publisher of a weekly newspaper.
G.

CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND EXISTING INTERNATIONAL LAW

While the Court explicitly affirmed that war crimes as well as
planning and waging of an aggressive war already were international
crimes under existing international law, it made no corresponding
statement in regard to crimes against humanity. On the other hand,
the Court, as has been mentioned before, quite generally declared
that the Charter "is the expression of international law exisij:ng at
the time of its creation" .124 This statement would seem to cover also
the provisions concerning crimes against humanity.
It is a fact, however, that the Court applied article 6 (c) r'ly
restrictively, especially with respect to inhumane acts committed before the war. A similar teI\dency to limit the scope of crimes against
humanity appears on the part of the authors of the Charter when
they qualified these crimes by the requirement that the reprobated
acts be committed "in execution of or in connexion with any crime
within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal". The reason for this attitude
and its connexion with existing international law is made clear by
~e following statement made during the proceedings by the British
Chief Prosecutor:
"So the crime against the Jews, in so far as it is a crime against
humanity and not a war crime, is one which we indict because of its
association with the crime against the peace. That is, of course, a very
important qualification, and is not always appreciated by those who
~ave questioned the exercise of this jurisdiction. But, subject to that
124 Judgment,
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qualification, we have thought it right to deal with matters which the
criminal law of all countries would normally stigmatize a.s crimes. Murder, extermination, enslavement, persecution on political, racial or economic grounds. These things done against belligerent nationals, or for
that matter, done against German nationals in belligerent occupied territory, would be ordinary war crimes, the prosecution of which would
form no novelty. Done against others they would be crimes against
municipal law except in so far as German law, departing from all
the canons of civilized procedure, may have authorized them to be
done by the State or by persons acting on behalf of the State . . .
The nations adhering to the Charter of this Tribunar have felt it
proper and necessary in the interest of civilization to say that those
things, even if done in accordance with the laws of dle German
State . . . were, when committed with the intention of affecting the
international community-that is in connexion with the other crimes
charged-not mere matters of domestic concern but crimes against
the law of nations. I do not minimize the significance for the future
of the political and jurisprudential doctrine which is here implied.
Normally international law concedes that it is for the State to decide
how it shall treat its own nationals; it is a matter of domestic jurisdiction. And . . . the Covenant of the League of Nations and the
Charter of the United Nations Organization does recognize that general position. Yet international law has in the past made some cla;m
that there is a limit to the omnipotence of the State and that the individual human being, the ultimate unit of all law, is not disentitled
to the protection of mankind when the State tramples upon its rights
in a manner which outrages the conscience of mankind. Grotius, the
founder of international law, had some notion of that principle ...
the same idea was expressed by John Westlake. . . . The same view
was acted ll.pon by the European Powers which in time past intervened in order to protect Christian subjects of Turkey against cruel
persecution. The fact is that the right of humanitarian intervention
by war is not a novelty in intern~tional law-can intervention by
judicial process then be illegal?" 125
In the light of this statement the notion of crimes against humanity, as defined in article 6 and applied by the Court, appears
as the result of a compromise between two ideas. One is the prindple
of traditional international law that the treatment of nationals is
a matter of domestic jurisdiction. The competing idea is the view
that inhumane treatment of' human beings is a wrong even if it is
tolerated, encouraged or even practised by their own State, and that
this wrong ought to be penalized on the international level, if necessary. This latter view has found expression in the part of article 6 (c)
which describes crimes against humanity as inhumane acts against any
125
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civilian population, before or during the war, or I-..rsecutions on
politkal, racial or religious groundE. whether or not such
;Olvltles
are in violation of domp.stic law. If such a definition of crimes against
humanity had been accepted without qualifications, it would certainly
have meant an innovation of a far-reaching and revolutionary nature.
It would have se~ up a minimum standard for the treatment of human
beings, in peace and in war, and threatened violators of this standard,
whether private individuals or organs of the State, with international
penal sanctions.
This effort to guarantee a mlDlmum measure of fundamental
rights to all human beings was, however, counteracted by the traditional and conservative principle "dlat it is for the State to decide
how it shall treat its own nationals". The force of this principle made
itself felt when the definition of crimes against humanity was qualified
by the provision that the inhumane acts and persecutions, to constitute such crimes, must be committed "in execution of or in connexion
with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal". It is thereby
required, as has been seen, that the reprobated activities be connected
with crimes against peace or with war crimes, that is, with crimes
clearly affecting the rights of other States. The aim of this requirement, therefore, is to make sure that acts coming within the notion of
crimes against humanity always affect, at least indirectly, such rights.
These acts may then be said to be of international concern and a
justification is given for taking them out of the exclusive jurisdiction
of the State without abandoning the principle that treatment of
nationals is normally a matter of domestic jurisdiction.

7. RESPONSIBILITY OF LEADERS, ORGANIZERS,
INSTIGATORS AND ACCOMPLICES
The last paragraph of article 6 of the Charter provides:
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"Leaders, organizers, instigators and accomplices participating in
the formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to commit any of the foregoing crimes are responsible for all acts performed
by any persons in execution of such plan,"
The Court commented on this provision in the following way:
"In the opinion of the Tribunal, these words do not add a new
and separate crime to those already listed. The words are designed to
establish the responsibility of persons participating in a common
plan,"126
Ull Judgment,
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As has been seen above, the Court held that the evidence established the existence of a common plan or conspiracy by certain of the
defendants to prepare and wage aggressive war. On the other hand, it
refused to consider the charges of conspiracy to commit war crimes
and crimes against humanity, on the ground that the Charter does not
define as a separate crime any wnspiracy except the one to prepare
and wage aggressive war.
At first sight, the consequence would seem to be that the concluding paragraph of article 6 should he applicable to the participants
in the common plan or conspiracy to prepare and wage aggressive war
and to them alone. The defendants guilty of such conspiracy would
then be responsible "for all acts performed by any persons in execution
of such plan". They would therefore be responsible also for war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed by such persons. However, Hess was found guilty of conspiracy to prepare and wage aggressive war, but not of any war crimes or crimes against humanity.
The conclusion seems to be that the Court interpreted the words
"common plan or conspiracy" in the concluding paragraph of article 6
and lie same words in section (a) of article 6 in different ways.
Presumably, the Tribunal saw in the concluding paragraph not a
provision laying down the extent of the responsibility resting on
persons guilty of conspiracy as a separate crime, but a rule establishing the responsibility of instigators and accomplices in any of the
crimes defined in article 6. Participation in "the formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to commit any of the foregoing crimes", would then, as interpreted by the Court, mean not
participation in a conspiracy in a technical sense but merely complicity
because of participation in the planning or execution of any of the
crimes listed in article 6.

)

i

i
·1~

This view of the position take!! by the Court seems to be corroborated by· several statements made by it in assessing the guilt of
various defendants. Under the heading of "war crimes and crimes
against humanity", the Tribunal said about Goering that the record
was filled with admissions of his complicity in the use of slave labour,
that he signed a directive concerning the treatment of Polish workers
in Germany and that he was the active authority in the spoliation of
conquered territory. He was also, inter alia, said to have been active
in the preparing and executing of the aggressions against Yugoslavia and Greece. 127 Hess was an "active supporter of preparations
for war" and "an informed and willing participant in German aggression against Austria, Czechoslovakia and Poland".128 Rosenberg
127 Judgment,
128 Judgment,
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p. II I.

73

.,"helped to formulate the policies of Germanization, exploitation,
fOfced labour. extermination of Jews and opponents of Nazi rule, and
he set up the administration which carried them out",120
Similar statements were made with respect to other defendants
found guilty of cdmes under article 6, As a matter of fact. their
guilt was to a large extent founded on complicity. The major war
criminals did not themselves, in a physical sense. murder or maltreat
war prisoners and civilians, kill hostages, destroy and devastate cities,
but they were held responsible for these crimes as leaders. organizers.
instigators and accomplices. To invest them with this responsibility
was apparently' the aim of the concluding paragraph of article 6, as
interpreted by the Court.
8. CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS
A.

PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER

Articles 9 and 10 of the Charter provide as follows:

"Article 9
"At the trial of any individual member of any group or organization the Tribunal may declare (in connexion with any act of which
the individual may be convicted) that the group or organization of
which the individual was a member was a criminal organization.
"After receipt of the indictment the Tribunal shall give such
notice as it thinks fit that the prosecution .intends to ask the Tribunal
to make such declaration and any member of the organization will be
entitled to apply to the Tribu~al for lea.ve to be heard by the Tribunal
upon the question of the criminal character of the organization. The
Tribunal shall have power to allow or reject the application. If the
application is allowed. the Tribunal may direct in what manner the
applicants shall be represented and heard.

"Article 10
"In cases where a group or organization is declared criminal by
the Tribunal. the competent national authority of any signatory shall
have the right to bring individuals to trial for membership therein
before national. military or occupation courts. In any such case the
criminal nature of the group or organization is considered proved and
shall not be questioned."
tl9 Judgment,
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In the indictment the Court was asked to declare the following
groups or organizations to be criminal within the meaning of the
charter: Die Reichsregierung (Reich Cabinet), Das Korps der politischen Leiter der Nationalsozialistischen Deutschen Arbeiterpartei
(Leadership Corps of the Nazi Party), Die SchutzstafJeln der Nationalsozialistischen Deutschen Arbeiterpartei (commonly known as the SS)
including Die Sicherheitsdienst (commonly known as the SD), Die
Geheime Staatspolizei (Secret State Police, commonly known as the
Gestapo), Die Sturmabteilungen der Nationalsozialistischen Deutschen
Arbeiterpartei (commonly known as the SA), and the General Staff
and High Command of the German Armed Forces.
The purpose of indicting the organizations was explained by
counsel for the United States in the following way:
"The purpose of accusing organizations and groups as criminal
was to reach, through subsequent and more expeditious trials before
Military Government or military courts, a large number of persons.
. . . It has been the great purpose of the United States from the beginning to bring into this one trial all that is necessary by way of
defendants and evidence to reach a large number of persons responsible for the crimes charged without going over the entire evidence
again."13o
The provisions in articles 9 and 10 thus seem to have arisen
chiefly out of practical considerations. At least as presented by the
American Chief Prosecutor they were thought of as a means of making
subsequent trials of minor war criminals shorter and more expeditious.
The justification for accusing the organizations was, according to
the prosecution, that they had "bee!! instruments of cohesion in planning and executing" the crimes defined in article 6.131 "Without the
existence of these organizations, without the spirit which animated
them, one could not understand how so many atrocities could have
been perpetrated. The systematic war crimes could not have been
carried out by Nazi Germany without these organizations, without
the men who composed them. It is they who not only executed but
willed this body of crimes on behalf of Germany."132
The prosecution pointed out, however, that the organizations
130

p. 144.

Trial of the Major War Crimi71a[s, published at Niirnberg, 1947, voI. I,

131 American Chief Prosecutor, Opening Speeches, p. 43.
132 French Chief Prosecutor, Opening Speeches, p. 130.
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were not on trial in the conventional sense of that term. The Tribunal
was empowered to declare them to be criminal, but it could not
impose any sentence upon them as entities. The Court was not aurhorii;ed .to levy a fine upon them or to convict any person because of
membership.133
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OBJECfIONS OF THE DEFENCE
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On the part of the defence the provisions in articles 9 and 10
were attacked on the ground, inter alia, that they would result in
punishment without guilt. "Article 9 of the Charter is ... in contradiction with the common legal conviction of all members of the
international legal community. There exists neither a legal statute
in international law nor a legal statute in any national law which
declares the membership in an organization as criminal without it
being examined in each individual case, whether till": person concerned
has made himself personally guilty by his own actions or omissions.
Contrary to the general principles of criminal law . . . the Charter
provides in article 9 for a criminal responsibility and a collective
liability of all members of certain organizations and institutions, and
this without any consideration as to whether the individual members
have incurred any guilt."134 It was also pointed out, as a contradiction, that the indictment which wiped out the State as a super-person
in order to arrive at the individual responsibility of the defendants for
breaches of the peace, now presented new super-persons in the form of
organizations and groupS.135
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FINDINGS OF THE COURT

The Court seems to have applied the provisions in articles 9 and
10 with a certain reluctance. It stressed that, according to article 10,

the declaration of criminality against an accused organization is final
and cannot be challenged in any subsequent criminal- proceeding
against a member of that organization. In order to illustrate the effect
of the declaration, the Court thereafter cited part of Law 10 of the
Control Council of Germany, providing that membership in categories
of a criminal group or organization declared criminal by the Tribunal
is recognized as a crime which may be punished by death, imprisonment or a fine. The Court continued: "In effect, therefore, a member
of an organization which the Tribunal has declared to be criminal
m American Chief Prosecutor, Trial of the Major War Criminals, published at
Niirnberg, 1947, vol. vm, pp. 858·859.
1U Defence counsel for Hess, NtJ%i Conspiracy and Aggression, supplement B.
p.124.
135 Dr. JeUinek, Ibid., p. 26.
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may be subsequently convicted of the crime of membership and be
pnnished for that crime by death. This is not to assume that international or military courts which will try these individuals will not
exercise appropriate standards of justice. This is a far-reaching and
novel procedure. Its application, unless properly safeguarded, may
produce great injustice." 136
The Court stressed that in virtue of article 9, it was vested with
discretion as to whether it would declare any organization criminal.
But the Court added: "This discretion is a judicial one and does not
permit arbitrary action, but should be exercised in accordance with
well-settled legal principles, one of the most important of which is
that criminal guilt is personal, and that mass punishment should be
avoided. If satisfied of the criminal guilt of any organization or group,
this Tribunal should not hesitate to declare it to be criminal because
the theory of 'group criminaIity' is new, or. because it might be
unjustly applied by some subsequent tribunals. On the other hand,
the Tribunal should make such a declaration of criminality so far as
possible in a manner to insure that innocent persons will not be
punished." 137
The characteristics of a criminal organization were thereafter
explained by the Court in the following way: "A criminal organization is analagous to a criminal conspiracy in that the essence of both
is co-operation for criminal purposes. There must be a group bound
together and organized for a common purpose. The group must be
formed or used in connexion with the commission of crimes denounced
by the Charter. Since the declaration with respect to the organizations
and groups will, as has been pointed out, fix the criminality of its
members, that definition should exclude persons who had no knowledge of the criminal purposes or 'acts of the organization and those
who were drafted by the State for membership, unless they were persanally implicated in the commission of acts declared criminal by
article 6 of the Charter as members of the organization. Membership
alone is not enough to come within the scope of these declarations." 138
On the basis of these tests the Court made declarations of criminality affecting the Leadership Corps of the Nazi Party, the Gestapo,
the SD and the SS. But in none of these cases was the whole organization declared criminal. With regard to the Leadership Corps, the
Gestapo and the SD, the Tribunal declared to be criminal the group
composed of those members holding certain enumerated positions
"who became or remained members of the organization with know136 Judgment,
137 Judgment,
138 Judgment,
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,
ledge that it was being used for the commission of acts declared criminal by artide 6 of the Charter, or who were personally implicated as
members of the organization in the commission of such crimes".139 In
the case of the SS the wording of the declaration of the Court was
different in certain respects. The Tribunal declared criminal the group
composed of those persons "who had been officially accepted as members of the SS", and affiliated organizations as enumerated, and "who
became or remained members of the organization with knowledge
that it was being used for the commission of acts declared criminal by article 6 of the Charter, or who were personally implicated
as members of the organization ·in the commission of such crimes,
excluding, however, those who were drafted into membership by the
State in such a way as to give them no choice in the matter, and who
had committed no such crimes".140 The reason why the phrase excluding drafted members does not occur in the declarations concerning the
Leadership Corps, the Gestapo and the SD is that these organizations
were considered by the Court to be wholly voluntary.
In all the four cases the Court further limited the scope of the
declaration of criminality by stating that, as this declaration was based
on the participation of the organization in war crimes and crimes
against humanity connected with the war, the group declared criminal
could not include persons who had ceased to hold the enumerated
positions or to belong to the organizations prior to 1 September 1939.
The Reich Cabinet was not declared criminal for two reasons.
Firstly, because after 1937 it did not really act as a group or organization. It "did not constitute a governing body, but was merely an
aggregation of administrative officers subject to the absolute control
of Hitler".141 The second reason was that the number of persons here
involved was so small that the Court considered that they could be
conveniently tried individually without resort to a declaration of
criminality. For similar reasons the General Staff and High Command
was not declared a criminal group or organization.
As to tlle SA the Court said, inter alia, that after the purge in
1934 this organization was reduced to the status of a group of unim-

portant Nazi hangers-on. Although units of the SA were sometimes
used for the commission of war crimes and crimes against humanity.
it could not be said "that its members generally participated in or even
knew of the criminal acts".142 The Tribunal did, therefore, not
declare the. SA to be a criminal organization.
139 Judgment,
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It appears from the foregoing that the Court applied the provisions
of article 9 in a very restrictive way. None of the indicted organizations was declared criminal as a whole, only groups within them composed of persons who either directly participated in the commission of
crimes referred to in article 6 of the Charter or, although aware of the
fact that the organization was being used for the commission of such
crimes, solidarised themselves with these criminal activities by becoming or remaining members of the organizations.
In .other words, the Court did not impose a collective responsibility, based solely on membership, on the members of any organization. To hold a member responsible for the criminal activities of his
organization the Tribunal, in fact, required some conduct on the part
of the member which established his complicity in the activity.
9. JURISDICTION
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In conclusion, attention may be drawn once more to what the
Tribunal said about the foundation of its jurisdiction in international
law. The Court seems to have perceived two different grounds of
jurisdiction.

mber 1939.

"The making of the Charter", it said, "was the exercise of the
sovereign legislative power by the countries to which the German
Reich unconditionally surrendered; and the undoubted right of these
countries to legislate for the occupied territories has been recognized
by the civilized world." 143 In this statement the Court refers to the
particular legal situation arising out of the unconditional surrender
of Germany in May 1945, and the declaration issued in Berlin on
5 June 1945, by the four Allied States, signatories of the London
Agreement. By this declaration the said countries assumed supreme
authority with respect to Germany, including all the powers possessed
by the German Government, the High Command and any State,
municipal or local government or authority. The Court apparently
held that in virtue of these acts the sovereignty of Germany had passed
into the hands of the four States and that these countries thereby were
authorized under international law to establish the Tribunal and
invest it with the power to try and punish the major German war
criminals.
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The Court, however, also indicated another basis for its jurisdiction, a basis of more general scope. "The signatory Powers", it said,
"created this Tribunal, defined the law it was to administer, and made
regulations for the proper conduct of the trial. In doing so, they have
143
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done together what anyone of them might have done singly; for it is
not to be doubted that any nation has the right thus to set up special
courts to administer law."144 The statement is far from clear, but,
with some hesitation, the following alternative interpretations may be
offered. It is possible that the Court meant that the several signatory
Powers had jurisdiction over the crimes defined in the Charter because
these crimes threatened the security of each of them. The Court may,
in other words, have intended to assimilate the said crimes, in regard
to jurisdiction, to such offences as the counterfeiting of currency. On
the other hand, it is also possible and perhaps more probahle, that the
Court considered the crimes under the Charter to be, as international
crimes, SUbject to the jurisdiction of every State. The case of pira:cy
would then be the appropriate parallel. This interpretation seems to
be supported by the fact that the Court affirmed that the signatory
Powers in creating the Tribunal had made use of a right belonging to
any nation. But it must be conceded, at the same time, that the phrase
"right thus to set up special courts to administer law" is too vague to
. admit of definite conclusions.
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ADDENDUM
The trial of major Japanese war criminals!

By way of an addendum to this paper, the following points of
similarity and dissimilarity between the Niirnberg and the Tokyo
war crimes trials are noted:
1.

The Charter

There are few material differences between- the constituent instruments of the two Tribunals. The Charter of the International Military Tribunal for the Far East 2 contemplates the same three categories of crimes against the pe" .:e, conventional war crimes, and
crimes against humanity3 as ::ues the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal. The first category, crimes against the peace, is indeed slightly
differently defined in the former document in that it includes "planning, preparation, initiation or waging of a declared or undeclared
war of aggression, etc.". The italicised words do not appear in the
Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal! and their insertion in that of the
Tokyo Tribunal is dearly due to the circumstance that hostilities
began and continued for a long time in the Far East without any
declaration of war on either side.
The category of war crimes is not illustrated by examples in the
Charter of the Tokyo Tribunal as·it is in ..hat of the Niirnberg Tribunal. In view of the circumstance that the list of examples in the
latter document 5 is specifically declared not to be exhaustive, this
difference would appear to be without significance.
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The declaration that "leaders, organizers, instigators and accomplices participating in the formulatioJl or execution of a common
plan or conspiracy to commit" any justiciable crime are responsible
for all acts performed by any person in the execution of such plan is
not, in the Charter of the Tokyo Tribunal, contained in a distinct
1 The judgment of the Tokyo Tribunal became available only after the paper
was written and it was not, therefore, possible to deal \\'ith it fully in the main
text.
2 Text in Department of State Bulletin (USA), vol. xiv (1946), No. 349, pp.
361 f.; subsequently amended, see No. 360, p. 890.
3 Article 5.
4 Article 6; see above pp. 45-46, 60, 64.
5 Article 6 (b); see above p. 60.
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paragraph, as in that of the Niirnberg Tribunal, and, instead, forms
part of the last of the sub-paragraphs dealing with the categories of
justiciable crimes.6

with the "rulers
"and Fascist Ital
charged against t

The Charter of the Tokyo Tribunal confers no jurisdiction in
respect of organizations. 7

3.

The Charter o~ tte Niirnberg Tribunal, w"'nst contemplating the
review of sentences imposed, specifically exclude/> tile possibility of any
proceedings in the nature of appeal from the Tribunal's findings of
guilt or innocence. s No such prohibition is contained in the Charter
of the Tokyo Tribunal. In the case of some of the accused convicted
by the latter, proceedings in error were attempted to be taken in the
United States Supreme Court which, however, declined jurisdiction. 9
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2.

4. The ]udgme

The Indictment

The principal difference between the indictment of the Japanese
ffi'ljor war criminals and that preferred before the Niirnberg Tribunal,
apart from the circumstance that the former, of course, included no
charges against organizations, ,was that in the former alone was there
a charge of conspiracy to kill and murder members of the Allied armed
forces and Allied civilians through the initiation of hostilities which
were unlawful by reason of the breach, inter alia, of the Hague Convention relative to the Opening of Hostilities. lo
A further difference is that, in the Tokyo indictment, there were
no counts of crimes against humanity as such. A possible explanation
of this is that, whereas in the Niirnberg trial one of the principal
crimes against humanity sought to be punished was the Nazi persecution of the Jews, no analogous couilt was entered against the Japanese war leaders although its Charter permitted the Tokyo Tribunal
to entertain charges of "persecution on political and racialgrounds".ll
On the other hand, in the Tokyo trial, unlike that at Niirnberg,
specific charges of murder and unlawful killing in consequence of the
waging of unlawful wars were made.
Another point which is perhaps of some interest is that the counts
of conspiracy against the Japanese war leaders charged their combination for illegal and criminal purposes not only with each other but
6 Compare article 5 of the Charter of the Tokyo Tribunal and article 6 of the
Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and see above pp. 70-73.
7 See above pp. 73-78.
8 Article 26.
9 American Journal of International Law, (1949), vol. 42, p. 170.
10 See Records of Proceedings of the Tribunal for the Fart East, vol. 1, pp. 27-71.
11 Article 5 (c).
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with the "rulers of other aggressive countries, namely Nazi Germany
and Fascist Italy". Conspiracy with rulers of other States was not
charged against the German leaders.

3.

The Defence.

The point in the several defences of the Japanese accused which
is of principal interest because nothing exactly parallel to it is to be
found in the case made out for the German accused is the argument
that, the Japanese Instrument of Surrender12 having provided that
the Declaration of Potsdam1:> should be given effect to in connexion
with the prosecution of war criminals, only crimes which were recognized to be such in international law at the date of that Declaration
could be charged. 14

4.

The Judgment

In general the judgment of the Tokyo Tribunal is consistent with,
and corroborative of, that of the Niirnberg Tribunal. Thus, the former Tribunal, like the latter, rejected all pleas to its jurisdiction on
the grounds both that the law of its Charter was binding upon it and
that the terms thereof were not inconsistent with international law.
The Tokyo Tribunal further expressly approved and adopted the
words of the Niirnberg Tribunal 15 concerning the effect of the Pact
of Paris in rendering illegal the use of war as an instrument of national
policy and making individuals planning and waging war in this manner criminally responsible, and concerning the ineffectiveness of the
pleas of superior orders or act of State as disclaimers of responsibility.16
The Tokyo Tribunal proceeded to a slightly more elaborate disof the meaning of "conspiracy" than took place at Niirnberg,17
holding in especial: "A conspiracy to wage aggressive or unlawful war
arises when two or more persons enter into an agreement to commit
that crime. Thereafter, in furtherance of the conspiracy, follows planning and preparing for such war. Those who participate at this stage
may be either orighal conspiratOls or later adherents. If the latter
adopt the purpose of the conspiracy and plans and prepare for its
cus~ion

Text in Department of State Bulletin (USA), vol. xiii (1945), No. 324, p. 364.
Ibid., No. 318, p. 137.
14 Records of Proceedings of the Tribunal for the Far East, vo!. 146, p. 48, 436.

12

13

436.

15 See above pp. 41-43.
16 Records of Proceedings
17

of the Tribunal for the Far East, vo!. 146, p. 48,448.
SEe above pp. 50-55, 72-74.
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fulfilment they become conspirators. "18 But. consistently with the
decision of the Niirnberg Tribunal. the Tokyo Tribunal held that the
context of the provision of its Charter declaring leaders, organizers,
instigators and accomplices "participating in the formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to commit [any justiciable
crime]" to be responsible for all acts performed by any person in the
execution of such plan related it "exclusively to SUb-paragraph (a) [of
article 5], crimes against peace, as that is the only category in which
a 'common plan or conspiracy' is stated to be a crime. It has no
application to conventional war crimes and crimes against humanity
as .conspiracies to commit such crimes are not made criminal by the
Charter of the Tribunal".19
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In connexion with international crimes in general, it is to be
noted that the Tokyo Tribunal declared that "aggressive war was a
crime of international law long prior to the Declaration of Potsdam"
and that. therefore. the contention that, in virtue of the Instrument of
Surrender. only crimes recognized at the date of that Declaration could
be charged. was irrelevant.2o The contention that those of the accused
who had been members of the Japanese armed forces and prisoners
of war were triable only by tribunals constituted in accordance with
the Geneva Convention of 1929 was likewise rejected; the view of the
United States Supreme Court in the Yamashita Case21 that the relevant stipulations of the Convention "apply only to judicial proceed.ings directed against a prisoner of war, for offences committed while
a prisoner of war" and not to a prosecution "for a violation of the
law of war committed while a combatant" being expressly adopted. 22
So far as concerns the category of crimes against the peace. the
Tokyo Tribunal took the phrase "initiating aggressive war", as used
in the indictment to mean the actual commencement of hostilities
but, in view of the fact that such initiation constituted as well the
waging of aggressive war, did not proceed with the counts "of initiating as well as of waging aggressive war".23 This way of dealing with
the question stands in some contrast to that adopted by the Niirnberg
Tribunal, which singled out the initiation of a war of aggression as
"the supreme international crime" but held "planning and preparation [to be] essential to the waging of war" and accordingly specifically
examined the case of each accused individual in order to determine
if he was guilty of one or more of the charges of initiating, planning,
preparing or waging wars of aggression. 24 Neither Tribunal, how18 Records of Proceedings of the Tribunal for the Far East, vol.
19 Ibid., p. 48, 449.
20 Ibid., p. 48, 440.
21 In re Yamashita, American Journal of International Law,

146, p. 48, 448.
vol. 40 (1946).

pp. 432. 444.
22 Recc:-ds of Proceedings of the Tribunal for the Far East, vo!. 146, p. 48,441.
23 Ibid., p. 48, 448.
24 see above, pp. 47·49.
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ever, defined "wars of aggression" though, after a detailed examination
of the treaty relations of Japan which involved, incidentally, a consideration of the effect of the "general participation clause" in the
various Hague Conventions and the extent to which the latter were
evidence of customary international law, the Tokyo Tribunal held
that there had been a criminal conspiracy to wage wars of aggression
and that such wars had been waged against all prosecuting countries
except Thailand. No evidence had been offered that Thailand "had
complained of Japan's actions as being acts of aggression" so that "in
these circumstances [the Tribunal was] left without reasonable certrary to the
tainty that the Japanese advance into Thailand was
wishes of the Government of Thailand and the charge:. that the defendants initiated and waged a war of aggression against [that country
remained] unproved". But, for the rest, "they were unprovoked
attacks, prompted by the desire to seize the possessions of these nations.
Whatever may be the difficulty of stating a comprehensive definition
of 'a war of aggression', attacks made with the above motive cannot
but be characterized as wars of aggression".25 But, unlike the Niirnberg Tribunal, which differentiated the German "acts of aggression"
against Austria and Czechoslovakia from "wars of aggression", holding
the former to be merely unlawful and not, as the latter, criminal,26
the Tokyo Tribunal characterized all the hostilities undertaken by
Japan, with the exception only of those against Thailand, as "wars of
aggression".27 And, the existence of a criminal conspiracy to wage'
such wars having been found proved and being "already criminal in
the highest degree,"28 no pronouncement was made on the charges of
conspiracy to wage wars in violation of treaties.
As regards war crimes and crimes against humanity, as has been
said already, the Tokyo Tribunal regarded the entertainment of the
charges of conspiracy to commit murder by waging aggressive war and
war in violation of treaties, and of conspiracy to commit conventional
war crimes, as not being within its jurisdiction. The charges of murder
-as distinct from the charges of conspiracy to commit murder-alleged
killings arising from the waging of wars which were unlawful either
for lack of a prior declaration of war or because they were begun in
violation of treaties. But whether the alleged unlawfulness of these
killings was founded upon the initial unlawfulness of the wars during
which they occurred or upon subsequent breaches of the laws of war,
or upon both, was not made dear in the indictment. The Tribunal
said that, if the first was intended, then "no good purpose is to be
served ... in dealing with these parts of the offences by way of counts
25 Records of Proceedings of the Tribunal for the Far East, vol. 148, p. 49,
589, 769·771.
26 See above, pp. 47-49.
27 Records of Proceedings of the Tribunal for the Far East, vol. 148, p. 49, 586,
28 Ibid., pp. 49, 769 to 49, 772
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for murder when the whole offence of waging those wars unlawfully is
put in issue upon the count charging the waging of such wars ... If
breaches of the laws of war are founded upon~ then that is cumulative
with the charges [in the counts charging specific breaches of the laws
~f war]".29 Therefore the charges concerned were not proceeded with.
It may be noted that, in the indictment presented to the Niirnberg
Tribunal, no separate charges of killing as a consequence of waging
unlawful war were made, unlawful killings being charged and treated
by the Tribunal, either as war crimes or as crimes against humanity.30
In general, unlike the Niirnberg Tribunal,S! the Tokyo Tribunal, did
not distinguish between "war crimes" and "qimes against humanity".
No dissenting opinions were delivered by members of the Niirnberg Tribunal bearing on the question of its jurisdiction and on the
principles of law applied by it. The opinion of the Russian judge
expressed dissent from the majority only in connexion with the acquittal of certain of the accused and the penalty imposed upon Hess. S2 The
French, Dutch and Indian judges, however, dissented from the judgment of the Tokyo Tribunal on all material points. M. Henri Bernard
(France) differed from the majority on the grounds that "the Charter
of the Tribunal itself was not based on any law in existence when the
offences took place" and that "so many principles of justice were violated during the trial that the Court's judgment certainly would be
nullified on legal grounds in most civilized countries".3S The first of
these grounds was also adduced by the Dutch and Indian judges as a
reason for their respective dissents. M. Rolling (Netherlands) also
declared that "military planning for a probable conflict is not necessarily plotting for aggression" and further expressed the opinion that
the Tribunal ought not to have passed upon offences alleged to have
been committed before the outbreak of the Second WorId War. S4
Mr. Justice Pal (India) also expressed the view that, in the absence
of an internationally agreed definition of aggression, "any trial such
as that just conducted by the International Military Tribunal for the
Far East is merely the judgment of the victor upon the vanquished".s5

29 Records of Proceedings of the Tribunal for the
30 See above, p. 60.
31 See above, pp. 67-68.
32 Judgment of the Nilrnberg 7'ribunal, p. 166.
33 New York Herald 7'ribune, 14 Nov. 1948, p. 27.

"Ibid.
35 Ibid., 13 Nov. 1948, p. 3.
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APPENDIX I
Moscow Declaration on German Atrocities of 30 October 1943
The United Kingdom, the United States and the Soviet Union
have received from many quarters evidence of atrocities, massacres and
cold-blooded mass executions which are being perpetrated by the
Hitlerite forces in the many countries they have overrun and from
which they are now being steadily expelled. The brutalities of Hitlerite domination are no new thing and all the peoples or territories
in their grip have suffered frop! the worst form of government by
terror. What is new is that many of these territories are now being redeemed by the advancing armies of the liberating Powers and that in
their desperation the recoiling Hitlerite Huns are redoubling their
ruthless cruelties. This is now evidenced with particular clearness by
monstrous crimes of the Hitlerites on the territory of the Soviet Union
which is being liberated from the Hitlerites, and on French and Italian
territory.
Accordingly, the aforesaid three Allied Powers, speaking in the
interests of the thirty-two (thirty-three) United Nations, hereby
solemnly declare and give full warning of their declaration as follows:

~l

•~

~l

At tlle time of the granting of any armistice to any government
which may be set up in Germany, those German officers and men and
members of the Nazi party who have been responsible for, or have
taken a consenting part in the abov,e atrocities, massacres and executions, will be sent back to the countries in which their abominable
deeds were done in order that they may be judged and punished
according to the laws of these liberated countries and of the free governments which will be created therein. Lists will be compiled in all
possible detail from all these countries, having regard especially to the
invaded parts of the Soviet Union, to Poland and Czechoslovakia, to
Yugoslavia and Greece, including Crete and other islands, to Norway,
Denmark, the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, France and Italy.

'-it
;~

Thus, the Germans who take part in wholesale shootings of Italian
officers or in the execution of French, Dutch, Belgian or Norwegian
hostages or of Cretan peasants, or who have shared in the slaughters
inflicted on the people of Poland or in territories of the Soviet Union
which are now being swept clear of the enemy, will know that they
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will be brough t back to the scene of their crimes and judged on the
spot by the peoples whom they have outraged. Let those who have
hithert o not imbrue d their hands with innocent blood beware lest
they join the ranks of the guilty, for most assuredly the three Allied
Powers will pursue them to the uttermost ends of the earth and will
deliver them to their accusers in order that justice may be done.
The above declaration is withou t prejudice to the case of the
major criminals, whose offences have no particu lar geographical
localization and who will be punish ed by the joint decision of the
Governments of the Allies.
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APPENDIX II
Agreement for the establishment of an internaaional
.
military tribunal

Agreement by the Government of the United States of America,
the Provisional Government of the French Republic, the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the Government of the Union of
Soviet Socialistic Republics for the Prosecution and Punishment of the Major War Criminals of the Emopean Axis

Whereas the United Nations have from time to time made declarations of their intention that war criminals shall be brought to justice;
And whereas the Moscow Declaration of the 30th October 1943
on German atrocities in occupied Europe stated that those German officers and men and members of the Nazi Party who have been responsible for or have taken a consenting part in atrocities and crimes will
be sent back to the countries in which their abominable deeds were
done in order that they may be judged and punished according to the
laws of these liberated countries and of the free governments that will
be created therein;
And whereas this Declaration was stated to be without prejudice
to the case of major criminals wHose offences have no particular
geographical location and who will be punished by the joint decision
,
of the Governments of the Allies;
Now therefore the Government of the United States of America,
the Provisional Government of the French Republic, the Government
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (hereinafter called "the signatories") acting in the interests of all the United
Nations and by their representatives duly authorized thereto have
concluded this agreement.

Article 1
There shall be established after consultation with the Control
Council for Germany an International Military Tribunal for the trial
of war criminals whose offences have no particular geographical loca-
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tion whethe r they be accused individually or in their capacity as members of organizations or groups or in both capacities.
Article 2

The constitution, jurisdi ction and functions of the International
Military Tribun al shall be those set out in the Charte r annexe
d
to this agreement, which Charte r shaH form an integral part of this
agreement.
Article J

Each of the signatories shall take the necessary steps to make
available for the investigation of the charges and trial the major war
criminals detaine d by them who are to be tried by the International
Militar y Tribun al. TIle signatories shaH also use their best endeavours
to make available for investigation of the charges against and the trial
before the Interna tional Military Tribun al such of the major war
criminals as are not in the territories of any of the signatories.

.

Article 4

Nothin g in this agreement shall prejud ice the provisions established by the Moscow Declaration concerning the return of war
criminals to the countries where they committed their crimes.
Article 5
Any Govern ment of the United Nations may adhere to this agreement by notice given throug h the diplomatic channe l to the Govern
ment of the United Kingdom. who shall inform the other signato
ry
and adheri ng Governments of each such adherence.
Article 6
Nothin g in this agreement shall prejud ice the jurisdiction or
the powers of any nation al or occupation court established or to
be
established in any Allied territory or in Germa ny for the trial of war
criminals.
Article 7

This agreem ent shall come into force on the day of signature and
shall remain in force for the period of one year and shall continu
e
thereafter. subject to the right of any signatory to give. throug h
the
diplom atic channel. one month 's notice of intenti on to terminate
it.
Such termin ation shall not prejud ice any proceedings already taken
or any findings already made in pursuance of this agreement.
IN WITNES S WHERE OF the unders igned have signed
the present
agreement.

90

~city

as mem-

International
ler annexed
part of this

~ps

to make

e major war

nternational

DONE IN QUADRUPLICATE in London this eighth day of August 1945
each in English. French and Russian, and each text to have equal
authenticity.

For the Government of the United Statp.s of America
ROBERT H. J ACKSON
Fm' the provisional Government of the French Republic
ROBERT FoLCO
For the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland
JOWITT C.
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I. T. NIKITCHENKO
A. N. TRAININ
CHARTER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL
I. CONSTITUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL

Article 1
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In pursuance of the agreement signed on the eighth day of
August 1945 by the Government of the United States of America, the
Provisional Government of the French Republic, the Government of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, there shall be
established an International Military Tribunal (hereinafter called
"the Tribunal") for the just and prompt trial and punishment of the
major war criminals of the European'Axis.

Article 2
The Tribunal shall consist of four members, each with an alternate. One member and one alternate shall be appointed by each of
the signatories. The alternates shall, so far as they are able, be present
at all sessions of the Tribunal. In case of illness of any member of the
Tribunal or his incapacity for some other reason to fulfil his functions, his alternate shall take his place.

Article 3
Neither the Tribunal, its members nor their alternates can be
challenged by the prosecution, or by the defendants or their counsel.
91

Each signatory may replace its member of the Tribun al or his alter.
natc fot· reasons of health or for other good reasons, except that no
replaccment may tukc place dul'ing a trial, other than by an alternate.
Article "
(a) Tbe presence of all four members of the Tribun al or the
alternate for any absent member shall be necessary to constitute the
quorum.

(b) The members of tbe Tribun al shall, before any trial begins,
agree among tbemselves upon the selection from their number of a
President, and the President shall bold office during that trial, or as
may otherwise be agreed by a vote of not less than three members.
The principle of rotation of presidency for successive trials is agreed.
If, however, a session of the Tribun al takes place on the territor
y
of one of the four signatories, the representative of that signatory on
the Tribun al shall preside.
(c) Save as aforesaid the Tribun al shall take decisions by
a
majority vote and in case the votes are evenly divided, the vote of
the President shall be decisive: provided always that convictions and
sentences shan only be imposed by affirmative votes of at least three
members of the Tribun al.

Article 5
In case of need and depend ing on the numbe r of the ID" tters to
be tried, oilier tribunals may be set up; and the establishment, functions, and procedure of each tribuna l shall be identical, and shall be
governed by this Charter.
11.

JURISD ICl10N AND GENER AL PRINCIP LES

Article 6
The Tribun al established by the agreement referred to in article 1
hereof for the trial and punish ment of the major war criminals of
the Europe an Axis countries shall have the power -to try and punish
persons who, acting in the interests of the European Axis countries,
whether as individuals or as members of organizations, committed any
of the fonowing crimes.
The following acts, or any of them, are crimes coming within
the jurisdiction of the Tribun al for which there shall be individual
responsibility:

92

unal or his alter.
except that no
n by an alternate.

(a) Crimes against peace: namely, planning, preparation, initiation or waging of a war of aggression, or a war in violation of international treaties, agreements or assurances, or participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of any of the foregoing;

Tribunal or the
to constitute the

(b) War crimes: namely, violations of the laws or customs of
war. Such violations shall include, but not be limited to, murder, illtreatment.J! deportation to slave labour or for any other purpose
of civilian population of or in occupied territory, murder or illtreatment of prisoners of war or persons on the seas, killing of
hostages, plunder of public or private property, wanton destruction
of cities, towns or villages, or devastation not justified by military
necessity;
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(c) Crimes against humanity: namely, murder, extermination,
enslavement, deportation, and other inhumane acts committed against
any civilian population, before or during the war, or persecutions on
political, racial or religious grounds in execution of or in connexion
with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal, whether or
not in violation of the domestic law of the country where perpetrated.
Leaders, organizers, instigators and accomplices participating in
the formulation or execution of a common plan or conspiracy to
commit any of the foregoing crimes are responsible for all acts performed by any persons in execution of such plan.
Article 7

The official pOSItIOn of defendants, whether as Heads of State
or responsible officials in government departments, shall not be considered as freeing them from responsibility or mitigating punishment.
,
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Article 8

The fact that the defendant acted pursuant to order of his Government or of a superior shall not free him from responsibility, but
may be considered in mitigation of punishment if the Tribunal determines that justice so requires.
A1,ticle 9

At the trial of any individual member of any group or organization the Tribunal may declare (in connexion with any act of which
the individual may be convicted) that the group or orga"ation of
which the individual was a member was a criminal organization.
After receipt of the indictment the Tribunal shall give such
notice as it thinks fit that the prosecution intends to ask the Tribunal
93
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to make such declaration and any member of the organization will
be entitled to npply to the Tribun al for leave to be IleaI'd by the
Tribun al upon the question of the criminal character of the organization. The Tribun al shall have power to allow or reject the applica
tion. If the application is allowed, tllf' Tribun al may direct in what
manne r the npplita nts shall be ~'epresented and heard.
Article 10

In cases where a group or organization is declared criminal by
the Tribun al, the competent na~ional author ity of any signatory shall
have the right to bring individuals to trial for membership therein
before national, milital'Y or occupation courts. In any such case the
criminal nature of the group or organization is considered proved and
shall not be questioned.
Article 11

Any person convicted by the Tribun al may be charged before a
national, military or occupation court, referred to in article 10 of
this Charter, with a crime other than of membership in a crimina
l
group or organization and such court may, after convicting him, impose upon him punish ment indepe ndent of and additio nal to the
punish ment imposed by the Tribun al for partici pation in the crimina
l
activ:'ties of such group or organization.
Article 12

The Tribun al shall have the right to take proceedings against
a person charged with crimes set out in article 6 of this Charter in
his absence, if he has not been found or if the Tribun al, for any
reason, finds it necessary, in the interests of justice, to conduct the
hearin g in his absence.
Article 13

The Tribun al shall draw up rules for its procedure. These rules
shall not be inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter.
Ill.

COMM ITIEE FOR THE INVEST IGATION AND PROSEC UTION
OF MAJOR WAR. CRIMIN ALS

Article 14

Each signatory shall appoin t a chief prosecutor for the investigation of the charges against and the prosecution of major war criminals.
The chief prosecutors shall act as a committee for the foIlowing
purposes:
94
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(a) To agree upon a plan of the individual work of each of the
chief prosecutors and his staff,
(b) To settle the final designation of major war criminaLls to be
tried by the Tribunal,
(c) To approve the indictment and the documents to be submitted therewith,
(d) To lodge the indictment and the accompanying documents
with the Tribunal,
(e) To draw up and recommend to the Tribunal for its approval
draft rules of procedure, contemplated by article 13 of this Charter.
The Tribunal shall have power to accept, with or without amendments, or to reject, [he rules so recommended.

The committee shall act in all the above matters by a majority
vote and shall aPi)oint a chairman as may be convenient and in
accordance with the principle of rotation: provided that if there is
an equal division of vote concerning the designation of a defendant
to be tried by the Tribunal. or the crimes with which he shall be
charged. that proposal will be adopted which was made by the party
which proposed that the particular defendant be tried, or the particular charges be preferred against him.
Article 15

The chief prosecutors shall individually, and acting in collaboration with one another, also undertake the folloning duties:
. (a) Investigation, collection and production before or at the
trial of all necessary evidence;
(b) The preparation of the indictment for approval by the committee in accordance with paragraph (c) of article 14 hereof;
(c) The preliminary examination of all necessary witnesses and
of the defendants;
(d) To act as prosecutor at the trial;

(e) To appoint representatives to carry out such duties as may
be assigned to them;
(f) To undertake such other matters as may appear necessary.
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In order to ensure fair trial for the defendants, the following
proced ure shall be followed:

(a) Confi
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(a) The indictm ent shall include full particu lars specifying
in
detail the charges against the defendants. A copy of the indictment
and of all the documents lodged with the indictm ent, translated into
a language which he understands, shall be furnished to the defendant
at a reasonable time before the trial.
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(b) During any prelim inary examin ation or trial of a defendant
he shall have the right to give any explan ation relevant to the
charges made against him.
(c) A prelim inary examin atIon of a defend ant and his trial shall
be conducted in, or transla ted into, a language which the defendant
understands.

(cl) A defend ant shall have the right to conduc t his own defence
before the Tribun al or to have the assistance of counsel.
(e) A defend ant shall liave the· right throug h himself or through
his counsel to presen t evidence at the trial in suppor t of his defence
,
and to cross-examine any witness called by the prosecution.

v.

POWER S OF THE TRIBUN AL AND CONDU CT OF THE
TRIAL

Article 17
The Tribun al shall have the power
(a) To summo n witnesses to the trial and to require their
attenda nce and testimony and to put questions to them,
(b) To interro gate any defend ant,
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(c) Deal s
punishment, i
from some or
determination

The Tribu
It shall adopt
and non-techni
deems to have p
The Tribu
evidence before
thereof.

The Tribu
edge but shall t
notice of officia
Nations, includi
in the various
and the records
the United Nati

The perma
meetings of the
shall be held at
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(c) To require the production of documents and other evidentiary
material,
(d) To administer oaths to witnesses,

(e) To appoint officers for the carrying out of any task designated
by the Tribunal including the power to have evidence taken on commission.
Article 18
The Tribunal shall
(a) Confine the trial strictly to an expeditious hearing of the
issues raised by the charges.
(b) Take strict measures to prevent any action which will cause
unreasonable delay, and rule out irrelevant issues and statements of
any kind whatsoever,
.
(c) Deal summarily with any contumacy, imposing appropriate
punishment, including exclusion of any defendant or his counsel
from some or all further proceedings. but without prejudice to the
determination of the charges.

Article 19
The Tribunal shall not be bound by technical rules of evidence.
It shall adopt and apply to the greatest possible extent expeditious
and non-technical procedure, and shall admit any evidence which it
deems to have probative value.
Article 20
The Tribunal may require to be informed of the nature of ~ny
evidence before it is offered so that 'it may rule upon the relevance
thereof.
Article 21
The Tribunal shall not require proof of facts of common knowledge but shall take judicial notice thereof. It shall also take judicial
notice of official governmental documents and reports of the United
Nations, including the acts and documents of the committees set up
in the various Allied countries for the investigation of war crimes,
and the records and findings of military or other tribunals of any of
the United Nations.
Article 22
The permanent seat of the Tribunal shall be in Berlin. The first
meetings of the members of the Tribunal and of the Chief Prosecutors
shall be held at Berlin in a place to be designated by the Control
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Counc il for Germany. The first trial shall be held at Niirnberg, and
any subsequent trials shall be held at such places as the Tribun
al
may decide.
Article 23
One or more of the chief prosecutors may take part in the prose.
cution at each trial. The functio n of any chief prosecutor may
be
discharged by him personally, or by any persons 'or persons authorized
by him.
The functio n of counsel for a defend ant may be discharged at
the defendant's request by any counsel professionally qualified
to
conduc t cases before the courts of his own country, or by any other
person who may ~}e specially author ized thereto by the Tribun al.
Article U

The proceedings at the trial shall take the following course:

(k)
tence.
AIl

0

ings cond
of the def
also be tr
Tribun al i
of justice a

The j
of any de
shall be fin

(a) The indictm ent shall be read in court.

(b) The Tribun al shall ask each defend ant whethe r he pleads
"guilty " or "not guilty".

The
. on convicti
by it to be

(c) The prosecution shall make an openin g statem ent..
(d) The Tribun al shall ask the prosecution and the defence
what

evidence (if any) they wish to submit to the Tribun al, and the Tribunal shall rule upon the admissibility of any such evidence.
(e) The witnesses for the prosecution shall be examin ed
and
after that the witnesses for the defence. Therea fter such rebutti
ng
evidence as may be held by the Tribun al to be admissible shall
be
called by either the prosecution or the defence.

(f) The Tribun al may put any questio n to any witness and to
any defend ant, at any time.
(g) The prosecution and the defence shall interro gate and
may"
cross-examine any witnesses and any defend ant who gives testimony.

In add
have the ri
and order i

In cas
the orders
time reduc
the severit
defendant
which, in i
Council sh
article 14 h
regard to th

(h) The defence shall address the court.

(i) The prosecution shaH address the court.

(J) Each defend ant xpay make a statem ent to the Tribun al.
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(k) The Tribunal shall deliver judgment and pronounce sentence.
Article 25
All official documents shall be produced, and all court proceedings conducted, in English, French and Russian, and in the language
of the defendant. So much of the record and of the proceedings may
also be translated into the language of any country in which the
Tribunal is sitting, as the Tribunal considers desirable in the interests
of justice and public opinion.
VI.

JUDGMENT AND SENTENCE

Article 26
The judgment of the Tribunal as to the guilt or the innocence
of any defendant shall give the reasons on which it is based, and
shall be final and not subject to review.

Article 27

is

Lt
L·

The Tribunal shall have the right to impose upon a defendant,
on conviction, death or such other punishment as shall be determined
by it to be just.
Article 28
In addition to any punishment imposed by it, the Tribunal shall
have the right to deprive the convicted person of any stolen property
and order its delivery to the Control Council for Germany.

Article 29
d

g
e

In case of guilt, sentences shall be carried out in accordance with
the orders of the Control Council for Germany, which may at any
time reduce or otherwise alter the .llentences, but may not increase
the severity thereof. If the Control Council for Germany, after any
defendant has been convicted and sentenced, discovers fresh evidence
which, in its opinion, would found a fresh charge against him, the
Council shall report accordingly to the Committee established under
article 14 hereof, for such action as they may consider proper, having
regard to the interests of justice.
VII.

EXPENSES

Article 30
The expenses of the Tribunal and of the trials, shall be charged
by the signatories against the funds allotted for maintenance of the
Control Council for Germany.

