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1402nd meeting—5 July 1976

to approve article 17 as proposed by the Drafting Committee, with the following amendments to paragraph 2:
the word "rule" to be replaced by the word "norm", as
proposed by the Chairman of the Drafting Committee;
the word "general" to be added before the words "international law", as proposed by Mr. Ustor; and, in the
French text, the word du to be replaced by the word
obligatoire.
It was so agreed.
The meeting rose at 11.30 a.m.

1402nd MEETING
Monday, 5 July 1976, at 3.05 p.m.

Chairman: Mr. Abdullah EL-ERIAN
Members present: Mr. Ago, Mr. Bilge, Mr. Calle y
Calle, Mr. Castafieda, Mr. Kearney, Mr. Njenga,
Mr. Pinto, Mr. Quentin-Baxter, Mr. Ramangasoavina,
Mr. Reuter, Mr. Sahovic, Mr. Sette Camara, Mr. Tabibi,
Mr. Tammes, Mr. Tsuruoka, Mr. Ushakov, Sir Francis
Vallat, Mr. Yasseen.

State responsibility {continued) (A/CN.4/291 and
Add.1-2; A/CN.4/L.243 and Add.l)

[Item 2 of the agenda]
DRAFT ARTICLES PROPOSED BY THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE

18 x (International crimes and international
delicts [wrongs])

ARTICLE

1. The CHAIRMAN said that, before inviting the
Chairman of the Drafting Committee to introduce the
title and text of article 18 as adopted by the Drafting
Committee (A/CN.4/L.243/Add.l), he wished to congratulate Mr. Kearney on behalf of all the members of
the Commission, on the bicentenary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence of the United States of
America. He had recently been reading a work on the
Declaration of Independence in which he had been struck
by two illustrations of the perennial problems of drafting.
The first concerned the reference to the unalienable rights
to "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness", words
which Thomas Jefferson had borrowed from John Locke,
but with the expression "pursuit of happiness" substituted
for the word "property"; Locke, however, when speaking
of "property", had intended to refer to the whole estate
of man and not just to his material possessions.
2. The second point was that Thomas Jefferson had
accepted no less than 86 proposals for changes in his
draft but had remained adamant with regard to the use
of the term "unalienable". He himself had been reminded
1
For the consideration of the text originally submitted by the
Special Rapporteur, see 1371st to 1376th meetings.
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of that when thinking of the effort which the Drafting
Committee had devoted to the preparation of the new
version of article 18. He wished to congratulate the Committee and the Special Rapporteur for their labours and
for the mutual co-operation and understanding which
they had displayed.
3. Mr. SAHOVIC" (Chairman of the Drafting Committee) said that the Drafting Committee proposed the
following wording for article 18:
Article 18. International crimes and international delicts [wrongs]
1. An act of a State which constitutes a breach of an international
obligation is an internationally wrongful act, regardless of the subjectmatter of the obligation breached.
2. An internationally wrongful act which results from the breach
by a State of an international obligation so essential for the protection
of fundamental interests of the international community that its
breach is recognized as a crime by that community as a whole, constitutes an international crime.
3. Subject to paragraph 2, and on the basis of the rules of international law in force, an international crime may result, inter alia,
from:
(a) a serious breach of an international obligation of essential
importance for maintenance of international peace and security, such
as that prohibiting aggression;
(b) a serious breach of an international obligation of essential
importance for safeguarding the right of self-determination of peoples,
such as that prohibiting the establishment or maintenance by force
of colonial domination;
(c) a serious breach on widespread scale of an international obligation of essential importance for safeguarding the human being, such
as those prohibiting slavery, genocide, apartheid;
(d) a serious breach of an international obligation of essential
importance for safeguarding the preservation of the human environment, such as those prohibiting massive pollution of the atmosphere
or of the seas.
4. Any internationally wrongful act which is not an international
crime in accordance with paragraph 2, constitutes an international
delict [wrong].

4. The article embodied the basic principle enunciated
in the text originally proposed by the Special Rapporteur
in his fifth report (A/CN.4/291 and Add.1-2), namely that
the subject-matter of the international obligation breached
was irrelevant in characterizing as internationally wrongful an act of a State which constituted a breach of an
international obligation. The structure and wording of
the article had nevertheless been altered in the light of the
observations and suggestions made in the Commission's
debate, with a view to giving greater clarity and precision
to the categorization of internationally wrongful acts of
the State as international crimes and international delicts.
5. The present text of article 18, like the original text,
consisted of four paragraphs. The first and the fourth
paragraphs remained essentially the same, with the first
paragraph setting forth the general principle which he
had mentioned and the fourth paragraph defining an
international delict as any internationally wrongful act
which was not an international crime in accordance with
paragraph 2. In paragraph 1, the word "content" had
been replaced by "subject-matter", which was clearer
from the juridical point of view.
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6. The contents of paragraphs 2 and 3 were basically
those of the corresponding paragraphs of the text originally submitted by the Special Rapporteur. All the
major fields or categories in which international crimes
might occur had been retained in the new draft.
7. The Drafting Committee had taken up a suggestion
to combine paragraphs 2 and 3 which had been made
during the Commission's consideration of the initial
draft. The new paragraph 2 stated the general rule as to
what constituted an international crime. It was in fact
the key to the whole article. It laid down the basic rule
that an internationally wrongful act which resulted from
the breach by a State of an international obligation so
essential for the protection of fundamental interests of
the international community that its breach was recognized as a crime by that community as a whole, constituted
an international crime. Paragraph 3 should be understood
exclusively in the light of paragraph 2 and within the
limits which paragraph 2 defined. That was clearly
emphasized by the introductory words of paragraph 3:
"Subject of paragraph 2 . . . " .
8. Paragraph 3 listed, by way of example, the major
fields in which international crimes might occur. The
non-exhaustive character of the list was indicated by the
words "inter alia". Also, it was plain from the words
"on the basis of the rules of international law in force"
that the examples of the categories or fields enumerated
were based strictly on the rules of international law as
they existed today. Needless to say, it had not been the
intention of the Drafting Committee to draft a code of
international crimes or to indicate definitively and
exhaustively what acts were and what acts were not
international crimes, or to pronounce on their legal
nature. It left the door open for any future developments
"on the basis of the rules of international law", an
approach reflected in the wording of the subparagraphs
of paragraph 3.
9. The new text of paragraph 3 not only indicated
general fields or categories but also contained specific
examples of what might be regarded as international
crimes on the basis of the generally recognized and accepted rules of present-day international law, whether
conventional or customary. The Drafting Committee had
considered the suggestion made by one member of the
Commission, in connexion with subparagraph (a), concerning what might be called "economic aggression". The
Committee had decided to employ the term "aggression"
in subparagraph (a) on the understanding that it had
the meaning given it by the international community in
the Definition of Aggression adopted by consensus by
the General Assembly on 14 December 1974.2 The commentary to the article would explain that, in the view
of some members of the Commission, the notion of
"aggression" might have a broader meaning than that
indicated in the Definition of Aggression.
10. There were two purely drafting points to mention.
First, the Drafting Committee had felt it advisable, in
the French version of paragraph 3, to use the words
2

General Assembly resolution 3314 (XXIX), annex.

d'apres les regies du droit international, whereas in English
the phrase "on the basis of the rules of international law"
had been thought best. The Drafting Committee wished
to emphasise that the meaning of the two phrases was
none the less the same. Secondly, the French version of
paragraph 4 spoke of un delit international. The Drafting
Committee, and more particularly its English-speaking
members, had considered that the English translation of
that, "an international delict", could be improved and
needed further thought. Accordingly in the English
version of paragraph 4 and the title, the word "wrong"
had been placed in square brackets after the word
"delict"; the Commission would thus be in a good position to decide whether the phrase "international delict"
was appropriate in English.
11. Lastly, following a suggestion made in the Commission, the Drafting Committee had decided to entitle
the article quite simply "International crimes and international delicts [wrongs]".
12. Mr. CASTA5JEDA said that he wished to associate
himself with the Chairman's congratulations to Mr. Kearney. He was reminded of a remark by the late Adlai
Stevenson that the Declaration of Independence signed
at Philadelphia in 1776 had marked the beginning of the
process of decolonization. That Declaration had had a
great influence in Latin America and in particular in his
own country.
13. Having been absent during the Commission's
discussion of article 18 as proposed by the Special Rapporteur, 3 he wished to take the present opportunity to
express his gratitude to the Special Rapporteur, and his
agreement with the philosophical and legal conception
underlying article 18. The article exemplified in every
way the progressive development of the law of State
responsibility. The rules embodied in it were a basic
response to the needs of the international community as
the Commission understood them, rather than a codification of precedents from case-law. Article 18, as now
proposed, reflected modern developments in State responsibility and met the present requirements of the world
community. He felt that the Commission's work on the
article would be highly appreciated by the General
Assembly.
14. The first merit of the Commission's endeavours was
a question of method. As the Special Rapporteur had
pointed out, the various types of internationally wrongful acts had been distinguished for normative and not
for scientific reasons. The distinction between them would
affect the regime or form of responsibility which would
be applied in due course to each type of internationally
wrongful act.
15. In his fifth report, the Special Rapporteur had given
a remarkable review of the historical development of
State practice, judicial opinion and legal writings in the
matter of State responsibility. His account showed that
a slow but sure process had led to the recognition of two
categories of internationally wrongful act. It revealed just
how much the publicists had foreseen and influenced
3

See 1371st meeting, para. 9.
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the course of international practice, but it also demonstrated the opposite process at work.
16. Three important factors had contributed to the
division of internationally wrongful acts into two categories. The first was the emergence of the notion of jus
cogens. The second was the new idea of acceptance of the
possibility of applying penal sanctions against individuals.
In that connexion, it was important to draw a clear
distinction between the responsibility of individuals and
the responsibility of the State itself for an international
crime attributable to it. The punishment of an individual
should not constitute the only expression of responsibility
for an international crime. That point should be stressed,
in order to avoid any confusion in the General Assembly
between State responsibility for international crimes and
the punishment of individuals for international crimes.
17. The third factor was the practice which had
developed in the United Nations with regard to colonial
situations. A long series of General Assembly resolutions
reflected the growing conviction that the colonial status
as understood at the time of the drafting of the Charter
had undergone a profound change. In particular, the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples 4 had had not only a political but
also a legal influence; it had radically modified international law on the colonial issue. He therefore strongly
supported the inclusion of a reference to colonial situations in paiagraph 3 (b) of article 18.
18. As far as the commentary was concerned, he believed
that it would have gained from references to two important United Nations texts which had emerged from the
work of the International Law Commission. The first
was the Principles of International Law Recognized in
the Charter of the Niirnberg Tribunal and in the Judgment
of the Tribunal.6 Those principles had previously been
affirmed by the General Assembly in resolution 95 (I),
as an expression of international law in force. The second
was the draft Code of Offences against the Peace and
Security of Mankind adopted by the Commission in
1954.6 It was true that the Niirnberg Principles and the
Code of Offences both referred to crimes committed by
individuals, but a fuller discussion of them would have
been of advantage even if it had not affected the conclusions reached by the Special Rapporteur.
19. It would have been also useful to dwell at greater
length on measures taken by the United Nations, in particular pursuant to General Assembly resolution 377 (V)
entitled "Uniting for peace", which involved the use of
armed force but not any coercive action on the part of
the Security Council or the General Assembly. He was
thinking of such cases as the Suez and Congo operations.
20. The Special Rapporteur had aptly drawn attention
to the recognition by the International Court of Justice,
in the Case concerning the Barcelona Traction, Light and
4

General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).
Yearbook... 1950, vol. II, pp. 374-378, document A/1316,
para. 97.
8
Yearbook... 1954, vol. II, pp. 151-152, document A/2693,
para. 54.
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Power Company, Limited that the distinction between
different types of internationally wrongful acts could
have an influence on the determination of the subjects
which had a legal interest in claiming the performance of
an international obligation.7
21. In the Special Rapporteur's very thorough account
of the writings on the subject, he (Mr. Castaneda) had
been interested to note the reference to the views expressed in the United States of America by Root in 1915 and
Peaslee in 1916.8 Those two writers had drawn a distinction between breaches of international law which affected
only the injured State and those which affected the community of nations as a whole. With regard to the second
kind of internationally wrongful act, Peaslee had recommended the establishment of international machinery for
its punishment, but Root had considered that any State
should be authorized to punish acts of that kind. That
doctrine had been propounded by Root when he had
been Secretary of State, and it had had a great influence
on United States's policy. It had led to an impressive
series of unwarrantable interventions in Latin America.
His own country, Mexico, had suffered from interventions
of that kind undertaken with a view to obtaining reparation for injuries done to aliens during civil strife.
22. The Special Rapporteur had shown that many
writers, whose views he himself shared, had accepted the
idea that sanctions could be applied to a State. That
subject would be taken up later in the draft, but since
the Special Rapporteur had already given some indication
of his views, it would be useful to discuss it at the present
stage.
23. Before the establishment of the United Nations,
the international community had no institutions or
machinery to maintain the international legal order; at
that times, it was only natural to admit the possibility
of individual action by States to restore the legal order
which had been violated. Article 16 of the Covenant of
the League of Nations was faulty in that it allowed for
that possibility.
24. The adoption of the Charter of the United Nations
had completely changed the situation. The system of
collective security embodied in the Charter was intended
to be complete; the Charter had taken away from individual States the right to resort to force and, above all,
the power to take a unilateral decision to evaluate a
situation and determine whether the injury sustained permitted the use of force. Under the Charter, there were
only two exceptions to the prohibition of the use of
force: the first was the case of participation in collective
action by the United Nations and the second was that
of individual or collective self-defence against armed
attack in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter. In
his view, the expression agression armee used in the
French version was more appropriate in that context
than the words "armed attack".
25. The system of collective security provided for in the
Charter had not functioned as such in practice. The

6

7
8

See A/CN.4/291 and Add.1-2, para. 89.
Ibid., para. 131.
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Security Council had never taken any action to impose
the sanctions specified in Article 42 of the Charter, and
no agreement had been concluded to give effect to Article 43, which made provision for contributions of armed
forces and other forms of assistance by Member States
to enable the Security Council to impose such sanctions.
States had, however, made arrangements for collective
action in self-defence against armed attack as provided
in article 51 of the Charter, under the Inter-American
Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance signed at Rio de Janeiro
on 2 September 1947, the North Atlantic Treaty signed
at Washington on 4 April 1949, and the Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation and Mutual Assistance signed at
Warsaw in 14 May 1955. But States were not entitled,
except in the case of self-defence, to decide individually
that sanctions should be applied against a State. That
right had been withdrawn from Member States by the
Charter and was the monopoly of the United Nations.
26. Another legitimate question, and one which had
been discussed at length by many leading writers, including Kelsen, was whether coercive action ordered by the
Security Council constituted a penalty in the strictly
technical sense of the term, or a political or military
measure to stop a breach of the peace or an aggression.
Kelsen was inclined to take the latter view, on the basis
of the preparatory work done in 1945 by the United
Nations Conference on International Organization at
San Francisco, on the drafting of Articles 5, 39, 41, 42,
43 and Article 25, provisions which dealt with the residual
powers of the Security Council. Above all, Kelsen's
conclusion was based on the whole philosophy of collective security exemplified by the Charter.
27. The United Nations system of collective security
was deliberately political in purpose: its essential aim
was to maintain peace without taking into account the
letter of the law. An act which was not unlawful, such as
certain economic measures, could lead to coercive action
because it constituted a threat to the peace. On the other
hand, in a case of grave and flagrant violation of international law, the Security Council might well feel that
the best manner of safeguarding the peace was to refrain
from ordering any coercive action. It was significant that
the Security Council would in that case be acting perfectly legally. It should be noted that, unlike the Covenant
of the League of Nations, the Charter of the United
Nations did not guarantee the territorial integrity of its
members. In Article 2, paragraph 4, it prohibited the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or
political independence of any State, but it did not impose
on the States Members of the United Nations any obligation to guarantee that territorial integrity or political
independence.
28. In view of the foregoing, Kelsen had arrived at the
conclusion that the purpose of the United Nations system
of collective security, and of any coercive action ordered
under that system, was not to restore the legal order
which had been violated but simply to restore peace, and
the two could very well not be synonymous. That was
perhaps why a number of writers had considered that
the only genuine sanction for which provision was made
in the Charter was the expulsion of a Member State under
Article 6.

29. In view of the monopoly of the use of force conferred
on the United Nations by the Charter, it was also clear
that reprisals were no longer permissible, except in the
case of self-defence. To be considered as an act of selfdefence, reprisals had to be immediate and proportional
to the act to which they constituted a response. The
Security Council had had occasion to recall that principle
in its resolution 188 (1964) in connexion with an attack
on a fort in Yemen by United Kingdom forces; it had
stated in that case that the armed reprisals were incompatible with the Charter. Armed reprisals had also been
banned by the Declaration on Principles of International
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations. 9 All those matters would be discussed at
a later stage of the work on State responsibility. There
were clearly cases of the use of force which had previously
been lawful and now constituted internationally wrongful
acts. In that connexion, he drew attention to the issues
discussed in paragraph 159 of the Special Rapporteur's
fifth report, where the Special Rapporteur had been particularly cautious in admitting only three forms of retaliation against a State guilty of an act of aggression: first,
a State that was the victim of aggression had the faculty
to take, against the aggressor State, measures infringing
the latter's rights, and that faculty, exceptionally, was
not subject to the general obligation first to seek reparation for the injury suffered; second, the victim of an act
of aggression might use armed force in self-defence;
third, a third State might assist, even with armed force,
a State that was the victim of an act of aggression.
30. The legal consequences of an international crime
should of course be much more severe than those of an
international wrong of lesser gravity. He felt it necessary,
however, to express his concern that, in the absence of
sufficient limitations and safeguards, the principle of
sanctions against individual States might be applied too
widely. As far as international crimes were concerned, he
did not deny that, quite apart from any action by the
United Nations, it might be open to States to adopt
sanctions individually. The extent, scope and nature of
those sanctions, however, would have to be examined in
future with the utmost care.
31 He was in broad agreement with the text of article 18
as proposed by the Drafting Committee, but on some
points he would have preferred the language originally
proposed by the Special Rapporteur. In paragraph 2,
the repetition of the word "crime" in the concluding
portion rendered the text rather heavy.
32. A more important point was that the Special
Rapporteur's original text had the advantage of particularizing resort to the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political independence of
another State, thus characterizing it as the most serious
international crime of all. In the new formulation, paragraph 3 (a) did not express that idea.
33. However, he preferred paragraph 3 (b) of the new
version to the corresponding provision, namely, paragraph 3 (a), of the Special Rapporteur's text, since it
General Assembly resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.
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made a useful reference to the prohibition of the establishment or maintenance by force of colonial domination.
34. He noted that, in paragraph 3 (c) the reference in
the corresponding provision of the original text to
"human rights and fundamental freedoms" had been
replaced by the words "safeguarding the human being".
35. Finally, paragraph 3 (d) was particularly interesting
in that it referred to the preservation of the human environment, which had acquired great prominence in international relations. Serious breaches of the international
obligation to safeguard the human environment could
injure humanity as a whole. However, he would have
preferred the text originally proposed by the Special
Rapporteur in his paragraph 3(c); the mention of the
examples given in the new text could have its drawbacks.
If there was to be a list, it should, for example, mention
deliberate action to alter the climate, which would undoubtedly constitute an international crime. That question
was being at present discussed in the Committee on
Disarmament.
36. One of the purposes of the United Nations was to
achieve international co-operation in economic matters.
Perhaps in the not too distant future—possibly within a
generation—the international community might recognize
that the breach of an obligation to carry out that essential
purpose of the United Nations constituted an internationally wrongful act.
37. In conclusion, he stressed that, as a result of the new
formula proposed for paragraph 3 (a), the article had
lost much of its ideological content. The new text referred
to the prohibition of aggression, but might with advantage
have mentioned resort to the use or threat of force as
the leading example of an international crime. It was
important to remember that, with a single exception,
there was only one example of a clear decision by the
Security Council that an act of aggression had been
committed, and that decision had been taken in the
absence of one of its permanent members. There were,
however, a great many decisions of the Security Council
dealing with cases of the use or threat of force.
38. Mr. YASSEEN said that article 18 was a key article,
for the future work of the Commission on the various
categories of responsibility would hinge on it. The Commission had, in principle, agreed to the distinction between
international crimes and international delicts and, as a
result of the laudable efforts of the Drafting Committee,
it had been possible to formulate a text which should be
generally acceptable. From the standpoint of legal technique, the new draft was better than the one proposed
by the Special Rapporteur, which had been based cautiously on present times and had not allowed for future
developments in the category of international crimes. The
technique used in drafting the new article, namely the
non-exhaustive enumeration of international crimes,
would make it possible for new crimes to be included in
that category.
39. He personally would have liked article 18 to contain
a stricter definition of an international crime. The definition started satisfactorily, but after that it seemed to fall
into a vicious circle. If an international crime was defined
as an internationally wrongful act which resulted from the
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breach by a State "of an international obligation...
essential for the protection of fundamental interests of
the international community", it seemed unnecessary to
add that the breach of that obligation should be "recognized as a crime by that community as a whole". The
breach of an international obligation essential to the
protection of fundamental interests of the international
community was bound to be recognized as a crime by
that community as a whole. However, such excessive
caution was perhaps useful; the provision was a draft
article and, to begin with, its acceptance would be no
more than a question of provisional adoption by the
Commission.
40. An advantage of the article under consideration was
that it gave examples. In such a new field as that of
international crimes and delicts, the examples would give
shape to somewhat abstract ideas. Moreover, the Drafting
Committee's examples had been well chosen and would
not hamper the evolution of the notion of an international
crime.
41. The text proposed by the Drafting Committee might
be criticized generally as being too circumspect. For
example, the expression "serious breach on a widespread
scale" in paragraph 3 (c) was perhaps evidence of excessive caution.
42. The CHAIRMAN, speaking as a member of the
Commission, joined the previous speakers in expressing
great appreciation of the work of the Drafting Committee.
The text proposed by the Committee was a compromise
which was bound to leave some members of the Commission unsatisfied. He himself had expressed his views
on the Special Rapporteur's article 18 during the earlier
discussion and would not revert to that text. He would
concentrate his remarks on the new text proposed by the
Drafting Committee.
43. In general, he agreed with Mr. Yasseen that the
text proposed by the Drafting Committee was marked
by excessive caution which might well dilute some of the
basic concepts embodied in the Special Rapporteur's
original article. He also agreed with Mr. Castaneda that
it would have been preferable to make a special place in
article 18 for the breach of those fundamental norms of
the Charter prohibiting the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political independence of any
State or in any other manner inconsistent with the
purposes of the United Nations.
44. He had doubts regarding the use of the adjective
"serious" as a qualification of a breach of an international
obligation of essential importance in the various subparagraphs of paragraph 3. Such a breach was bound
to be "serious"; the adjective was therefore totally
unnecessary and, ultimately, detrimental to the meaning
of the expression which it qualified. Article 39 of the
United Nations Charter referred to a "breach of the
peace" without unnecessarily qualifying it as "serious".
45. Similarly, he saw little point in the words "in force"
which appeared after the words "the rules of international
law" in the opening words of paragraph 3. He appreciated
that they had been used for psychological reasons, so as
to exclude trends which had not yet evolved into rules of
law. However, any mention of "rules of international
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law" necessarily implied that the rules referred to were
in force.
46. It was significant in that connexion that article 53
of the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 10
referred to a peremptory norm of "general international
law" without adding the words "in force". The same was
true of treaties; there was no reference to a treaty "in
force" anywhere in the Vienna Convention, not even in
Article 30 (Application of successive treaties relating to
the same subject-matter), where there might have been
a reasonable case for using the expression "treaty in
force". There too, the draftsmen of the 1969 Vienna
Convention had taken it for granted that the term "treaty"
implied a treaty in force.
47. In paragraph 3 (c), he found the reference to "safeguarding the human being" somewhat vague. The United
Nations Charter referred to "human rights and fundamental freedoms", the expression originally used by the
Special Rapporteur. Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights declared all human beings to be
"equal in dignity".
48. He had misgivings about the replacement of the
notion of a "resource common to all mankind", which
was in the original text of paragraph 3 (c), by the notion
of "human environment" contained in the text of paragraph 3 (d) prepared by the Drafting Committee.
49. The comments he had made did not in any way
affect his general position regarding article 18; he did not
oppose the acceptance of the compromise formula which
the article contained.
50. Mr. TAB1BI commended the Drafting Committee
on the excellent compromise text which it had submitted.
Article 18 was a very important article and it was difficult
to produce a generally acceptable text for it. The wording
now proposed was a genuine compromise because it
was flexible and because the enumeration in paragraph 3
was not exhaustive.
51. He accepted the language proposed by the drafting
Committee because, although in principle he believed
that the terminology of the Charter should be adhered
to, he also felt that the experience of the past 30 years
should be taken into account. The terms used in the proposed text allowed for the developments which had
taken place in United Nations law since the adoption
of the Charter.
52. With regard to paragraph 3 (a), he preferred the
term "aggression" to the original reference to "the threat
or use of force". The use of the term "aggression" would
cover cases of economic and political aggression, which
was much more dangerous for third world countries than
the use of force itself.
53. With regard to paragraph 3 (c), he agreed with
Mr. El-Erian's comment on the words "safeguarding the
human being", which constituted a new notion. He felt
it would do no harm to reintroduce into subparagraph (c)

a reference to "human rights and fundamental freedoms",
which was the basic notion in the United Nations Charter.
However, since the text was a compromise, he was prepared to accept it as it stood.
54. Having said that, he wished to make it clear that
he could not accept article 18 finally until he had seen
the commentary. The Chairman of the Drafting Committee, in speaking about economic aggression, had said that
the term "aggression" was used in paragraph 3 (a) in the
meaning given it in the Definition of Aggression adopted
by the General Assembly. In fact, the weakest point of
that Definition was precisely its silence on the question
of economic aggression. He therefore felt that great care
should be taken not to refer in the commentary to a text
which remained silent on such an important subject.
55. He wished to remind the Commission that when it
had adopted its draft articles on the law of treaties in
1966, there had been a discussion on the question of the
commentary, and the Special Rapporteur on that topic,
Sir Humphrey Waldock, had said that it should be left
to the practice of States and of United Nations organs
to interpret the meaning of a notion.
56. Mr. BILGE said that the new title of article 18,
"International crimes and international delicts [wrongs]",
gave the impression that the Commission was seeking
to establish primary rules. He preferred the earlier title,
"Content of the international obligation breached",
which to his mind was a better reflection of the idea
underlying the article, namely, that the subject-matter of
the obligation breached might affect the regime of
responsibility.
57. The Drafting Committee had been right, in paragraph 2, to give a composite definition of international
crime, following the method successfully adopted for the
Definition of Aggression. However, he failed to see why
the definition should be accompanied by the requirement
that the breach of the obligation must be recognized as
a crime by the international community as a whole. It
was difficult to understand the purpose of that requirement, which in his opinion detracted from the strength
which a general definition could have. If the aim was to
be cautious, as some had pointed out, caution seemed
to him unnecessary, since the examples listed in paragraph 3 clearly showed which types of breach constituted
international crimes. The requirement should therefore
be removed from paragraph 2 and, as a precaution, the
word "serious" should be inserted before the word
"breach". In that way, the paragraph would indicate
that not all breaches of an international obligation were
international crimes, and its wording would be brought
into line with that of paragraph 3, which spoke of "a
serious breach of an international obligation".

58. As a whole, paragraph 3 was well formulated, but
he wondered whether, in subparagraph (c), the expression
"for safeguarding the human being" covered human
rights and fundamental freedoms. In his view, that
wording could be improved. Nor did he find the expression "on a widespread scale" felicitous, since what mat10
For the text of the Convention, See Official Records of the tered was primarily the will of the State and its policy.
United Nations Conference on the Law of Treaties, Documents of the
Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.70.V.5), He therefore proposed that the expression should be
replaced by the adjective "systematic".
p. 289.
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59. He preferred the earlier version of paragraph 4, but
if the Commission decided in favour of the new wording,
there should be a reference to paragraph 3 as well as to
paragraph 2.
60. Lastly, he felt that States should be warned of the
extremely important consequences that article 18 might
have.
61. Mr. REUTER said that, in the main, he could
accept article 18 in its present form. He did not believe
it to be a compromise article. In his opinion, its importance lay in the methodology used. The Special Rapporteur had deemed it necessary, at the present stage in his
work, to state the principle that there were two categories
of internationally wrongful act: international crimes and
international delicts. It could therefore be asserted that
article 18 was normative in effect. However, he felt that
it was an article full of promise and commitment; it gave
a fairly general definition of international crimes, but
without saying what the general regime for such crimes
was. The Special Rapporteur's report had listed examples
of genocide which indicated the regime of responsibility
applicable to that crime, but it did not state what general
rules would apply to international crimes as a whole. True,
it was possible to envisage the direction that such rules
would take: a right to prosecute, a regime of prescriptibility and, above all, a right to impose certain penalties,
for the notion of crime was bound up with that of punishment. What then were the penalties involved? For
instance, in the case of aggression, the major international
crime, the aggressor State could be deprived of some of
its fundamental rights, especially the right to dispose of
its territory. However, the notion of punishment of a
State still had to be denned. In article 18, the Commission
was committing itself to the establishment of a regime of
different responsibilities based on the distinction drawn
between international crimes and international delicts.
However, article 18 simply held out that promise, for
it could not establish such a regime.
62. Nor could the Commission claim that in article 18
it was stating any kind of rule concerning an international
crime. The Commission would require a considerable
amount of time to define the crime of aggression and
other international crimes from the penal standpoint.
Juridically, therefore, it had confined itself, in paragraph 3, to referring to what had already been done or,
in the case of the example given in subparagraph (c), to
what was being done at the international level, i.e. to
the work of the General Assembly and to the many
conventions either adopted or in preparation. The
examples given in paragraph 3 did indeed constitute a
political choice, but they were also the most important
international crimes, which the Commission was seeking
to draw to the attention of the General Assembly. It was
for the General Assembly to instruct the competent organs
to define, in penal terms, the various international crimes,
including economic crimes. He therefore regarded article 18 methodologically, as a pointer which would
dominate the work of the Commission but did not commit
it to drawing up either a general regime of international
crimes or, still less, a penal definition of a particular
crime. In his opinion, it was very difficult to establish
general rules for international crimes, and the Commis-
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sion should not embark on that task without an exp.ess
mandate from the General Assembly.
63. In analysing the examples from the past, the Special
Rapporteur had pointed to the emergence, in international delicts as a whole, of elements which called for
more than mere reparation. Consequently, it would seem
necessary to abandon the somewhat over-simplified distinction between two categories of breach: crimes, which
fell exclusively under penal law, and delicts, which fell
under the traditional law of reparation pure and simple.
In fact, the truth was much more complex, for there was
a penal nuance to some delicts. The Commission's task
was therefore extremely difficult, to say nothing of the
frequent confusion, pointed out by Mr. Cast: fl da, between coercion, which was an expression of executive
power, and sanction, which was an expression of repressive power; the Security Council itself did not act identically in its capacities as an organ of repression and an
organ of coercion. Hence, in article 18, the Commission
was making a commitment, but nothing more; it was
proposing neither a regime of international crimes nor
a definition of a particular ciime.
64. With regard to the wording of article 18, he readily
agreed, with regard to paragraph 3 (c), that mention
should no longer be made of human rights, and that was
from conviction, not caution.
65. Mr. PINTO said that international lawyers of future
generations would be grateful to the Special Rapporteur
for his rare courage in formulating an article such as the
one under consideration.
66. He agreed with Mr. Reuter that article 18 was full
of promise, but a great deal might still remain to be done
if the Commission moved in the direction in which the
article seemed to point. Like Mr. Yasseen, he thought
that the Drafting Committee had been too cautious; he
would have preferred wording that was more forceful
and more precise.
67. The text appeared to state two equations: first, a
breach of an international obligation equalled an internationally wrongful act; and second an internat onally
wrongful act minus an international ciime equalled an
international delict. Paragraphs 2 and 3, taken together,
seemed to indicate that the criterion for distinguishing
an international crime within the broad category of
internationally wrongful acts was the seriousness of the
breach. Consequently, as Mr. Bilge had observed, paragraph 2 should draw attention to that criterion immediately, by specifying: "An internationally wrongful act
which results from a serious breach by a State...". In
that way, paragraph 2 would form a logical introduction
to the serious breaches enumerated in paragraph 3.
68. Moreover, the proviso that paragraph 3 was "subject
to paragraph 2" seemed to have no precise meaning,
unless it signified that paragraph 3 did not restrict the
generality of paragraph 2. If that was so, the fact should
perhaps be put in a different way. Also, paragraph 3
specified that "an international crime may result"; a more
positive and more precise form of language might have
been used, at least with regard to paragraph 3 (a), which
was concerned with the maintenance of international
peace and security. Again, in his capacity as a member
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of the Commission, the Chairman had spoken of the
difficulty he found in the qualification of the words "rules
of international law" by the words "in force", which
implied the existence of a time element in respect of
international crimes. He wondered whether the words
"in force" were intended to exclude breaches that had
occurred in the past. In any event, the time element posed
a troublesome p/oblem.
69. Lastly, he wondered why the Drafting Committee
had decided to use in paragraph 4 the term "delict"; he
doubted whether, in the present context, its employment
necessarily exhausted the category of internationally
wrongful acts. It was by no means certain that all wrongful acts other than crimes were delicts. For example, a
country in breach of a treaty obligation to repay a debt
would be a delinquent State, but its delictual liability
might not be involved. By asserting that all internationally
wsongful acts were either crimes or delicts, the Commission might be omitting certain classes of such acts or
incorrectly including some such acts under the heading
of delicts. The Commission appeared to be moving
towards the concepts of "crime-punishment" and "delictcompensation", and he was not sure that it was the right
course to take. The word "delict" carried unnecessary
oveitones of internal law and its use might lead to an aiea
of needless uncertainty.
70. Mr. SETTE CAMARA said that the new wording
proposed by the Drafting Committee appeared to be
much more suited than the original text to the handling
of problems which were far from clearly defined. At an
earlier stage, he had suggested11 that paragraph 1 should
form an article by itself and that the rcraaining paragraphs, which called for care, should constitute a separate
article.
71. From the drafting angle, he had some misgivings
about the phrase "recognized as a crime by that community as a whole" in paragraph 2. Obviously, at least
one State, i.e. the State accused of the internationally
wrongful act, would not be included among the international community "as a whole".
72. The insertion of the phrase "on the basis of the rules
of international law in force" in paragraph 3 was undoubtedly an improvement, but it had been pointed out that
the words "in force" might not be necessary. Similarly,
in paragraph 3 (b), the words "such as that prohibiting
the establishment or maintenance by force of colonial
domination" were open to question, since they could
imply that colonial domination not exercised "by force"
was permissible and did not constitute an international
crime.
73. He agreed with Mr. Castaneda that the words "on
a widespread scale" should be deleted from paragraph 3 (c). Clearly, nobody should think that to practice
slavery, genocide or apartheid on a small scale was not
an international crime.
74. Paragraph 3 (cl) concerned the biosphere, and its
examples should not be limited to the atmosphere and
11

See 1373rd meeting., para. 9.

the seas. Massive pollution could occur in rivers, lakes,
canals or even whole areas of the territory of States.
75. In conclusion, in the English version, the term
"wrong" was preferable to the term "delict". In many
legal systems and languages, the terms "crime" and
"delict" were synonymous.
76. Mr. NJENGA said that the text submitted by the
Drafting Committee had greatly watered down the
important ideas which had been set forth so clearly in
the report of the Special Rapporteur and reflected in his
formulation of the article. It would be extremely difficult
for anybody who had not participated in the Commission's discussion of the article to understand the reasons
for the changes made by the Drafting Committee.
77. He questioned whether the words "an international
obligation so essential for the protection of fundamental
interests of the international community that its breach
is recognized as a crime by that community as a whole"
in paragraph 2 of the Drafting Committee's text, conveyed the same idea as what the Special Rapporteur had
had in mind in referring in paragraph 3 of the original
text to "an international obligation established by a norm
of general international law accepted by the international
community as a whole". The language employed by the
Special Rapporteur reflected what was generally understood hy jus cogens, as defined, for example, in the Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties. The difficulty was
compounded by the fact that paragraph 2 of the new text
did not specify who was to determine whether an international obligation was of such an essential character.
78. Like earlier speakers, he felt that the words "in
force" in paragraph 3 were unnecessary. They merely
increased the difficulty of interpreting what was in any
case a complicated provision. Paragraph 3 (a) dealt with
a concept of the utmost importance, namely the prohibition of any resort to the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political independence of
another State; the Drafting Committee should have used
the language employed in paragraph 2 of the Special
Rapporteur's text, which drew on the phraseology of the
Charter. Paragraph 3 (b) of the new text, concerning the
right of self-determination of peoples, was again no
improvement on paragraph 3 (a) of the original text. The
present version could even be construed as meaning that
the establishment or maintenance of colonial domination
was not an international crime unless force was used,
something that was clearly untrue. With regard to paragraph 3 (c), previous speakers had already observed that
the qualification "on a widespread scale" was quite
unnecessary. Furthermore, it was essential to explain why
reference was made to "safeguarding the human being".
The Special Rapporteur had rightly spoken in paragraph 3 (b) of the original text of "respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction based on race, sex, language or religion", which
was the very phraseology of Article 1, paragraph 3 of the
Charter.
79. He failed to see why the present draft article omitted
a most important aspect of the Special Rapporteur's text,
namely, the concept of "the conservation and the free
enjoyment for everyone of a resource common to all
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mankind". If the Commission wished to formulate a text
that would be applicable in the future, it could not ignore
an idea of that nature. In connexion with the law of the
sea, no Government, as far as he knew, had denied the
validity of the internationally recognized notion of the
common heritage of mankind.
80. Lastly, the commentary should reflect as fully as
possible both the intentions of the Special Rapporteur
and the latter's formulations, so that the General
Assembly would be in a proper position to take a decision
on the article.
The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m.
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ARTICLE

1. Mr. RAMANGASOAVINA said he was well satisfied
with the new text of article 18 proposed by the Drafting
Committee (A/CN.4/L.243/Add.l) which was a very
clear improvement on the Special Rapporteur's original
text. It was a complete recasting and rearrangement
of the principles stated in the Special Rapporteur's
text. It was, in fact, a transcription, in a more specific
and, so to speak, innovative form, of the obligations
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations. For the
article stated the principle of a breach of an international
obligation, but it also cited concrete cases, thereby contributing to the progressive development of international
law. In that respect it brought to mind certain constitutions and organic laws which were not confined to the
solemn proclamation of rights and duties, but also stated
the means of attaining their objects by giving concrete
examples. The new article 18 proceeded in the same way:
instead of immediately proposing a definition, which
was always very risky where international crime was
concerned, it proceeded step by step, citing concrete but

not exhaustive cases. He therefore fully endorsed the
method adopted in the article.
2. In paragraph 3, the expression "international law in
force", which had been criticized, seemed to him, on the
contrary, to be meaningful and promising, since it took
account of the development of international law and
thus constituted a "breakthrough", as Mr. Reuter had
very aptly said.2 For the universal conscience had already
evolved and was continuing to evolve in many spheres,
particularly those of colonialism and racial discrimination,
and the jus cogens of contemporary law was still capable
of evolving. The text of article 18 permitted and promised
that evolution: it was not static, but evolutive and
dynamic.
3. He also welcomed the introduction, in paragraph 3 (a),
of the term "aggression", which was a reference to the
Definition of Aggression adopted by the General Assembly.3 As some had pointed out, it was regrettable that
the article did not refer to "serious and manifest economic
aggression", but the concept of aggression had the advantage of having been established in the Definition
adopted by the General Assembly, and its introduction
contributed to the progressive development of international law.
4. With regard to the text of the draft article proposed
by the Drafting Committee, paragraph 1 did not call
for any particular comment, since the new text did not
differ much from the original one; nevertheless, he preferred the new version. The methodological change in
paragraph 2 seemed to him to be most felicitous: whereas,
in the original text, there had been an immediate and
somewhat abrupt reference to cases of breach—"resort
to the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of another State"—the
new text began by giving the general definition, appealing
to the universal conscience and referring to the protection of fundamental interests of the international community. Paragraph 2 should therefore be understood in
the light of the Charter and the resolutions of the General
Assembly. It might be criticized as tautological were it
not supplemented and clarified by the specific examples
given in paragraph 3.
5. He had no difficulty in accepting the term "by
force" in paragraph 3 (b), which had been criticized by
some speakers, for colonial domination was especially
to be condemned when it was maintained by force. On
the other hand, the term "on a widespread scale" in subparagraph (c) seemed much too restrictive. Mr. Bilge 4
had rightly said that, in the cases of slavery, genocide
and apartheid, it was not the number of persons which
made the crime, but the will of the State and the systematization of a policy contrary to human dignity. The
expression "on a widespread scale" introduced an idea
of size, which seemed to authorize the perpetration of
crimes "on a small scale". He was therefore in favour of
deleting that expression and simply referring, as in the
2
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General Assembly resolution 3314 (XXIX).
* See 1402nd meeting, para. 58.
8
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