
Article 53. The Executive Yuan is the highest administrative organ of
the State.

Article 58. Prior to the submission to the Legislative Yuan of any ... Bill
concerning ... treaties..., the President and the Heads of the various
Ministries and Commissions of the Executive Yuan shall present the said
Bill to the Executive Yuan Council for discussion and decision.

Article 62. The Legislative Yuan is the highest legislative organ of the
State.

Article 63. The Legislative Yuan shall have the power to decide upon ...
any Bill concerning ... conclusion of peace, treaties ...

17. Colombia

(a) CONSTITUTION OF 16 FEBRUARY 1945. TEXT FURNISHED BY THE COLOM-

BIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. TRANSLATION BY THE SECRETARIAT

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Article 76. Congress is vested with the power of making laws. By means
of these laws it exercises the following functions:

(22) To approve, or withhold approval of, treaties and conventions
entered into by the Government with foreign Powers.

Article 78. Congress and each of its houses are forbidden:

(4) To require the Government to transmit to them the instructions
given to diplomatic agents, or to give information relative to negotiations
of a confidential character.

Article 120.

(20) It is the duty of the President of the Republic, as the supreme
administrative authority, to direct diplomatic and commercial relations
with other Powers or sovereigns, to appoint and receive diplomatic agents,
and to conclude with foreign Powers treaties and conventions which shall
be submitted for the approval of Congress.

(b) ACT 7 OF 30 NOVEMBER 1944 RELATING TO THE VALIDITY AND PUBLICA-
TION OF INTERNATIONAL TREATIES IN COLOMBIA. TEXT SUPPLIED BY

THE COLOMBIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. TRANSLATION BY THE

SECRETARIAT OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Article 1. Treaties, pacts, conventions, agreements or other international
acts approved by Corigress in accordance with articles 69 and 116 of the
Constitution, 1 shall not be considered to have the force of domestic law so

I At the time of the passing of the Act the Constitution of 1886, as amended,
was in force. The articles specified in the Act appear to relate to matters of
procedure.



long as they have not been confirmed as such by the Government by means
of an exchange of letters of ratification or the deposit of instruments of
ratification or other similar formality, unless it is expressly enacted that
the terms of the treaty, convention, agreement, etc., shall have the force
of domestic law ...

The foregoing shall not* prevent the Executive Organ from ordering
the application of the provisions of a particular treaty, convention, etc.,
as executive provisions prior to the completion of the formalities for its
approval should it deem such action necessary. This provision shall apply
only to such treaties, conventions, pacts or agreements as obtain legislative
approval after the entry into force of this Act.

Article 2. As soon as the international obligations assumed by Colombia
under a treaty, agreement, convention, etc. have become binding, the
Executive Organ shall promulgate a decree in which the text of the treaty
or convention referred to shall be included, as well as the text of any reser-
vations formulated by the Government at the time of the deposit of its
ratification.

Article 3. In addition to being subject to the provisions of this Act and
subject to publication in the Official Journal, each decree promulgating
treaties and conventions shall be published in a separate series and num-
bered consecutively according to the date on which the international obli-
gation assumed by Colombia became binding.

Article 4. When a treaty, convention, agreement, etc., ceases to be in
force for Colombia because of its non-validity, lapse or for any other
reason, the Executive Organ shall issue a decree stating this fact and the
date on which the treaty ceased to be valid for Colombia. These decrees
shall be published as supplements to the series referred to in article 3,
and reference shall be made in the text of such decrees to their serial number
in the said series.

18. Costa Rica

CONSTITUTION OF 8 NOVEMBER 1949. TEXT SUPPLIED IN ENGLISH BY .THE

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Article 7. No authority may conclude pacts, treaties or conventions
which are in conflict with the sovereignty and independence of the
Republic. Any person so doing shall be tried for treason.

Any treaty or convention negotiated by the Executive Power which
concerns the territorial integrity or political organization of the country
shall require the approval of the Legislative Assembly by a vote of not
less than three-quarters of its total membership and the approval by a
two-thirds majority of a Constituent Assembly convened for that purpose.

Article 121. In addition to other powers conferred upon it by the
present Constitution, it shall rest exclusively with the Legislative Assembly:

(4) To approve or withheld approval of international agreements,
treaties and concordats;

(6) To authorize the Executive Power to declare a state of national
emergency and to negotiate peace;


