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Opening of the session

1. The CHAIRMAN declared the sixth session of the
International Law Commission open, and welcomed the
members.

Statements by the Director-General of UNESCO
and the Chairman

2. Dr. Luther H. EVANS (Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization) welcomed the members of the Com-
mission.

3. He observed that it was the first session of the
Commission to be held at the seat of a specialized
agency of the United Nations and said that it was
especially significant that the session of a body set up
by the General Assembly of the United Nations to
encourage " the progressive development of international
law and its codification " should be held at the head-
quarters of UNESCO, an organization created, in the
words of its Constitution, " to further universal respect
for justice, for the rule of law and for human rights and
fundamental freedoms ".

4. The activities of UNESCO and the other specialized

agencies had a bearing on the development of inter-
national law, for the conventions drafted by them
embodied new international obligations and international
standards. Tn performing such quasi-legislative functions,
international organizations were modifying a number of
traditional concepts of the law of nations, and UNESCO
thus regarded the Commission as an ally in its task, and
looked to it for guidance on the principles to be
implemented.

5. The deliberate creation of new law, or the legislative
process, was a safer method of formulating international
law than that of leaving its development to the discretion
of individual States or of a number of States.

6. A democratic legislative body should represent the
main forms of civilization and the principal legal systems
of the world, and the Commission, by its very com-
position, fulfilled those conditions.

7. The specialized agencies, for their part, reflected in
all their activities the same preoccupation with univer-
sality. Tn particular, UNESCO, which had a membership
of seventy-two States, represented a concerted attempt
at integrating the world community above political differ-
ences and controversies.

8. In their quest for world peace, international
organizations should think primarily in terms of the
rules of law to be applied. As Mr. John Foster Dulles—
the present Secretary of State of the United States—had
said in 1948, an adequate world organization required
legislative and judicial bodies to translate agreed moral
principles into law. To think in terms of enforcement
rather than of law was to approach the problem from the
wrong end : law-making should precede law-enforcement.

9. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the members
of the Commission would be satisfied with the facilities
provided by his organization.

10. The CHAIRMAN said that as a consequence of the
elections held at the eighth session of the General
Assembly, certain changes had occurred in the member-
ship of the Commission. Mr. J. M. Yepes, Mr. Ricardo
J. Alfaro, Mr. F. I. Kozhevnikov and Mr. Manley O.
Hudson were no longer members and he wished to
express his appreciation and that of the Commission for
the valuable contribution they had made to the work of
the Commission.

11. He welcomed Mr. F. V. Garcia-Amador and Mr.
C. Salamanca as new members. Of the other members,
Mr. S. B. Krylov had cabled that he would be unable to
attend the session, as he was undergoing an operation ;
Mr. J. Spiropoulos would be arriving on Saturday,
5 June ; no news had been received from Mr. J. Zourek.
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12. In the period between its fifth and sixth sessions he
had represented the Commission at the eighth session of
the General Assembly in New York. Little had been
achieved at the Assembly since neither the draft con-
vention on arbitral procedure nor the draft articles on
the continental shelf submitted by the Commission1 had
been discussed. The discussion of the first of those
documents had been postponed to the tenth session of
the General Assembly in 1955,2 while the study of
the draft articles on the continental shelf adopted by the
Commission had been postponed until such time as the
reports of the Commission on the regime of the high
seas and the territorial sea were ready,3 which, as the
Commission knew, would not be for some time.

13. He thanked the Director-General of UNESCO on
behalf of the Commission for the words of welcome
addressed to the Commission and the facilities so
generously placed at its disposal.

14. Mr. SCELLE wished, as a Frenchman, to welcome
his colleagues to Paris. France had a splendid tradition
of legal scholarship and upheld the principle that law and
not force should prevail in international relations. In
particular, articles 26 and 28 of the French Constitution
acknowledged the supremacy of international law over
municipal law.

15. France could proudly point to a long line of lawyers
who had given the weight of their authority to the
doctrine that international law was essentially a projec-
tion of the rules of law on the international relations
of States. In addition, French statesmen such as Bour-
geois, Briand, Herriot and Schuman had made contri-
butions to the progress of international law, and French
ideas had been incorporated in the basic charters of
such bodies as the Institute of International Law, the
International Law Academy at The Hague, and
UNESCO itself. Leon Blum, who had been closely
associated with UNESCO in its early days, had stressed
the need to fight the spirit of war in the minds of men
before fighting it in the realm of facts and he (Mr.
Scelle) was glad to see that both UNESCO and the
International Law Commission were by the very nature
of their work pursuing the same objective.

16. Mr. el-KHOURI commended the Chairman for the
most efficient manner in which he had represented the in-
terests of the Commission at the eighth session of the
General Assembly. He welcomed the choice of Paris as
a meeting place for the present session of the Com-
mission, as the French capital was considered through-
out the Near East as a world capital in the fields of law
and education.

Election of officers

17. The CHAIRMAN invited the Commission to elect its
officers for the sixth session. He nominated Mr. Sand-
strom as Chairman.

Mr. Sandstrom was elected Chairman by acclamation,
and took the chair.

18. The CHAIRMAN thanked the Commission for the
honour conferred upon him, and said that he would do
his utmost to emulate the high standard set by his
predecessor in the chair.
19. He invited members to submit nominations for the
offices of first Vice-Chairman, second Vice-Chairman
and Rapporteur.

20. Mr. HSU nominated Mr. Cordova as first Vice-
Chairman.

Mr. Cdrdova was elected first Vice-Chairman by
acclamation.

21. Mr. el-KHOURI nominated Mr. Pal as second Vice-
Chairman.

Mr. Pal was elected second Vice-Chairman by accla-
mation.

22. Mr. LAUTERPACHT nominated Mr. Francois as
Rapporteur. He said that the preparation of the annual
report of the Commission was one of its most important
functions and one in which Mr. Francois' scholarship
and capacity for work would be of invaluable assistance.

Mr. Frangois was elected Rapporteur by acclamation.

Consideration of the provisional agenda
of the sixth session (A/CN.4/78)

23. The CHAIRMAN invited the Commission to
consider the provisional agenda of the sixth session.

The agenda as contained in document A/CN.4/78*
was adopted, subject to modification of the order of
agenda items.

24. Mr. SCELLE, speaking on the order in which items
would be discussed, stressed the particular importance of
item 6 of the provisional agenda (law of treaties) and the
relevant report prepared by Mr. Lauterpacht (A/CN.4/
63).5 He was anxious for that item to be studied early in

1 See " Report of the International Law Commission covering
the work of its fifth session ", Official Records of the General
Assembly, Eighth Session, Supplement No. 9 (A/2456). Also in
Yearbook of the International Law Commission, 1953, vol. II.

8 General Assembly resolution 797 (VIII) of 7 December
1953.

3 General Assembly resolution 798 (VIII) of 7 December
1953.

4 It contained the following items :
1. Filling of casual vacancy in the Commission ;
2. Regime of the territorial sea ;
3. Regime of the high seas ;
4. Draft code of offences against the peace and security of

mankind ;
5. Nationality, including statelessness ;
6. Law of treaties ;
7. Question of codifying the topic " Diplomatic intercourse

and immunities ";
8. Request of the General Assembly for the codification of

the principles of international law governing state responsibility ;
9. Control and limitation of documentation ;

10. Date and place of the seventh session ;
11. Other business.

5 See text in Yearbook of the International Law Commission,
1953, vol. II.
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the session as he would probably have to leave before
the end. The study of items 2 and 3 (regime of the
territorial sea and regime of the high seas) was already
well advanced, and item 4 (draft code of offences against
the peace and security of mankind) might be left till
later. He suggested that item 6 should be discussed im-
mediately on two days a week and items 2, 3 and 5
(nationality, including statelessness) on the other days.

25. Mr. CORDOVA said that items which had been left
over from previous sessions should be disposed of so
that the General Assembly might take up those questions.
The last three weeks of the sixth session might be devoted
exclusively to the study of item 6.

26. Mr. LAUTERPACHT said that the parallel study
of two questions would be unpractical as a dispersal of
effort was hardly conducive to concentration. He pro-
posed that items 2 and 3, or one of them, should be dealt
with during the first two weeks of the session ; item 5
during the following week ; item 4 might be disposed of
in two or three days ; the last three weeks of the session,
apart from the last week during which the general report
would be discussed, could, as suggested by Mr. Cordova,
be reserved for the study of the law of treaties. The
report on the law of treaties was of a detailed character
and contained a great deal of the information required.
That being so, three weeks would be sufficient for
completing the study of the first part of the report. He
was anxious to proceed with the study of that question
as four years would be needed to dispose of it.

27. Mr. PAL agreed with the timetable proposed by Mr.
Lauterpacht, but doubted if it would be possible to
dispose of item 4 in two or three days.

28. Mr. FRANCOIS said that it would be equally
difficult to dispose of items 2 and 3 in two weeks,
particularly as he, who was the Special Rapporteur for
these subjects, would have to be absent for some of the
time at the beginning of the session.

29. Mr. CORDOVA proposed that after item 1 (filling
of casual vacancy in the Commission) the Commission
consider item 5 (nationality, including statelessness), in
connexion with which he had prepared two reports
(A/CN.4/81 and A/CN.4/83).8

30. The CHATRMAN said he would prefer the order of
agenda items to be as flexible as possible for the time
being, the necessary modifications to be made as and
when the need arose.

The meeting rose at 4.30 p.m.

8 See texts in Yearbook of the International Law Commission,
1954, vol. II.
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Nationality, including statelessness (item 5 of the
agenda) (A/2456, A/CN.4/82 and Add.l, 2, 3 and 4)

DRAFT CONVENTIONS ON THE ELIMINATION OF FUTURE
STATELESSNESS AND ON THE REDUCTION OF FUTURE
STATELESSNESS

General debate

1. The CHAIRMAN invited Mr. Cordova, Special
Rapporteur on the topic of nationality, including state-
lessness, to analyse briefly the comments submitted by
Member States (A/CN.4/82 and Add.l, 2, 3 and 4)»
on the two draft Conventions on the Elimination of
Future Statelessness and the Reduction of Future State-
lessness (A/2456) prepared by the Commission.2

2. Mr. CORDOVA, Special Rapporteur, said that on the
whole the eleven3 replies received from Member States
were encouraging. The United Kingdom and Norway
both appeared willing to amend their domestic legislation
along the lines suggested by the Commission. Norway,
Sweden and Denmark were in a rather special position
because the Scandinavian countries had enacted concor-

1 See " Report of the International Law Commission covering
the work of its sixth session ", Official Records of the General
Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement No. 9 (A/2693), annex.
Also in Yearbook of the International Law Commision, 1954,
vol. II.

2 The two draft conventions are included in " Report of the
International Law Commission covering the work of its fifth
session", Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighth
Session, Supplement No. 9 (A/2456), chapter IV. Also in Year-
book of the International Law Commission, 1953, vol. II.

3 In the course of the session, four more replies were received.
See annex referred to in footnote 1.


