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Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs 

Supplements Nos. 7-9 (1985-1999)1
 

(Advance version, to be issued in volume III of Supplemens Nos. 7-9 (forthcoming) 

of the Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs) 

VOLUME III 

 
ARTICLE 30 

 

TEXT OF ARTICLE 30 

 
The Security Council shall adopt its own rules of procedure, including the 

method of selecting its President. 

 
NOTE 

 
1. In accordance with Article 30 of the Charter, the Security Council adopted its 

provisional rules of procedure at its first meeting held on 17 January 1946.2 During the 

period under review, the Security Council did not consider formally the amendment or 

adoption of its provisional rules of procedure. However, there were several instances 

where observations on or calls for amendments to the provisional rules of procedure were 

made3
 and the need for the review or updating of the provisional rules of procedure was 

noted.4 

 

2. The Council took a number of steps to improve its working methods and procedure, 

which included the publication of the provisional agenda for formal meetings of the 

Security Council in the United Nations Journal;5
 the circulation of the tentative monthly 

forecast of the Council’s programme of work to all Member States;6
 the decision to make 

                                                 
1 At the bilateral meeting between the Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs and the Security 
Council Affairs Division of the Department of Political Affairs, on 11 March 2011, it was agreed that in 
order to expedite the elimination of the backlog in volume III, studies on Supplements 7, 8 and 9 of the 
volume would be merged. 
2 S/96/Rev.7. 
3 S/PV. 2608, p. 20 (Egypt); S/PV. 2666, p. 2 (France); and p. 6 (United Kingdom). 
4 S/PV. 3483, p. 6 (Brazil); p. 10 (Pakistan); and p. 11 (New Zealand). 
5 S/26015. 
6 S/26176. 
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available, as from 1 March 1994, draft resolutions in provisional form to nonmembers of 

the Council at the time of the consultations of the whole.7 New arrangements, as from 4 

November 1994, were also introduced for consultation and exchange of information with 

troop-contributing countries.8  

 

3. For detailed information regarding the practice of the Council in relation to the 

provisional rules of procedures, including the selection of the President (referred to in 

paragraphs 1 and 2 above) , see Chapter I of the Repertoire of the Practice of the Security 

Council: http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/85-88/85-88_01.pdf (during 1985-1988); 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/89-92/89-92_01.pdf (during 1989- 1992); 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/93-95/93-95_01.pdf (during 1993-1995); and 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/96-99/96-99_01.pdf (during 1996-1999).9 

                                                 
7 S/1994/230. 
8 S/PRST/1994/62. See also S/PRST/1994/22. 
9 Studies dealing with other Articles of the Charter include additional material relating to the provisional 
rules of procedure of the Security Council. For example, Article 27 deals with rule 40 on voting; Article 28 
deals with rules 4 and 5 concerning meetings; Article 29 deals with rule 28 on subsidiary organs; and 
Articles 31 and 32 deal with rules 37 and 38 concerning participation in the Council’s discussion. 


