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ARTICLE 54

TEXT OF ARTICLE 54

The Security Council shall at all times be kept fully informed of activities under-
taken 'or in contemplation under regional arrangements or by regional agencies for
the maintenance of international peace and security.

NOTE

1. During the period under review, there was no consti-
tutional discussion bearing on the interpretation or appli-
cation of Article 54. Only incidental references were made
to Article 54 in both the General Assembly and the Secu-
rity Council in the context of recalling that regional
action is not precluded by the Charter, which, on the con-
trary, provides for regional arrangements and agencies
so long as they are consistent with the purposes and prin-
ciples of the Charter.1

2. The practice whereby the Security Council was
informed of activities undertaken or in contemplation
by regional organizations through communications
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations
by the executive heads of the respective organizations,2

from States parties to a dispute or situation3 and from
other States4 was continued during this period.
3. It should be noted that, during the period under
review, more specifically at successive sessions since 1971,
the General Assembly adopted resolutions regarding
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organi-

•See, for example, statement by the representative of Belgium in the
general debate: G A (25), Plen., 1856th mtg., para. 202; statement by
the Secretary-General in connexion with consideration of measures for
the maintenance and strengthening of international peace and security
in Latin America in conformity with the provisions and principles of
the Charter: S C (28), 1695th mtg., para. 27; statement by the repre-
sentative of the Libyan Arab Republic in connexion with the question
of co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of
African Unity: G A (31), Plen., 67th mtg., para. 92; and statement
by the representative of France in connexion with the question of deepen-
ing and consolidation of international detente and prevention of the
danger of nuclear war: G A (32), 1st Com.,'53rd mtg., p. 57.

2See annex, sections A and B. For invitations to representatives of
a regional agency to address the Security Council, see this Supplement
under Article 30, paras. 50 ff.

3See annex, section C.
*Ibid.t section D.

zation of African Unity,5 some of which contain provi-
sions that might be considered as implicitly having a bear-
ing on Article 54.6 • ( -
4. In resolutions dated 15 November 1973,7 10 Decem-
ber 1974,8 28 November 1975,9 16 November 1976,'°
11 November 1977" .and 1 December 1978,12 the
General Assembly inter alia drew the attention of the
Security Council to the need to take effective measures
to associate the Organization of African Unity regularly
with all the Council's work concerning Africa, including
the activities of the Council's committee established in
pursuance of resolution 253 (1968) concerning the ques-
tion of Southern Rhodesia.

5 There were several instances .during this period when .resolutions
adopted by the Council of Ministers and/or Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the Organization of African Unity were submitted to the General
Assembly by the respective Chairmen of the African Group at the United
Nations. In one instance documents of the Conference of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity and League of
Arab States were also submitted to the General Assembly: In no
instance, however, was reference made to the obligation assumed by
Member States and regional agencies under Article 54. G A (30),
Annexes, a.i. 28, A/10109 and A/10297; G A (31), Annexes, a'.i. 28,
A/31/196; G A (32), Annexes, a.i. 29, A/32/61 and A732/310;
G A (33), Annexes, a.i. 29, A/33/235 and Corr.l.

6The first two resolutions adopted during this period may be con-
sidered to fall outside the scope of Article 54. Thus, in,its resolu-
tion 2863 (XXVI) of 20 December 1971, the General Assembly invited
the Security Council to consider the request of the Organization of
African Unity concerning the holding of meetings of the Council in
an African capital. In its resolution 2962 (XXyil) of 13 December' 1972,
the Assembly placed the question of co-operation between two organiza-
tions in the broader context of co-operation between the Organization
of African Unity, on the one hand, and the United Nations, the spe-
cialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations sys-
tem, such as UNDP, on the other.

7G A resolution 3066 (XXVIII), para. 4. , -
8G A resolution 3280 (XXIX), para. 4.
9G A resolution 3412 (XXX), para. 5. ' . ..
IOG A resolution 31/13, para. 6.
11G A resolution 32/19, para. 8. , ,
12G A resolution 33/27, para. 12. , /• ,}

ANNEX

Tabulation of communications

A. Communications from the Secretary-General of (he Organization
of African Unity (OAU)

I. Letter» dated 9 October 1970. transmitting the texts of resolu-
tions adopted by the seventh session of the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government of the OAU on the question of the
Middle East and the situation in southern Africa.

II. Letterb dated 24 February 1971: transmitting the text of the
memorandum on the Simonstown Agreement [relating to the
transfer of the Simonstown Naval Base] prepared by the OAU.

aS C (25). Suppl. for Oct.-Dec., 1970, S/9962.
bS C (26), Suppl. for Jan.-Mar., 1971, S/10132. In this connexion,

reference is made also to the letter (S/10162) dated 23 March 1971 from

III. Letterc dated 13 July 1971: transmitting the text of resolutions
adopted at the eighth session of the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of OAU.

IV. Letterd dated 19 July 1972: transmitting the texts of the resolu-
tions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern-
ment of the OAU at its ninth session.

the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, regarding
the extern of the existing legal obligations of the Government of the
United Kingdom, arising under the Simonstown Agreements of 1955.

CS C (26), Suppl. for July-Sept., 1971, S/10272.
dS C (27), Suppl. for July-Sept., 1972. S/10741.
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V. Letter0 dated 6 July 1976: transmitting the text or the telegram
from the Chairman of the OAU, on behalf of the OAU Heads
of State and Government, on the recent Israeli aggression against
Uganda.

VI. Letterf dated 18 March 1977: conveying a message on the occa-
sion of the Security Council deliberations on the questions of
Southern Rhodesia and South Africa.

VII. Telegram* dated 26 June 1977: transmitting the text of the reso-
lution of the OAU Council of Ministers on the question of the
repeated aggression against Mozambique by the regime of Ian
Smith.

B. Communications from the Secretary-General of (he Organization
of American States (OAS)

I. Letter11 dated 19 June 1970: transmitting the text of a resolu-
tion adopted by the Thirteenth Meeting of Consultation of Min-
isters for Foreign Affairs of the OAS concerning the El Salvador/
Honduras border.

II. Telegram1 dated 29 July 1975: transmitting the text of a resolu-
tion adopted by the Sixteenth Meeting of Consultation of Min-
isters of Foreign Affairs concerning the principle of non-
intervention.

III. Telegram> dated 2 August 1976: transmitting the text of a reso-
lution adopted by the Thirteenth Meeting of Consultation of Min-
isters of Foreign Affairs and concerning the dispatch of military
observers to supervise the withdrawal of troops in El Salvador
and Honduras.

IV. Telegramk dated 18 September 1978: transmitting the text of a
resolution adopted the same day by the Permanent Council of
OAS calling a meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign
Affairs to consider the grave events which were occurring in
Nicaragua,

V. Telegram1 dated 23 September 1978: transmitting the text of a
resolution adopted the same day by the Seventeenth Meeting of
Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs relating to the
serious events taking place in the Central American region.

VI. Letter"1 dated 9 November 1978: transmitting copies of the reso-
lution adopted by the Permanent Council on 16 October 1978
in connexion with the report of the ad hoc Committee of Observ-
ers set up by the Permanent Council to ascertain the facts con-
cerning the events which have occurred in Costa Rica and
Nicaragua.

VII. Telegram « dated 29 December 1978: transmitting the text of a
resolution adopted by the Permanent Council convening the Eigh-

eS C (31). Suppl.fS C (32), Suppl.
«S C (32), Suppl.
"S C (25), Suppl.
'S C (30), Suppl.
JS C (31), Suppl.
kS C (33), Suppl.
'/W</., S/12861.
•"S C (33), Suppl.
n/bid., S/12993.

for July-Sept.,
for Jan.-Mar.,
for Apr.-June,
for July-Sept.,
for July-Sept.,
for July-Sept.,
for July-Sept.,

1976. S/12126.
1977, S/12303.
1977, S/12352.
1970, S/9860.
1975, S/11786.
1976, S/12163.
1978, S/12852.

for Oct.-Dec., 1978, S/12955.

teenth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs
as requested by Costa Rica.

C. Communications from States parties to a dispute or situation

I. Letter0 dated 21 February 1974: Guinea, withdrawing the com-
plaint against Senegal,P following the visit of the President of
the OAU to Guinea and in accordance with the joint commu-
niqué issued on that occasion that the complaint would be dis-
cussed at the OAU level.

II. Let ter 9 dated 31 October 1975: Algeria, transmitting exchange
of messages between the President of OAU and the President
of Algeria concerning decolonization of the Sahara under Spanish
rule.

III. Letter' dated 13 July 1976: Algeria, transmitting the text of the
resolutions on the Western Sahara adopted respectively by the '
Council of Ministers of the OAU at its twenty-seventh session
and by the thirteenth Summit Meeting of the OAU. ' "

IV. Letter* dated 15 July 1976: Mauritania, concerning resolutions
adopted by the Council of Ministers of OAU at its twenty-seventh
session and by the thirteenth Summit Meeting of the OAU.

V. Letter' dated 22 August 1978: Benin, transmitting inter alia the
text of the resolution adopted by the OAU Council of Ministers _ l (
at its thirty-first ordinary session regarding aggression and inva-,
sion attempts by mercenaries against Benin and Sao Tome and
Principe.

VI. Letter" dated 30 October 1978: Lebanon, informing thé Secrè- v
tary-General that the Council of the League of Arab States had
decided on 26 October 1978 to renew the mandate of the Arab '
peace-keeping force for six months. '

D. Communications from other States concerning matters
before regional organizations

I. Let terv dated 26 January 1976: Uganda, forwarding a message '
in connexion with the forthcoming Security Council debate on
Namibia which, according to the letter, reflects the official posi-
tion of the OAU.

II. Letter* dated 15 February 1978: Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
transmitting the text of a letter dated 14 February 1978 from the
Chairman of the thirtieth session of the Co-ordinating Commit- ' ''
tee for the Liberation of Africa.

°S C (29), Suppl. for Jan.-Mar., 1974, S/11225.
Pin a letter dated 1 October 1973, Guinea had requested an urgent

meeting of the Security Council to consider the serious situation
between Guinea and Senegal. See: S C (28), Suppl. for Oct.-Dec., 1971,
S/11004 ', ,

IS C (30), Suppl. for Oct.-Dec., 1975, S/11862.
rS C (31), Suppl. for July-Sept., 1976, S/12141.
'Ibid., S/12143.
«S C (33), Suppl. for July-Sept., 1978, S/12817.
"S C (33), Suppl. for Oct.-Dec., 1978, S/12908.
VS C (31), Suppl. for Jan.-March, 1976, S/11946.
WS C (33), Suppl. for Jan.-March, 1978, S/12562.
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