
ARTICLE 49

TEXT OF ARTICLE 49

The members of the United Nations shall join in affording mutual assistance
in carrying out the measures decided upon by the Security Council.

NOTE

1. During the period under review, Article 49 was spe-
cifically cited together with Article 50 in a resolution of
the Security Council1 in connexion with the question of
assistance to Mozambique.
2. Implicit references to Article 49 were also made in
three other Security Council resolutions in connexion
with the question of assistance to Lesotho2 and to
Mozambique.3

3. The General Assembly also invoked this Article
together with Article 50 in a resolution in connexion
with the question of assistance to Zambia.4

4. During the period under review, Article 49 was
cited5in a note by the Secretary-General to the Security
Council concerning the question of assistance to
Mozambique. In the note the Secretary-General expressed
confidence that the United Nations would respond
favourably to any request for assistance which the
Government of Mozambique might make in order to
offset the economic consequences of its application of
full sanctions against Southern Rhodesia.
5. In connexion with the question of assistance to
Mozambique, Article 49 together with Article 50 was
also cited in a report6as well as in a draft resolution7of
the Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. In
the report, and in the draft resolution, the Special
Committee recommended to the Security Council that,
bearing in mind the provisions of Articles 49 and 50 of
the Charter, it should initiate, as soon as possible, a spe-
cific programme of assistance to Mozambique in order
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to enable its Government to apply fully and effectively
sanctions against Southern Rhodesia.
6. An implicit reference to Article 49 was made in a
resolution8 of the Organization of African Unity in
connexion with the question of assistance to Mozam-
bique. The text of that resolution was transmitted to the
President of the Security Council by the Chairman of
the Twenty-ninth Session of the Council of Ministers of
the OAU in a telegram dated 26 June 1977.
7. In the course of discussions, references to Article 49
were made explicitly or implicitly in the Security Coun-
cil and the General Assembly by various Member States
in connexion with the following agenda items: the ques-
tion of assistance to Zambia9 and to Mozambique;I0

the financing of the United Nations Emergency Force, "
the Cyprus question12 and the question of peace-
keeping operations.13 Article 49 was also mentioned in
an advisory opinion of the International Court of Jus-
tice concluding that the presence of the South African
administration in Namibia was illegal.14

8. None of these explicit references nor the discussions
leading to the adoption of the resolutions referred to
above gave rise to constitutional arguments regarding
the interpretation or application of Article 49.
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